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r. King, of Liverpool. 

_C. and Co. continue to manufacture ordinary WET METERS of the very best description, Mr. W. Crosley having been for many years the principal and c 
assistant of his relative, the late Mr. Samuel Crosley, of Cottage Lane, City Road, up to the time of his decease, in which capacity he communicated to’ W. C. th 
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By Her Maesty’s Royal Letters Patent. 


at 








JAMES MEACOCK | 


MANUFACTURER OF 


PATENT DRY AND IMPROVED WET METERS, 


Also of every Description of Apparatus used in the Gas Factory, 
as well as in Gas Distribution. 


4, SNOW HILL, & GILTSPUR STREET, 
LONDON. 
Established 1836. 


PATRONISED BY ALL THE GAS COMPANIES OF THE METROPOLIS, AS WELL AS MOST OF 
THE PROVINCIAL TOWNS. 


| 
| 
J. MEACOCK, in returning thanks for the liberal favours he has received, most respectfully calls the attention of those interested in Gas Lighting to the improvements | 
} 














of his Dry Merer, which has obtained HER MAJESTY’S ROYAL LETTERS PATENT, and which contains all the desired requisites for simplicity, durability, and 
faithful registration; also to his improved Wer Gas-Merer, which all the leading Gas Companies have been? pleased to patronise; and begs to solicit the continuance of 
their commands for the above, as well as Experimental and Station-Meters, Pressure-Indicators, Governors, Gauges, Photometers, and every apparatus in use by the Gas || 
Engineer, which he will warrant of the very best materials and workmanship, and at most economical charges, | 
| 
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NEW VALVE OF J. MEACOCK’s 
PATENT DRY METER. 


[p 
> allt » 4 





J. MEACOCK’s IMPROVED 
WET METER. 


j. ateAcOcK’S OLD VALVE OF THE ORDINARY 
PATENT DRY METERé DRY GAS-METER. 
In the above Diagrams of Meters will be seen J. MrAcock’s patent method of securing the Leather Diaphragm of his Improvep Patent Dry Meter. Instead of 
using the soldering iron for the purpose, by which the Leather is more or less injured, it is held between two flat Metal Rings, and screwed up sound on to a frame to | 
receive it, the outward rim of which and screw-heads are shown in the drawing. ' 
The Valve adopted in the above Patent Meter is also shown, as well as the ordinary Slide-Valve ; the advantages of the former in not rising from its facing will be very 
apparent to the practical Gas Engineer, to whom it is of vital import. | 


WET GAS-METERS REPAIRED AND RECONSTRUCTED WITH J, MEACOCK'S MODERN IMPROVEMENTS, 





J. MEACOCK begs leave most respectfully to submit to the notice of Gas Companies his PATENT DRY GAS-METER, trusting thereby to receive the came || 
encouragement that has been so kindly awarded him in respect of his Improved Water Meter, which has been patronised by all the Metropolitan Companies, as well as most | } 
of the Provincial Gas-works. 

The public having been induced to desire Dry Gas-Meters in preference to Wet, and many Gas Companies being willing to yield to their wishes, if a correct measurer, 
not liable to fluctuation of registry, of good materials and workmanship, and when repair was necessary, of being put in order by simple means, J. M. has been induced to 
apply himself to the production of a Dry Meter, possessing those requisites, for which he has obtained her Majesty’s Royal Letters Patent. , | 
It is not generally known, but very frequently in fitting up the ordinary Dry Meter, the leather of the diaphragm is destroyed during the process of soldering, by coming | 
in contact with the hot soldering iron. In his present process, J. M. has done away with its use, no solder being necessary, the leather being secured by two flat metal | 
rings, between which it is screwed, rivetted, or overlaid; the perishing effect of hot tools to leather being avoided, its durability must be longer; also, by this means, its | 
repair when needful is most simple, as a new leather diaphragm can be applied by merely unscrewing the old one from the rim or frame to which it had previously been 


| 
I} 


screwed up sound. ’ 
In the ordinary Dry Meter frequent variations of registry have been detectable from defective valves, which tilt or rise from their facings: the slide-valve of this Patent | 


Dry Meter will not allow any cart matter to coal gas to tilt or lift the slide from its facings, and hence no variation. It will be found not only a correc 
measurer, but free from fluctuation, ; 

The heavy wear and tear to which the Meters of Gas Companies are subject, have at all times made it desirable to have them of the best materials and workmanship. 
Unfortunately, in the greater number of the ordinary Dry Meters, neither of these requisites were carried out, for, as they were not to contain water, most inferior workmen 
and materials were employed in their construction. J. M. begs leave to assure those who may honour him with their commands, that nothing but the stoutest materials for 
cases, the hardest gas-resisting metals, and best foreign leather for the interiors, will be used, and none but first-class workmen employed in their construction (the 
properties which his Improved Water Meter is well known to possess, and which has obtained him that extensive patronage), will be strictly carried out in his PATENT 
Dry METER. 

In respect of any orders with which he may be honoured, he is willing to give a stamped guarantee to keep the same in repair, free of all charge, for five years, and 
allow the customary discount off the original list price. 

J. M. has annexed diagrams of his Patent Dry, also of his Improved Wet, Gas-Meter. In the former will be seen his patent mode of securing the diaphragm. The 
former and present valve are also shown, and the advantages of the latter will be, by practical persons, easily understood. 


METERS SENT ON APPROVAL, 
















































































June 23, 1857.] 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 301 





| duty to warn the class whose interests are likely to be most di- 
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ERRATUM. 


At page 283, second column, in Mr. Hawksley’s evidence on the 
Birkenhead District Gas and Water Bill, for ‘“ In one year the cost of 
coal in Glasgow was 11d. per 1000 cubic feet, but in two years afterwards 
it was 3s.,” read “ twenty-three pence.” 
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TUESDAY, JUNE 23, 1857. 


The Offices of the Editor of this Journat will be removed on 
the 24th inst. from No. 3 to No. 42, Parliament Street, in 
consequence of the former being required for the site of the 
projected new Government Offices. 





NOTES UPON PASSING EVENTS. 

Even whilst our last number was passing through the press, 
Sir G. Grey had contrived, literally, ‘to catch the friends of 
local self-government napping ;” and was thus enabled, about 


‘midnight of the 8th inst., to secure the second reading of the 


General Board of Health Bill, without even the shadow of op- 
position. What is to be said or done under these circum- 
stances of apathy and carelessness? Was the Times right when 
it affirmed that the nation really in its heart desired administra- 
tion! Or has the nation become so indifferent to the enjoy- 
ment of its liberty that it is incapable of the sustained effort 
which is evidently required to defend it from the attacks of 
office seekers, or of ‘‘ administration” advocates? Really we 
suspect that the latter is the case; and that far too many of 
our countrymen are prepared to sacrifice the noblest privileges 
of their ancestors in order to secure the removal of some minor 





| 
} 


evils, attendant upon a great and sudden transformation of our 
social conditions. As journalists, we have felt it to be our 


rectly affected by the changes about to be introduced into our 
Constitution, of the danger to which it is exposed, and to en- 
deavour to rouse it to a more decided course of opposition to | 
the threatened extension of administrative centralization. But | 
we have no abstract love for the position of a neglected pro- 
phet of evil to come; nor do we seek to re-enact the part of 
Cassandra, by telling truths, only in order that they may be 
neglected. If, therefore, Englishmen prefer to be whipped by 
the scorpions of a central administration, rather than by the 
rods of their own delegates, it can matter little to us ; and, for 
the present at least, all that we can do is to wish them well | 
through the evils they are provoking for themselves, and more | 
still, for their children. It was always thus, “‘ Populus vult de-| 
cipi, et decipitur.” There is, however, still ground for hope! 
that the obnoxious measure may be rejected, or that some of 
its most objectionable clauses may be so modified in committee | 
as to render it comparatively harmless. Mr. Knight, upon! 
whose motion the bill was lost last year, has given notice of | 








months hence; and, failing in his attempt to carry this, he 
will move the clauses which will be found in extenso in another | 
column. 








So painfully, however, have we always felt the mischief and| 
the folly of the cry for strengthening the hands of Government, | 
as it is now proposed to do—or, in other words, for placing || 
the energy, activity, and talent of the country under the direc- || 
tion of a body of corruptly nominated Government agents, se- I] 
lected without any reference to their previous education and’ | 
scientific acquirements, in the manner which has hitherto pre- || 
vailed amongst our rulers—that we equally feel it to be our 
duty to urge, in the most emphatic terms, all thinking men to | 
pause in this career. In no case, indeed, do the results of|| 
actual practice more decidedly confirm the abstract theories to | 
be deduced from 4 priori reasoning, than in the results of the! 
application of the systems of governmental administration in || 
the nations of Continental Europe. If men would only reflect 
candidly upon the events before their own eyes, we are con- 
vinced that the best reply to be made to the advocates of the 
doctrines lately propounded by the Times, and the other Go- 
vernment organs, would be to invite them to examine the prac- 
tical working of the system of governmental centralization, when 





| 
| 
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| uncorrected by the vigorous mind of the chief of the State. It|| 


| 





is the fashion to urge against our municipal institutions the | 
failure of our attempts to cleanse the Thames from the impu- | 
rities cast into it; but we can speak positively to the fact, that || 
such rivers as the Seine, the Sadne, Rhone, Istre, and the | 


Rhine, have lately been as foul, to the eye, at least, as our|| 


much-abused river. No one who has the sense of smell would, | 
for an instant, pretend that the “‘ administrative” management | 
of continental cities is to be compared with that of our Metro-| 
polis in all essential respects. ‘The architectural grandeur of | 
Paris, as it has been transformed under the iron rule of its pre- | 
sent wonderful monarch, would prove, we suspect, but a poor! 
substitute for the real‘ comforts of London; and we repeat, | 
again and again, that the smaller rate of mortality which pre- | 
vails, and has for many years prevailed, in London, ought al- | 
ways to be considered a strong proof of the superiority of the| 
old English system of leaving people to manage their own| 
affairs as they themselves felt to be most advisable. Paris, it 
is true, is fast approaching towards the conditions of ease and | 
comfort to be observed in English cities ; but this has been | 
produced precisely by the despotic will of the Emperor, in| 
direct opposition to all the habits, or the traditions, of the ad-| 
ministration we seem so blindly bent upon imitating. And yet 
no where in Paris can a stranger, with only moderate pecuniary 
resources, secure the advantages of a decent system of sewer- 
age, or of a satisfactory water supply, either as to quantity or 
as to quality. So little, indeed, is the latter condition of a 
water supply taken into account by the “ administration” of 
our neighbours, that the bulk of the water distributed by the 
municipality of Paris is still supplied from the disgusting Canal 
de ’Oure. It is not one, but a dozen Rues de Rivoli, or 
Boulevards Sebastopol, which are wanting to correct the evils 


produced by the “ administration” when left to itself; in the 
meantime, we contend that the size of the Parisian washhand- 
basins, and the smell which pervades the-atmosphere directly 





the barriers are passed, ought to make us rather bear the ills 
we may have, than fly to those we know not of—for Paris, it 























‘|| it is impossible to say when the ruin of the cotton crop may 
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must be observed, is confessedly the object of the admiration 
of those who are anxious “‘ to continentalize our institutions.” 

Foreign Governments, although, of course, but little dis- 
posed to give up any of the powers they possess, are keenly 
aware of the difticulties of the position in which they are placed, 
and of the dangers to which they are exposed, from the ten- 
dency of their subjects to hold them responsible for the visita- 
tions of Providence. Nearly all the revolutions which have 
desolated our neighbours have had their proximate cause in a 
scarcity of provisions, or in a failure of some important crop ; 
whilst, hitherto, in England, we have been wise enough to see 
that the duty of a Government is merely to regulate the exer- 
cise of the national energies, without attempting to compensate 
| for natural evils. At the present day, when there are so many 
| mysterious agents at work in the organic world, and the potato, 
| the vine, and the silk crops are alike exposed to danger ;_ whilst 





|arrive; and the cholera amongst men, and the murrain amongst 
cattle, still threaten us with their unaccountable ravages; at 





|| such a time, it does seem to be the height of folly, or of mad- 
|hess, to destroy the self-reliant spirit of our nation. All philo- 
;sophers and statesmen of coutinental nations, too, have now 
become convinced that the despotisms of Europe are mainly to 
be accounted for by the destruction of local independence by 
the central administrations. With these lessons before our 
eves, however, we seem to be blindly imitating the most fatal 
,errors of our neighbours; and, like them, to clamour for a 
| system which has hitherto only proved itself able to solve the 
| weighty problem of ‘ how not to do” the duty it undertakes. 








| How useless do all the lessons of history seem to be! How 





| little are men disposed to profit by the experience of others! 
|| By the way, there was in the very same number of the Times, | 
| whsioh contained an account of the fire at Messrs. Pickford’s es- 
tablishment (June 11), a notice of a fire in the Champs Ely- 
|| sées of Paris, containing a notice of an incident to which we | 
|| may refer as proving the superiority of our municipal regu- 
|jlations to those of our highly ‘‘ administered” allies. The | 
| Times correspondent mentions, quite as a matter of course, that 
|| the passers-by, on the occasion of this last-named fire, were 
|| stopped by the police and made to work “at the chain,” that 
|,i8 to say, to assist in passing buckets of water from the nearest 
source to the fire-engines. During our own residence in Paris 
we have been compelled to take our part in this necessary, but 
|| painful and unhealthy work ; and so, practically, we know the 
|| nature and extent of the inconvenience it implies. Yet, French- 





| men being accustomed to cast all cares of this description upon 
| their ‘‘ administration,” do not seem even to suspect that no- 
|| thing would be easier than to dispense them from a labour 
|| so irksome, and, we may add, so dangerous. In badly-admi- 
| |nistered London, and notwithstanding the outcries of the 
| penny-a-line office seekers, there is hardly ever any lack of water 
in case of fire, and, moreover, it is to be obtained under such 
conditions as to render unnecessary the ridiculous and barbar- 
ous ‘‘ chain’ so often to be seen on the continent, where fire- 
plugs are almost unknown, and the mains are not always under 
charge. In this particular matter, too, the English public is 
very unjust to the water companies ; for the water which is used 
for extinguishing fires—all of which must be filtered, and 
pumped from a very great distance—is supplied gratuitously, 
'|and is wasted in the most lavish manner, as if it cost nothing. 
| The correspondence which has lately taken place upon the 
| subject of the pumping in St. James’s Park, confirms the position 
jtaken by our correspondent (‘‘ A Civil Engineer and Archi- 
|tect ’’) with respect to the source of supply, and the probable 
| effects of those works upon the neighbouring wells. It would 
|| be, of course, idle to suppose that our “ administration ” would 
|ever stop to consider its moral obligation to respect the rights 
' of private parties, even when, by the strict letter of the law it 
may be considered free from such vulgar restraint; yet, whilst we 
admit that the authorities of the Woods and Works have a clear 
right to pump as much water as they can raise from any well 
they. may sink in their own grounds, we do contend, and the 
‘recent correspondence proves, that, morally, the said authorities 
‘are not justified in cutting off a gratuitous water supply, which 
\is highly prized by many of the rich and poor, in spite of the 
assertions of Messrs. Easton and Amos, the pump and engine 
makers, or of some of our alarmist medical officers. It would 
appear also from this correspondence that our “administration” 
|| employs its tradesmen to advise it in professional questions ; 
||just as the late Mr. Cubitt was employed, even by royalty, to 

















| 
jact as architect and builder. In the name of the professions 


of architect and engineer we protest against this style of pro- 
ceeding ; and we cannot but attribute the failures of the Orange 
Street Wells, and the disagreeable collision with public feeling | 
which must ensue in the case of the Duck Island Works, as' 
well as the supreme bad taste of the recently-erected royal) 

: . | 
palaces, to this preference for so-called practical men, over pro- | 
perly educated engineers and architects. In this respect, 
something would be gained by an imitation of the continental 
systems; although, upon the whole, we still are of the opiaion| 
that even the defects of our free trade in art and science are! 
less permanently dangerous to society than the creation of, 
such a class of educational aristocracy, as the Government 
engineers and architects of other countries would ultimately 
prove itself to be. 

Whilst talking of continental matters, we may perhaps add, 
that a great deal of ill feeling has lately been created by the in- 
terference of Lord Stratford de Redcliff in the matter of the 
Isthmus of Suez Canal. Here, again, our “ administration ” 
has shown its usual want of tact in selecting its advisers. It 
has connected itself with the very crude and unsatisfactory 
scheme for carrying the Indian traffic down the Euphrates 
Valley, in defiance of the more elaborate investigations which 
have been made for the Red Sea route. The consequence 
has been, as might have been expected, that the most recent 
inquiries have only served to cast discredit upon the first 
advisers of our Ministers in the Euphrates Valley route. 





ON WATER METERS. 

From the returns presented to Parliament it would appear, as 
we observed some time since, that the average quantity of| 
water pumped by the London companies was not less than| 
38} gallons per individual per day, calculated upon the total | 
population of this huge metropolis. We are not prepared to 
take these returns entirely upon faith either of the companies 
who make them, or of the inspectors of the General Board of| 
Health who publish them; and, indeed, the guagings of the| 
quantities of water flowing in the sewers would induce us to 
suspect that they are slightly exaggerated. But, however this 
may be, it is tolerably certain that the consumption of water 
in London is increasing at a rate which menaces to become an 
evil of serious magnitude ; for the means of supplying the fluid 
do not increase with the population, or with its demands ; and 
it therefore becomes an imperative duty upon the water com- 
panies to husband their resources, and to check, as far as they 
possibly can, any waste of water. That such waste does 
exist at present we are firmly convinced ; because if we only 
assume that 30 gallons of water are supplied daily to each 
customer, man, woman, and child, it must be evident that they 
cannot fairly be employed. Unless large baths be used, let a 
man’s personal ablutions be ever so copious, we question 
whether he could possibly use more than 10 gallons per day 
for that purpose, and if we allow an additional quantity of 10 
gallons for the other requirements of life, we shall arrive at a 
total actual consumption of 20 gallons per head per day, which 
is sufficient, we conceive, for any reasonable man. ll beyond 
this is wasted ; and it behoves water companies to take active 
measures to check so dangerous a state of things as appears to 
prevail in London, and in far too many country towns. 

For our own parts, we believe that this tendency of the public 
to waste water is mainly to be attributed to the mode in which 
the charge for a water supply is made, It is usually, for do- 
mestic purposes at least, calculated at a rate, per cent., of the 
rental of the house occupied, without reference to the number 
of parties using, or abusing the water ; and far too often with- 
out reference to the means of detailed distribution. In fact, 
we think this system acts as a provocation to waste ; certainly 
it offers no inducement to economize water ; nor do we believe 
that the latter object will ever be seriously brought before the 
public until the payment for water shall be made contingent 
upon the quantity actually used. We mean distinctly, that we 
believe it to be essential both for the sake of the public itself, 
and for the sake of the water companies, that water should be 
paid for according to the indications of the meter, not in any 
arbitrary proportion of the rental of the house; just as gas is 
sold, in fact, nor indeed does the price per thousand feet of 
water differ so much from that of a thousand feet of gas as to 
lead us to make any @ priori distinction between them. 

There is a class of maudlin philanthropists who declaim upon 
the desirability of using and wasting water without let or 
hindrance ; and really the introduction of the small pipe drains 
has, to some extent, rendered such an unlimited supply an in- 
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dispensable necessity. But we may observe in reply to these 
mistaken enthusiasts (for it is to be remarked that the advo- 
cates for the waste we now complain of are the same parties 
who have enforced the unsuccessful telescopic sewers), that 
even if a liberal supply of water ought to be secured, it is, as 
an abstract proposition, equally a matter of justice that every 

rson should bear his portion of any public burthen in the 
exact ratio of the benefit he receives from the outlay under- 
taken for the supply of the social wants creating it. It may 
be, and we believe that it is, true that men should contribute 
towards defraying the general charges of society according to 
their means ; but we hold it to be equally true, that they 
should pay for the objects of their personal consumption ac- 
cording to their actual use of them. Certainly, as a matter of 
policy, the application of the opposite principle has in all cases 
led to wasteful extravagance ; and the doctrine that the poor 
should have unlimited supplies of water, at a nominal price, 
simply because they are poor, has led, we are convinced, to 
many of the failures of the constant supply—failures, that is to 
say, so far as the economical results are concerned. To our 
minds, the most efficient mode of preventing the waste of water 
is to make the consumers pay in proportion to the quantity 
actually supplied to them, at a rate which would of course 
be proportionately low when the water companies are protected 
from the more important sources of loss from which they at 
present suffer. Eventually, it will be found that in this, as 
in most similar cases, the true interests of the companies and 
of the public are identical ; and, therefore, that the guardians 
of the public interests are bound to assist the companies in the 
attempt to enforce economy in the use of an article we have 
unfortunately been taught to consider of little or no value 
unless poured forth in unlimited quantities. 

The inquiry into the best system of water meters will be, 
therefore, one of paramount importance at some future period ; 
and we can but again express our sincere desire to advance 
the solution of the problem. Some time since, we urged the 
meter manufacturers to communicate to us any information 
they might have upon the subject; and we, personally, have 
asked the professional advisers of some of the London water 
companies to assist us in our researches. Unfortunately, 
engineering, under our free-trade principles, is ‘‘ a mystery” as 
well as “‘ an art” in England ; and our appeals have been far 
less successful than we should have desired. We have not 
the elements of a satisfactory investigation of the various kinds 
of water meters before us, and do not therefore pretend to 
make any other than vague, general remarks upon them— 
such, in fact, as we shall be happy to correct, or to withdraw, 
if any one would kindly indicate their errors, or shortcomings. 
A satisfactory water meter must unite the following con- 
ditions :—1. It must be economical in the first cost; because 
even so small a charge as £2 is equivalent to the water rate of 
a small tenement for six or seven years at the present tariffs, 
and it is to be feared that the bulk of the waste takes place 
amongst this class of consumers. 2. It must be of simple 
construction, easily examined and repaired; but, at the same 
time, it must be constructed in such wise that it cannot be 
easily tampered with. 3. It must interfere as little as pos- 
sible with the head of water in the supply pipe. Some 
engineers contend that meters ought to measure the actual 
quantity which passes through them, as their name implies; 
but evidently this would be a matter of indifference if what are 
called “ inferential’”” meters could be made so as to show 
with accuracy the conditions under which the water flows 
through them. Of course an actual measure of the quantity 
will always be most satisfactory ; but we are far from believing 
that it is impossible to construct inferential meters which 
should not give as correct indications as those of the positive 
meters. 

Perhaps the question of cost might be most effectually solved 
by allowing the companies to erect the meters, and to charge 
for their use, in the same way that some gas companies do; 
because not only would they, buying wholesale, be supplied at 
a lower rate than the public could be, but the companies could, 
under such circumstances, raise the necessary capital with less 
inconvemience than would be occasioned by each householder’s 
being at once obliged to incur the outlay. It would, however, 
be premature to discuss this question until the public shall be 
convinced that it is desirable to use meters as invariably for 
the supply of water as they now do for the supply of gas ; 
and, indeed, when we consider, as we said before, that 1000 
cubic feet of gas cost at present in London 4s. 6d., and that 
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1000 cubic feet of water, at the full parliamentary rate, cost | 
3s. 1°38d., it is surprising that this conviction has not already | 
taken possession of the public mind. Upon the question of | 
construction, however, we are somewhat more advanced, and 
several very successful, though still only partially successful, | 
attempts have been made to solve the difficulties of execution. | 

From the published accounts we gather that the most re- 
markable of the positive meters, that is to say, the meters 
which have given the most satisfactory results, are the Parkin- | 
son’s and the Kennedy’s meters.. Of the “ inferential”’ ones, 
Taylor’s, Sieman’s, Gorman’s, and Sturge’s meters appear to 
divide the opinions of theoretical and practical engineers. 
Frankly we must confess that we see objections to all of those 
we have named—both positive and inferential. Parkinson’s 
meters are certainly admirable instruments for registering the 
actual quantity of water flowing through them ; but they break 
the pressure, and must be applied at a considerable distance | 
from the mains. Kennedy’s meters, when new and carefully, 
made, register with equal accuracy to the Parkinson’s machines ; | 
but they are easily put out of order, and long wear must vitiate 
the correctness of their indications. They are cumbrous too) 
withal ; still they may be applied directly upon the branch pipe || 
from the main, and they do not fatally cut off the pressure as 
the Parkinson’s metersdo. Then, with regard to the inferential 
meters, the objections appear to be more serious. All of them 
aliow a certain quantity of water to pass without affecting the 
indications of the dial; all of them must give indications af- 
fected by a co-efficient varying with the construction of each 
particular instrument, and with its conditions of wear. The 
simplest machines of this class are the best, and therefore it is 
that we ourselves are inclined to prefer the meters which ob- 
tain their indications from the revolutions of float wheels 
working freely in the stream of water ; those, in fact, which 
approach as nearly as may be to the construction of the Wolt- 
mann’s wheel. We repeat, however, that we have not the 
elements of forming any decided opinion on a subject of such 
vital importance ; and again we urge our correspondents or 
manufacturers to aid us in the endeavour to arrive at the truth. 
Alas! there seems to be so little of that quality in the com- 
mercial world, that men even question the sincerity of such 
inquiries. This is sad ; but until the return of the golden age 
we must be resigned to the misfortune, and only labour to 
prove that the suspicion is unfounded in our own case—which 
it certainly is ; for all we seek is Truth. 


Circular 10 Gas Compan (es. 


Ovr readers are well aware that, notwithstanding the positive 
manner in which the Chairman of the Great Central Company | 
announced that Mr. Clift, of the Birmingham and Staffordshire | 
Gas-Works, had taken up Mr. Croll’s contract for the manu- | 
facture of their gas, considerable doubts were at the time en- | 
tertained as to whether Mr. Dakin told his constituents the! 
whole truth. Speaking on Dec. 23 last, he is reported to! 
have said ;— | 
I had great pleasure in stating to you on Friday last that we had a tender 
to supply gas to us in future at ls, 9d., as before, by a party competent to the ; 
duty, and who would give sufficient security for the performance of his con- 
tract. I beg now tostate that what was then a tender is now acontract. I 
have taken a great amount of pains, and it has cost me much labour, to set | 
that matter right. I have been several times down to Birmingham on the | 
matter, and telegraphed to the gentleman referred to tocome to town last | 
night, and I summoned a special board meeting on the question. Iam happy 
now to tell you that we concluded the contract with that gentleman on satis- | 
factory terms, and he has deposited a material guarantee of a large amount | 
in the hands of the bankers for the due performance of his contract. That 
contract involves the supply of gas of an illuminating power equal to 13 sperm | 
candles of 120 grains, without any provision for an extra price beyond the | 
1s. 9d. It provides also for the pressure which we have found to be so essential 
to a proper supply of the City of London, and which has hitherto been a con- | 
stant source of contention. It likewise provides that Dr. Letheby’s reports | 
shall be taken as conclusive as to the purity and illuminating quality of the | 
gas. I call this a very important fact, and it is a point we are mainly con- 
cerned to get settled; for if we make our arrangements to get the necessary | 
supply of the required quality, and upon the principles for which this com- | 
pany was originated, we not only promote our own interests, but we doa great | 
public service, I may mention also that this contract not only extends to the | 
supply of the 250,000,000 which we ourselves consume, but also to the | 
330,000,000 which the amalgamated company (if the amalgamation comes to | 
pass) will consume in the City of London. 


Rumours of difficulties in carrying out this arrangement were 
soon afterwards current, but we refrained from any allusion to 
them in deference to the announcement made by Mr. Dakin, at 
the general meeting of April 24 last, that ‘‘the contract with 
the new contractor was legal and binding, and that the direc- 
tors were perfecting the arrangements, and had every reason 
to believe that the future supply of gas to their customers would 
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be equally satisfactory with the past.” It is, therefore, not with- 
out some surprise that we learn the negotiations with Mr. Clift 
have come to nothing after all, and that Messrs E. and A. Prior, 
the well-known railway-borne coal merchants, have definitively 
taken up the contract for a term of years. The precise condi- 
tions have not yet transpired in a sufficiently authentic form to 
warrant us in giving currency to the numerous rumours abroad 
|on the subject, but the extensive relations of the firm give them 
more than ordinary facilities for procuring coals on the most 
|advantageous terms, and their numerous coal depéts on all 
| the railways in the vicinity of London will materially assist them 
‘in finding markets for the coke. So far the arrangement is 
one which may be advantageous for all parties, if satisfactory 
‘security has been obtained for its performance, on which point 
our information is at present incomplete. It is not, however, 
|unlikely that the new contractors may propose to employ the 
screenings of household coal for the production of gas, and, 
\if so, Dr. Letheby’s office will no longer remain the sinecure 
it has recently become ; the citizens of London may otherwise 
expect to find a large increase in their gas bills, unless stringent 
| precautions have been taken for maintaining the illuminating 
| power to which they have of late been accustomed. 

| The remaining gas bills of the session have passed the ordeal 
of parliamentary committees without sustaining any important 
modifications. The Stratford-upon-Avon Gas Company have, 








however, had their maximum price reduced from 7s. to 5s. 6d. 
| per 1000 feet, but, as they are at liberty henceforward to 
| charge the same price for gas supplied to public lamps as to 
private consumers, the alteration has not the importance which 
might otherwise attach to it. The case is rather a peculiar 
‘one, and is interesting to the numerous smaller class of gas 
‘companies, engaged in lighting towns in which the population 
is less than 5000. Few such companies have statutory powers, 
and, seeing how indisposed parliamentary committees some- 
| times are to hear the evidence necessary to put them in full 
|| possession of the facts of each case, and how eagerly parlia- 
|, mentary returns—which are really valueless, unless the cir- 
cumstances of each case are fully explained, to determine what 
||is a reasonable price for gas in the particular instance under 
|| consideration—are seized upon, it appears to us that companies 
|, Whose position compels them to charge more than 6s. per 1000 
|, feet had better submit to the inconvenience of being without 
|statutory powers, rather than run the risk of having their 
| price reduced to less than a fair remunerating rate. It is im- 
|, possible to convince some committees of the immense differ- 
| ence in the cost of gas between places where the consumption 
| is large and concentrated and where it is small and spread over 
ja large area, They run their eyes down the last parliamentary 
return, and, seeing that the average of prices is less than 6s., 
,|they come to their conclusions without stopping to inquire 
whether the consumption is 3,000,000 or 30,000,000 feet, and 
hence small gas companies are generally more harshly dealt 
with than the larger ones. 

The Victoria Gas Company succeeded in upsetting a claim 
| which the Barking Road Trustees have hitherto forced upon all 
| gas companies in their district, by which their consent was 
necessary before any pipes could be laid across, along, or under 








Act, 1847, is a complete protection for all such bodies against 
any abuse, in this respect. of the powers granted to gas com- 
panies. 


Megtster of New Jatenis. 


|, 2862.—Jamrs Mizen, of Deptford, in the co. of Kent, for “ Improvements 
in apparatus for making gas, partly applicable to culinary or other domestic 

|, purposes.” Patent dated Dee, 8, 1856. 

| The principal object of this invention is to economize gas-making, and to 

| place the means of making gas for lighting and other domestic purposes 

|| within the reach of all persons, and to apply the heat which is now lost at 

the gas- works to culinary and other domestic and useful purposes. 

The apparatus to be employed consists of a retort or retorts of a cylin- 
drical, rectangular, or other suitable form, which is or are to be applied at 
the back or side of an ordinary domestic range, provided with boiler and 
|| oven, as usual, or to any other ordinary fire-grate of the usual or other 
convenient shape. The said retort is intended to distil coal, bones, wood, 
oils, and fatty matters, or any other refuse or other material from which* 
gas can be evolved by distillation. ‘The top or mouth of the said retort is 
to be closed by means of a cover or lid properly luted, and secured by a 
||cross-bar and screw, or in any other suitable manner; and the retort is 
| furnished, immediately below the lid, with a pipe for carrying away the 
|gas. This pipe, which is provided with union joints and a stop-cock, con- 
|| Veys the gas to an ordinary dry-lime or other purifier, whence it passes 
|; into a suitable receiver or gasholder to be used for lighting, cooking, and 


| other domestic purposes. 











their road. This is as it should be, as the Gas- Works Clauses | 


The pipe is also furnished, between the retort and the purifier, with a|' 
vessel to receive the tar and other liquid products of distillation. 

A second part of this invention consists in providing the top or lid of 
the boiler attached to the domestic range or grate above named with a 
hole, in which is inserted a pipe having a funnel-shaped or other head to 
receive liquids intended to be warmed, the lower end of the pipe being |! 
closed, or provided with a stop-cock for the purpose of drawing off the 
liquids when required. 

The claim is for the general construction and arrangement of the appa- | | 
ratus for the above purposes, as shown in the drawings, and hereinbefore | | 
particularly described. | 





2974.—AtrrEep Vincent Newton, of 66, Chancery Lane, London, me- | 
chanical draughtsman, for ‘* Improvements in machinery for boring, turne | 
ing, tapping, and screwing fittings for gas, water, steam, and other pipes, 
and in vices for‘holding the same while they are operated upon.” Patent | 

dated Dec. 15, 1856, 
The nature of this invention relates to the arrangement and construction | 
of several parts of a machine, and to the combination of two or more of | 
those machines, so as to tap, screw, bore, ream, or turn different ends of || 
pipe fittings at the same time, whereby those operations are performed in || 
amore perfect manner and more expeditiously than has been done hitherto; 
and to a new arrangement of vices, or acompound vice, for holding to the 
action of the machines the object to be wrought upon. 

It consists, first, in means whereby the extent of the advance of the |) 
cutting tool is governed, and its direction or motion changed at the proper || 
time automatically. | 

2. In the device whereby the fitting screws of the combined machines 
are allowed to be put in gear with their nuts simultaneously. 

3. In the device by which the tools of the combined machines can be | 
brought to and carried from the work, and which, at the same time, || 
permits any one of them to advance or recede whilst the others remain at || 
rest, or move in the opposite direction. i] 

4, In the combination and arrangement of two or more machines adapted | 
to the purpose of performing the above named operations on different ends | 
of pipe fittings at the same time, with a holding vice adapted to hold the 
fittings which is common to all the machines. 

5. In a compound vice, having two or more sets of jaws to hold fittings, || 
and arranged to revolve on a centre common to all the jaws. | 

By the term “pipe fittings” or “ fittings” used in this specification is | 
meant those short pieces of cast or wrought metallic pipe, either straight 
or angular, uniform or irregular, in size or diameter, at their different ends, | 
which are used to join metallic pipes together in straight lines or in angles || 
to each other by means of male and female screw threads put on the pipes |’ 
and fittings ; and the claim is, i} 

1, Governing the advance of a rotating traversing cutting-tool, by ad- || 
justing on the rotating traversing mandril that carries the tool, the driven 
part of the coupling to such an amount of lap that the driving part thereof, |; 
with the advance of the mandril, carrying with it the driven part of the | 
coupling, shall effect the disengagement of the coupling at the required || 
point, thereby arresting the further rotation of the tool. | 

2. Constructing the coupling with long, short, and inclined vices for 
the purpose of reversing the motion of the cutting-tool by the action of | 
the coupling. | 

8. When the screw feeding-gear of two or more machines are con- 
nected, combining either the nuts or screws thereof with springs, in the 
manner set forth. 

4, The rest-plate and its connexions for the purpose of bringing the 
tools combined therewith to their work, and yet permit any one of them to 
remain at rest, or advance or recede in their work, without affecting the 
others. 

5. The combination of two or more machines adapted to the purpose 
of boring, turning, tapping, screwing, or reaming different ends of pipes 
fittings at the same time, with a vice common to the combined machines. 

6. The compound vice having two or more sets of jaws adapted to hold- 
ing, and arranged to revolve around a centre common to all the jaws. 
2975.—Wit11aM AustIN, of Upper Portland Place, Wandsworth Road, 

London, civil engineer, for “Improvements in pipes or tubes, and in the 

method of joining and laying the same.”’ Patent dated Dec. 16, 1856. | 
This invention consists in forming the ends or extremities of pipes or 
tubes in such manner that they may be more easily made secure against 
leakage, and more readily laid and united together; and, when required, 











| may be taken apart with greater facility than ordinary pipes, and without 





destroying them. 

This is effected by making the shape or form of the extremities of each 
length of pipe alike, in lieu oft he ordinary spigot-and-faucit or flange, so 
that they will follow each other; and whether spigot ends of circular 
form, or half-cireular ends are used, lapping over each other, and en-| 
closed or not with separate clips or sockets, as may be necessary, 
forming, when laid, a continuous tube, by alternately turning them | 
over or reversing them. They will thus not only admit of being laid with | 
greater facility, but also of being changed or taken apart without destroy- | 
ing them, as is frequently the case with pipes and joints of the ordinary | 
construction, where it is found necessary to employ separate sockets, with |: 
packing (elastic or otherwise) interposed between the sockets and pipes. | 
‘They are made taper or conical on the interior surface, so that, by striking | 
them on one end, they wedge themselves tightly on the packing, which | 
they compress, The material of which the packing is made must be that! 
best suited to the purpose for which the pipes are used, that which may | 
be suitable for water-pipes being unfit for gas-pipes. The pipes may be} 
made in such lengths as are found most convenient for the purpose to || 
which they are to be applied. The forms of the edges or laps of the joints | 
are intended to prevent the lateral movement of one pipe upon the other. | 
Where it is desirable to provide for such a contingency, various forms of 
toothing or tongueing may be used, but the bird’s-mouth, or simple V-edge, 
and corresponding groove, is considered the best adapted for the purpose, 
when it is required that the pipes should retain the water, or other matter, 
passing through them; the joint may be luted with clay or cements, | 
clay being preferable, as being liable to set, which admits of the removal | 
of any single pipe without destroying it, or those in connexion with it. | 
They may be so formed that the ends of the contiguous pipes overlap each | 
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other, but having the rebates cut out at queae sides. By this arrange- 
ment, any alternate pipe can be lifted for the purpose of examining, clean- 
ing, and unstopping, or relaying, without disturbing the contiguous pipes, 
and thus avoiding destruction in removal, In either of these forms the 
angles of the lap may be rounded off, to give strength, and to avoid chip- 
ping. When any of the forms of lapped pipes are used for the conveyance 
of liquids or fluids under pressure, it is further proposed to secure the joints 
from separating longitudinally, by either cutting or casting them with a 
slightly bevilled, or wedge-formed edge ; but this will rarely be required 
for ordinary purposes. The application of taper sockets to the junctions 
of iron pipes for the conveyance of water, gas, steam, &c., insures a firm 
and secure joint, which can at any time be tightened by drawing up the 
collar on the packing, and compressing it, and relieved by simply drawing 
back vue collar, to admit of a single pipe being removed for repair or 
otherwise. 

The claim is for— 

1. The construction of pipes or tubes, in the various forms described, 
for the conveyance of liquids, fluids, and other purposes to which pipes 
are applied, having their ends so shaped that, by simply reversing them, 
they will follow each other, and form a continuous tube, whatever may 
be the configuration of the interior or exterior of such pipes, or of what- 
ever known material they may be made. 

2. The combination of taper clips, or sockets, with such pipes, with the 
||interposition of packing (elastic or otherwise) between the pipes or 
sockets, by which arrangement a better or more secure joint is ensured, 
and a saving in the labour of laying is effected, and increased facility 
given for the removal of individual pipes for repair or otherwise. 


PROVISIONAL PROTECTION 
HAS BEEN GRANTED FOR THE UNDERMENTIONED PATENTS. 


874.—Joun Horace Taytor, of 24, Alma Street, Hoxton, London, en- 
gineer, for ‘Improvements in apparatus for regulating the flow of fluids, 

| applicable to water-closets and other similar purposes.”” March 30, 1857. 

1539.—Frank Perks Fetitows, of Wolverhampton, in the co. of Staf- 
ford, brass-founder, for “Improvements in the manufacture of hinges, 
cocks, and other jointed articles, or articles of which one part is required 
to be capable of turning upon or in another part of the same article.” 
June 1, 1857. 

1542.—Lovis Laurent Brquemix, of 30, Rue de la Douane, Paris, 
gentleman, for “‘ Improvements in cocks.’ June 1, 1857. 

1554.—JamEs ALLEN, of the city of Manchester, in the co. of Lancaster, 
brass-founder and copper-smith, and Joun Grpson, brass-founder, for 
“An improved union joint.’ June 2, 1857. 

1566.—Ricuarp ArcHTBALD Brooman, of 166, Fleet Strect, London, 

for “ Improvements in gas burners.” June 3, 1857. 


INVENTION PROTECTED FOR SIX MONTHS BY THE 
DEPOSIT OF A COMPLETE SPECIFICATION. 
1612.—Joun Gepor, of 4, Wellington Street South, Strand, London. 
patent agent, for “‘Jmprovements in constructing gas retorts in the furnaces 

of steam-engines or other furnaces.” June 9, 1857. 


NOTICES HAVE BEEN GIVEN OF INTENTION TO PROCEED 

WITH THE UNDERMENTIONED PATENTS. 

307.—Tuomas Wittiam Rayner, of St. George’s East, in the co. of 
Middlesex, plumber and brass-founder, for ‘‘ Improvements in cocks and 
valves.’ Feb. 3, 1857. 

372.—Davip Fatconer Wricut, of 68, Causeyside, Paisley, in the ec. 
of Renfrew, for “7 nprovements in the mechanical arrangement for raising 
and forcing of water, or other fuid, air, or gases.” 

| 377.—Witt1aM Tuomas Wa.ker, of 55, King Square, in the parish of 
St. Luke, London, civil engineer, for “ Improvements in apparatus used 

| in gas-works for exhausting, forcing, transmitting, and regulating the flow 

| of gas, and cleansing and warming gas apparatus.’ Feb. 10, 1857. 

1539.—F rank Prerxs Fet.ows, of Wolverhampton, in the co. of Staf- 
ford, brass-founder, for ‘“ Improvements in the manufacture of hinges, 
cocks, and other jointed articles, or articles of which one part is required 
to be capable of turning upon or in another part of the same article.” 
June 1, 1857. 














Parliamentary Intelligence, 


SHREWSBURY GAS BILL. 
TuEspAy, JUNE 9, 1857. 
(Before Mr. Butter, chairman, and Messrs. CueetTuam, E. B. Kine, 
Baruorst, and HanBury.) 

Mr. C ALVERT, QC., with whom was Mr. Burke, appeared for the pro- 
moters; and Mr. Serjeant PicGorr appeared for the corporation of Shrews- 
bury, who were petitioners against the bill. 

Mr. Catverr said, it was his duty to lay before the committee the case 
of the Shrewsbury Gas Company. It was a very short one, and was clearly 
oe in the preamble of the bill (which the learned counsel read), 
_ lls Case Was in its nature, therefore, a very short one; and the preamble 
just read told the story which he had to submit to the committee. 





Ne be ortgage or bond, as was generally permitted, at present. There was 
had —— peculiar circumstance connected with them, viz., that they 
mittee pe upon their price and no limit upon their dividends. The com- 
onl roy ry doubt familiar with the fact, that, as a general rule, when 
which ra th } an description realized 10 per cent., there was a process by 
duced. Th re enetit of the community, the price of gas was at once re- 
and the aoe b ay sbury people themselves formed this company originally, 
The works w ~ of the shareholders were still inhabitants of that borough. 
pany ; but Bc begun in due course upon the establishment of the com- 
wad Slionather 3 £10,000 had been expended, it was found that the capital 
addition, were Sher prorat ; and in the. years 1822-24 various sums, in 
taken by the “ud out upon the undertakiug In the latter year, £524 was 
gross ox proprietors as dividend ; but, before the end of that year, the 

ra amount expended upon the works, beyond capital, was £1104. 
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| only asked for ; 


} 
| capital of £40,000 and 


| preamble, they state that “ the bill contains no provision fi 





| sanction. } 
| but he hoped the committee would not think that that maximum was fixed 
| too high; and as to the next allegation, “ that the company h 
They 

| had —— that the capital was originally £8000; that the company pos- 
fp & power to obtain £2000 more, but they were not allowed to borrow | 





on to state that the company proposed to make certain arrangements in re- 
| ference to the A and B shares, and they asserted that it wasintended to take | 


As Shrewsbury increased, the demand for gas increased likewise; and as the 
company had no borrowing powers, it was necessary from time to time to ap- 
propriate further sums out of revenue for the enlargement of the works. The 
result was that, although the net earnings of the company, up to 1856, were 
£36,322, they had actually distributed in dividends only £21,975; the calcula- 
tion being this, that, instead of paying their proprietors 10 per cent., they had 
paid them 6 per cent , and the remaining 4 per cent. had been invested in 
the concern. The committee would find, however, that it was not necessary 
to go very minutely into the sums, because the promoters of the bill did not 
ask for powers to capitalize what they had withdrawn from revenue by 
£2000 or £3000. The total sum expended, including the original capital, 
was £24,347. Of this it was considered that £1387 should be written off as 
the cost of certain old works replaced by new (besides the repairs and re- 
newals which, from year to year, were required in a concern of this 
description), and should not be carried to the credit of the capital account. 
This left a balance of £12,960 beyond the first capital expended in additional 
works; and of this sum £1500 had been advanced by the bankers of the 
company upon a standing account, there being a considerable sum due to 
the company at the present time by their customers. 

Mr. Cueeruam: Of this £12,960 expended out of revenue, you seek to 
capitalize £10,000, making your total capital £20,000? 

Mr. Catverr said that such was the case, the company having made this 
sacrifice from year to year for the benefit of the town. It was, perhaps, 
right that he should state, that on one occasion there was a statement made 
by the secretary to the eilect that only £18,000 had been expended by the 
company; but the mistake in which that statement originated had been 
subsequently discovered, and it was now clearly ascertained that the sum 
for which the company were entitled to credit was £24,547, less by the 
£1387 for replacements. During the whole period of their existence 
they had furnished the consumers with good gas; indeed, upon this 
point no question had been raised by the opponents of the bill. They 
had also reduced the price from 10s. or 12s. at first, down to 5s. at the 
present time; and as the population of Shrewsbury had increased, and the 
demand for gas became larger, they had from time to time added to their 
works so as to meet the requirements upon them. To show the importance 
of the locality, he might mention that there were now no less than four 
railways coming into the town, and that three more, for which bills had 
been obtained, were in progress. Under these circumstances, it could not 
be doubted that the supply of gas would be still further increased, and that 
it was the duty of the company to come before the committee, and ask for 
such powers as would enable them adequately to meet the demand, There- 
fore it was that they pressed for authority to capitalize the £10,000 already 
expended, and leave to raise £20,000 more. He (Mr. Calvert) did not wish now 
to go into the question of the expediency of capitalizing profits, but there 
were precedents innumerable to prove that it was the practice where com- 
panies had applied portions of their revenue to the extension of their works, 
to come to Parliament and ask for the privilege of treating such expenditure | 
as capital. He need only refer to the cases of the Willenhall, Guildford, and | 
Coventry Gas Companies, and the Chester Water Company. All these cases | 
and others went exactly upon the same principle; and this company having | 
done their du tisfactorily by the town of Shrewsbury, would, he felt | 
sure, be granted the like advantage, especially as they now proposed to light | 
not only the municipal borough, but all the parishes within three miles. | 
The general result of their application was this: the original capital of} 
£10,000 would remain at 10 per cent.; on the second £10,000, which | 
they sought to capitalize, and which would be the B shares, they 

l 5 per cent.; and on the further sum of £20,000 which 

, ked power the interest would be 7} per cent. Then} 
they proposed to ask the committee to give them a borrowing power | 
to the extent of £4000 upon the capital already paid up; and, with respect 
to the new capital of £20,000, when they had spent £10,000, to have a} 
borrowing power to the extent of £2000 more, and a like sum when the 
remaining £10,000 had been spent ; so that, when the capital was all paid 
up and the borrowing powers in full operation, there woul share 

. loan capital of £5000. As he proposed to examine 
Mr. Hawksley, he would not trouble the committee with any remarks upon 
the subject of the works to be executed, but would proceed at once to refer 
to the petition presented against the bill. After reciting the recent Act | 
which had been passed, the petitioners asked that no powers might be 
granted to the company by which the corporation would be placed ina 
worse position than they were at present. They set out that, in the month 
of October last, the corporation entered into an agreemeut with the com- 
pany by which the terms for the public lights were satisiactorily adjusted 
between them, the price being fixed at 3s. 4d. 
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Of course that agreement | 
would not be interfered with, but would stand after the passing of this bill 
as it had done before. Then they went on to say that ° said bill con- | 
tains numerous clauses which are likely to affect your pe ners and ought 
not to pass your House ;” and then again, after reciting 2 portion of the} 
i new works to 
justify so large an increase of capital.” He (Mr. Calvert) believed he should | 
be able to satisfy the committee that the money asked for was absolutely re- | 
quisite. Then the petition stated that “ no sufficient reason exists for such a | 
large increase of capital, and that some of the provisions in reference thereto | 
are contrary to precedent and altogether unjustifiable.” The petitioners went 














10 per cent. interest on both classes. He, however, explained to the committee | 
that the promoters only sought to charge a portion of the revenue sacrificed 
with 5 per cent; and, therefore, he hoped the arrangement would meet their | 
They also objected to the new share capital bearing 7} per cent., | 
we extended 

their permanent works is incapable of proof,” he should satisfy the com- 

mittee beyond all doubt that such had been done. They then asked that 

the company should not be allowed to create any B shares at all, and that | 
interest on the other classes should be limited to a smaller maximum, It 

seemed to him that it was only common justice that the committee should 

be allowed to capitalize the amount of profits they had voluntarily sacrificed | 
for the benefit of the town of Shrewsbury; and 5 per cent. upon that sum } 
was surely not too high a rate of interest upon it. Their next allegation | 
was, that, contrary to all recent legislation, the bill contained no limitation | 
as tothe maximum price to be charged to consumers for gas; and upon } 
that point the promoters had made an arrangement which he thought | 
would be satisfactory to the committee. In looking at the various rates 

charged by other companies, they found that at Ormskirk, in the middle | 
of the coal district, the maximum price was 6s. 6d.; at Kingston-upon- | | 
Thames, 6s. 8d.; Ossett, 6s.; Holmfirth, 6s. 8d.; Guildford, Gs. 6d., &c.; and 
what this company proposed was, that they should have their maximum 
fixed at 6s. The committee would recollect that the 6s. maximum was | 
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not the only protection that the consumers would have; because, whenever 
the profits of the company € omer 10 per cent. upon the first capital, 
5 per cent. upon the second, and 74 upon the remainder, that process 
would take place to which he had referred, and a reduction in price 
would be the result. Then the petitioners said that “no sufficient 
provision was made by the bill to test the quantity of the gas sup- 
plied for public purposes.” Testing had hitherto been always with 

d to quality only, the quantity supplied had never been subject to test; 
and, therefore, it was incumbent upon the petitioners to state more clearly 
what it was they wanted. The committee would remember that all gas 
supplied to private consumers was supplied by meter, and the testing of the 
quality of their gas the promoters were quite willing to submit to. 

Mr. CueetrHam: Have you any fixed charge with reference to the gas 
supplied to the corporation ? 

Mr. Ca.vert: There has recently been an arbitration under the Shrews- 
bury Improvement Act, by which the price to the corporation has been 
fixed at 3s. 4d. 

Mr. Cueeruam: How is that estimated? 

Mr. Catvert: I believe it is by the size of the burner. 

Mr. Serjeant Piacorr: And it is estimated that each burner will burn 
five cubic feet per night. 

Mr. CueetrHam; We shall have evidence on these points, of course? 

Mr. Catvert: Yes, sir. The price is 3s. 4d., and in addition there is 
17s. 6d. for each lamp for cleaning and lighting. I shall not trouble you 
with any further observations, but will call before you evidence in support 
of our case. 

Mr. George Harris, examined by Mr. CALVERT. 

I am an accountant, residing at Shrewsbury. During the last two months 
I have been engaged going through the books and accounts of the Shrews- 
bury Gas Company, in order to ascertain what has been their outlay from 
the establishment of the works to the end of 1856. I have compared the 
payments charged in the company’s cash account with the sums charged 
in the separate account of expenditure, The total expenditure upon works 
has been £24,347. 14s. Ihave made out a statement of the affairs of the 
company down to the period I have named, which I produce. It shows 
that the sum invested in works, in addition to the £10,000 capital, is 
£14,347. 14s. That sum has been taken out of revenue, and might have 
been made matter of dividend, supposing the works had remained in the 
same state. The company paid no dividend till 1824, when they divided 
£520. The profits of the concern have, upon an average of the 36 years 
it has been in existence, been sufficient to pay 10 per cent.; the proportion 
actually divided among the shareholders has been 6 per cent.; the other 4 
per cent. has been applied in extension of works. 

By Mr. CueetHamM: From my examination of the books, I ascertained 
that a profit was realized upon the business of the company between 1820 
and 1824. In the two first years it was £80, and in the third £522. The 
company have not set aside any sum of money as a reserve-fund. 
Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Piacorr: The books of the company 
distinguish between moneys paid for repairs and moneys paid for new 
works. All repairs were paid for out of revenue, in addition to the sum 
named, 

Captain Ward, examined by Mr. Burke. 
I am the secretary of the Shrewsbury Gas Company, and have been so 
for the last twenty years. I produce the Act of Parliament under which 
they are incorporated. Iam acquainted with the various buildings, works, 
and machinery referred to in the statement of new works handed in by the 
accountant. ‘There is only one thing left of the machinery which was in 
existence when I took charge of the works, and that is an old gasometer: 
everything else is new. I have made the several payments for these works 
under the orders of the company. ‘The total sum expended in the concern 
is £24,347, from which must be deducted the cost value of works removed, 
about £1400, leaving a balance of £22,900. The original capital was 
£10,000, and the company had no borrowing powers under their Act of 
Parliament. Whenever, therefore, an increased consumption of gas has 
rendered an extension of the works necessary, the cost of it has had to 
come out of profits ‘The paper now shown to me contains an account of 
the charges for gas made by the company. From that it appears that 
when they began they charged 12s. per 1000, and that their lowest price is 
now 3s. 6d. ‘The maximum price to private customers is 5s.; the 3s. 6d. 
being charged to very large consumers, 
By Mr. CuererHam: We sell to the railway company at 3s. 6d. They 
are the only parties having it at that price. 
By Mr. Burke: The supply of gas to the railway amounts to £570 per 
annum, which is a very large sum in comparison with the accounts of pri- 
vate consumers. ‘The railway company have pe to supply their own 
gas, if they choose. They do all their own work in cleaning the lamps, and 
keeping them in order. We charge the public lamps at the rate of 3s. 4d. 
for gas, which is 55s.a lamp. We pay the lamplighters’ wages, find the 
lamps and posts, and keep them in repair, for which we receive, in addition, 
1s. 2d. per lamp. The cost of coal has not diminished in the same propor- 
tion that we have reduced the price of gas. Latterly, coals have risen very 
much, yet we have continued to make reductions. 
By Mr. CurerHam: When gas was 12s. per 10090, coals were 13s. 4d. per 
ton. Now, though gas is so much lower in price, coals are 15s. per ton. 
We use some portion of cannel coal in the manufacture 
Re-examined by Mr. Burke: Our profits are about £1200 a year, which 
is about 12 per cent. upon our capital; but we have never divided that 
amount among the proprietors. ‘The maximum dividend has been 9 per 
cent. upon the original capital. That amount we have paid for the last 
four years ; previously, it was 8, 7, 6, and 5 per cent., the average from the 
commencement to the present time being 6 per cent. The remainder of 
the profits has been laid out in the extension of works. Under the Act of 
Parliament the company were not limited as to the amount of dividend— 
they might divide what they liked ; nor were they limited as to the price of 
gas ; so that every reduction they have made has been perfectly voluntary 
on their parts. ‘The buildings in the suburbs of the town have very much 
increased since the compauy started. 
By Mr. CureeTuaAm: The population is about 20,000. There are four 
railways in the town already,and three others have received parliamentary 
sanction. We do not light the Guildhall—candles are used there—but we 
light almost all the other public buildings. We light the suburbs, which 
are rapidly increasing, and require that our works should be increased 
also. ‘That cannot be done without additional capital. We light the streets 
under contract with the corporation. Our works are situated in the lowest 
part of the town and near the canal, which is very convenient. 
By Mr. Burke : We propose to take land adjoining to our present works 
for the purposes of extension. 
By Mr. CueretuAm: I have kept the books of the company. There is a 
distinction maintained in them between expenditure upon new works and 








repairs. We have paid for the repairs of works out of revenue in addition 

to the sum named. We have set aside no sum for depreciation of property | 
besides £12,000, the excess after paying the dividends, which money was || 
invested in the funds and drawn out to pay for new works as we needed | 
them. Our make of gas last year was 24,000,000 cubic feet. The arrange- | | 
ment as to the price charged to the corporation was made under an arbitra-| 
tion by Act of Parliament ; we were compelled to arbitrate. The price! 
charged for gas in the nearest neighbouring town is 5s. | 

By Serjeant Pracorr: We have no depreciation fund. The money re- 
served from dividends was kept at the bankers, and afterwards invested in 
the funds to the credit of the company in the names of trustees; and the 
bankers received thedividends. [The books of the company were produced, | 
and witness was interrogated at some length as to the several payments | 
made, with a view to distinguish between new and enlarged works required 
for their increased business, and works rendered necessary to replace others 
—— by the ordinary wear and tear of manufacture. 

By Mr. Cueeruam: When I first went to the company, the make of gas 
was 10,000,000 cubic feet. They had only 27 retorts then, now there are | 
57 in operation. The cost of taking down burnt-out retorts and replacing | 
them with new, is not included in this account, though paid for out of 
revenue. In the case of condensers and purifiers, and the new double gas- 
holder which was substituted for the single one, we deducted the original | 
cost of those which were taken down from the cost of the new, charging 
the difference only in this account. 

By Serjeant Piccorr: Upon the occasion of the arbitration in 1856, | 
which has been referred to, I gave evidence as to the price charged for gas. 
I do not recollect whether I said that the original capital was £10,000, and 
that £8000 more had been expended out of profits, but probably I did. If) 
I stated that the £8000 had been reduced to £4000, and that 1 considered | 





the whole capital of the company was £14,000, it must have been a great | 
error. I do not think that I could have said so; I know that there was a | 
great misconception on the part of the corporation. 

Serjeant Precorr produced a paper, upon which he was proceeding to | 
question the witness. 

Mr. CuEETHAM inquired whether the document purported to be a report | 
of what took place before the arbitrator ? 

Serjeant Piccorr said it was a note taken by a gentleman at the time. | 

Mr. Burke said it was altogether a misconception. 

Mr. CHEETHAM: It amounts to nothing. If the statements put in now 
are to be relied upon, it is clearly a mistake. (To witness.) Did you pro- 
duce your books before the arbitrator ? 

Witness: Yes; this book was examined at the time. 

By Mr. CHeeTHAM: The shares of the company are £10 shares. Some | 
of them were sold this year for £20 each. They have varied in price at! 
times, but always sold well. The consumption of gas by the railway com- | 
pany is about half what the corporation consumes. We have made no ex- | 
periments at the works to ascertain the amount of our leakage, but we 
reckon it about 10 per cent. The leakage with the public lights is much | 
greater than with private consumers. I have gone into a calculation as to)| 
the cost of gas, and it is my opinion that we make no profit at all out of the 
supply to the public lamps. 

y Serjeant Priacorr: The cost of making our gas, including every ex- 
pense, and allowing for interest upon the capital invested in the under- 
taking, is 3s.4d. The dividends we have paid are as follow:—We began, in 
1824, by paying 6 per cent., which continued up to 1830. From that time | 
to 1837 it was 7 per cent.; in 1838 and 1839 it was 5 per cent; then 6 per 
cent. till 1844; 5 percent. in 1845; 6 per cent. from 1846 to 1849; 7 per cent. 
from thence to 1851; 8 per cent. till 1853; and since then 9 per cent. These 
dividends have been paid upon the amount of the original capital. 


Thomas Hawksley, Esq., examined by Mr. Burke. 

Iam an engineer, and have had much experience in the construction of 
gas-works J have not been the engineer of this company always, but have 
been called in to advise them with fespect to their present position. I have 
examined their works very ay and I consider that they are very fa- 
vourably situated for the supply of gas to Shrewsbury. [Map handed in 
and caplined by witness.] 1am acquainted with the town itself, and know 
that it has very much increased of late years. Several railways already 
centre there, and others are in progress. It seems to be a sort of nucleus} 
from which the railways diverge. I have made myself familiar with the | 
financial position of this company. I went down to Shrewsbury, and, | 
after examining the works, I asked to see the accounts specially having | 
reference to the statements in the preamble of this bill. From those | 








books, and from communications with the parties concerned, I ascer-| 
tained that the original capital was £10,000; and that, having spent! 
that, the company had gradually increased their works by payments 
out of profits. It would be obvious, from an examination of the plan 
put in, that the works, as they at present stand, must of necessity have | 
cost more than £10,000. I have been much engaged in investigating | 
the afiairs of other gas companies; and it is within my knowledge that it | 
is their practice to have recourse to profits for the extension of their works | 
when the original capital is expended. A great many have adopted that | 
course rather than come to Parliament; though, in my opinion, they ought 











always to do so. The increase in the consumption of gas is often very | 
gradual; and the companies, without seeing their way clear to meet a large | 
expenditure at once, are enabled, from time to time, to set aside portions of | 
profits for the purpose as the exigency arises. I am aware that such com-} 
panies have, in many instances, afterwards submitted their cases to Par- | 
liament, and asked for power to capitalize the profits so expended. I should, 
say that fully one half of all the gas companies have done so. This course! 
is not so advantageous for the proprietors; because, if a company employ | 
capital which has been raised on shares, it is usually chargeable with 10 
per cent. interest; but if they unfortunately appropriate to the purposes of 
extension what ought to have been divided among the shareholders, when 
they come to Parliament to capitalize those profits, they only get power to 
charge it with 5, or perhaps 74 per cent. Of course, it makes no difference 
to the public of Shrewsbury whether they get the accommodation arising 
from an extension of the company’s works out of capital subscribed or 
profits foregone; except that, in the latter case, they get it more cheaply. 
I made myself so far acquainted with the accounts of this company 
as to be able to advise them what should be charged to capital account 
and what to revenue. When I went down, as [ found that this bill! 
proposed to capitalize profits, I required to see their books, On in- 
specting them, I found that the large sum of £14,000 had been expended 
beyond the original capital, and I then required to know whether they 
had deducted the first cost of such apparatus as was not actually in 
——- upon the works. I found they had not; and I said, Parliament 
will not be satisfied unless this is done; and before you can present a state- 
ment tothe committee, you must go through your books again and ascertain 
what deductions of this kind should be made. Upon this the company, I 
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believe, evployed an accountant, who made out a statement showing that 
the cost, of the things removed was between £1300 and £1400; the balance 
is, of course, the actual expenditure out of profits upon extension of works. 
Without going over the works themselves, it is quite obvious that £2000 or 
£3000, as suggested, could not pay for what has been done upon them. 
Looking at the state of the works, I have no doubt whatever that they cost 
more than £20,000. I examined the quality of the gas supplied wy them, 
and it is as nearly as possible equal to the best coal gas supplied in London. 
I made inquiries as to the price charged, which certainly appears to me to 
be fair and reasonable with regard to the public, and ey reference to 
the capital actually employed in the service of the city of Shrewsbury. 
At Manchester, for instance, although a population of 400,000 is supplied 
from the gas-works, the price of gas to private consumers is 5s. per 
1000, which is the same as the price charged here where the concern 
is so much less. A comparison has been instituted between Shrews- 
b and Wolverhampton; but the latter is in the middle of a coal- 
field, it has a larger population, and there are an enormous number 
of iron and other works, which consume a great quantity of gas, 
and are very — t> a gas company. At Shrewsbury there are 
scarcely any. gas company can afford to supply a large quantity of gas 
in the gross much cheaper thaa when it has to be distributed over various 

rts of a town. The proportion of leakage in the former case is almost 
nothing, whereas in such cases as the — of public lamps, it is very 
large. With each lamp I should say the eakage is equal to that of ar, 
average private consumer, who burns five or six lights. The Pr.ctpal 
leakage is from the service-pipes, not from the mains. In the s*, ceets, every 
public lamp has a separate service; and it is here that the greatest loss is 
occasioned, and frequently the lamps are not turne,, off, It strikes me 
that the corporation have nothing to complain of, J think they have got a 
very good bargain. In reference to the Supply to private consumers, the 
higher price is justified on account of the cost of collection and the risk of 
bad debts. I consider that the terms proposed by this bill as to the rates 
of dividend upon the capital are very favourable to the town of Shrews- 
bury, and that the gas company will be put upon worse terms than many 
others, - i could give cascs to show that other companies have been more 
liberally dealt with. At St. Helen’s, the capital has been more than 





'|quadrupled; and at Bolton, three years ago, it was raised from £49,000 to 


£180,000. 
By Mr. CueerHam: The gas-works at Shrewsbury lie near the canal, 


-|and low, so that they are well situated to avoid the necessity for a heavy 


pressure. Notwithstanding this, however, there is a heavy pressure. The 
company, desiring to supply the public lamps with a flame four inches wide 
by two inches — (which I think is an pomp are obliged to give a far 
greater pressure than they ought. They are now actually working with a 
pressure of an inch and a half into the mains. They only get paid at the 
rate of 3s. 4d. on a calculation that the consumption is 5 feet, but it is in 
reality 6 feet or more. I went into a calculation upon this point to ascer- 
tain the fact. I got to know the size of the flame, there being no meter; 
and having had considerable experience, I know from that what the con- 
sumption is. Instead of the corporation having any ground for complaint, 
I think the terms upon which the company supply them are very reasonable; 
but the matter was settled by arbitration upon the supposition that meters 
could not be applied to public lights. 

By Mr. Burke: In my judgment, it would not be fair to the company to 
limit them by Act of Parliament to the price at which they are now supply- 
ing gas. There must be a margin, and for this reason (I can give the com- 
mittee a very strong example): Three years ago the cost of coal at Glasgow 
was 11d. per 1000 feet of gas; in the two following years it rose to 1s. 1ld., 
being now rather more than double what it was three years ago. It is the 
practice of Parliament to fix the sum higher to meet such contingencies as 
these. The limit fixed by the present bill is 6s. It is a fact that in London 
gas is now being sold by the Imperial Company at 4s. 6d., and Parliament 
has recently fixed the maximum at 6s. It is also the same in other places. 
At Liverpool, they charge a differential rate within and without the borough 
Mr. CuerrHam: The total outlay from revenue, according to this state- 
ment, is about £13,000, and the company propose to capitalize £10,000, thus 
writing off £3000 as depreciation. Is that, in your opinion, a fair and suf- 
ficient sum ? 

Witness: I think it is a very reasonable depreciation. 1! advised the com- 

y to reduce their claim to £10,000, because I thought Parliament would 

e perfectly satisfied with that deduction. Usually companies ask for, and 
commonly get, the amount actively employed in the works, without any 
allowance for depreciation at all. 
Mr. CneeruAm: But an expenditure made half-a-dozen years ago is not 
worth the same amount to-day. 
Witness: I find this as a general rule: The wear and tear in gas-works is 
about 1 per cent. per annum, and in water-works it is‘? percent. That 
would allow for the replacing of the whole of the works of the company once 
in 37 years. 
Mr. CHEETHAM: Has it ever been the case within your memory that a 
company seeking to capitalize profits have obtained 10 per cent.? 
Witness: In the earlier Acts they did; but it has not been so within the 
last seven or eight years. 
es CurEETHAM: Has it ever been reduced by Parliament below 7} per 
cent. ? 

Witness: Yes; but not so low as 5. At Liverpool, I think they gave them 
6} or 7 per cent. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Serjeant Piccorr: In the case I have referred to 
at Liverpool, the dividends which the company had been receiving varied 
very much as in this case, but they had ultimately realized 10 per cent. 
That bill was passed some years ago. In the case of the Coventry Com- 
pany, which capitalized profits, I am not aware that the dividend had pre- 
viously been only £3. 6s. 8d. per cent. I know that they are exceedingly 
small works, and had been very ill-managed, so tuat there was little of the 
original capital left. The circumstances of that case and the present are not 
at all analogous. This mode of capitalizing profits is not something new. 
I can give you acase known to myself—the Nottingham works—as far back 
as 1841 or 1842, There the original capital was £16,000, and Parliament 
increased it to £40,000. They had been paying 10 per cent. for some time 
previously. I made the valuation for the purpose; and I may state that 
they were allowed 10 per cent. upon the increased capital. 

t. CHEETHAM: I have even a stronger case than that within my 
recollection, where a company had been dividing 13 per cent. and Par- 
liament allowed them to capitalize £6000 or £8000, and gave them 10 per 
cent. upon that. 

Serjeant Pracorr: I do not think, with that fact before the committee, 
I ought to press the objection to that part of the preamble. 

- CHEETHAM: I think you are dealt with very fairly; my surprise 
was that the promoters did not come and ask boldly for the 74 per cent, 
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Serjeant Piacotr: I am far from saying that men who invest their 
capital should not have a proper return for it. 

The Cuarrman: We think the preamble of the bill is proved. 

Serjeant Piacorr: There are a few things with regard to clauses on 
which I have some propositions to make. I think the company ought to 
be contented with a 4s. 6d. maximum price. 

Mr. Cueeruam: We have it in evidence that the population of Shrews- 
bury is 20,000. Now, I do not know of any place in Lancashire with a 
similar population that is supplied at that price. . 

Serjeant Piacorr: Probably you do not know a place so well supplied 
with coal as Shrewsbury. In 1852 it was only 12s, per ton. 

Mr. CneeTHAm: In a case before this coxamittee the other day, we 
learned that the price of coal in the neigubourhood was only 7s., and yet | 
we gave a 6s. maximum. 

‘The clauses, as arranged by the promoters, were then gone through and 
agreed upon; and a clause, fixing the maximum price of gas at 6s. within 
the borough, and 7s. beyond, was ine<;¢ed. 

The Soticrror for the com oration applied to insert a clause, to the 
effect that the corporati~, might by letter require the company to lay down 
mains In any New “cyeets, and furnish gas at the same rate as the other 
lamps in the ’,orough are supplied for the time being, at distsices not ex- 
ceedin”” eight yards from each other. The Shrewsbury Improvement Act, 
he said, enabled the local commissioners to arrange for the lighting of the 
borough, but there were no powers in it to compel the gas company to co- 
operate with them. At present, a regular agreement existed between them 
for three years certain; at the end of that time, if they could not settle 
terms among themselves, they must go to arbitration again. 

Mr. CuEETHAM confessed that he did not see the necessity for the clause, 
which seemed to be a provision against the contingency of a quarrel. 

Soricrror: The effect of the bill just agreed to is to give the gas com- 
pany a monopoly. 

Mr. CuEETHAM: You do not seem to be suffering much from monopoly 
as to price. 

Mr. Cooper (for the company): The effect of the 86th clause in the 
Shrewsbury Improvement Act is, that we are obliged to light whatever the 
corporation please. The clause now proposed is not a usual one, but there 
is no objection to it. 

The clause was agreed to. 

The Corporation Sonicitor asked for leave to insert 4 clause to the 
effect that, at the expiration of their present contract, the company should 
be obliged to supply the public lamps at the lowest price for the time being 
— to private consumers, from any main Within thirty yards of a public 
road. 

The promoters objected to the clause, and contended that the corporation 
having an arbitration power in their Improvement Act, it was altogether 
unnecessary. 

Mr. CuertiAM said the clause, if admitted, would be inoperative, if the 
corporation chose afterwards to have an arbitration. All such clauses showed 
more or less of jealousy of these companies, which he thought in the pre- 
sent case was certainly not called for. ; 

The clause was then rejected. 

The Soicrror for the corporation said the next clause he should tender 
was one entitling the corporation to affix meters to public lamps, in order 
to test whether the quantity supplied was the same as that charged for. It 
was a clause in conformity with precedent, and the terms were, “ The cor- 
poration may, at their own expense, affix a meter or meters of approved 
construction to all or any of the public lamps, being the property of the 
company, for the purpose of ascertaining the quantity of gas supplied to 
such public lamps ; but they shall previously give 24 hours’ notice to the 
company of their intention so to do, specifying to what lamp or lamps they 
tre to be so afiixed.” The clause went on to provide that a similar notice 
should be given to the company whenever it was intended to test such 
meters: so that, if they desired, it might be done in the presence of their 
inspector. The company were willing to allow meters to be affixed to any 
number not exceeding 12, which should be mutually agreed upon, but they 
required that the meters to be used should be of a description approved of by 
them, and that in case of any dispute, the recorder of the borough for the 
time being shall settle the same. It so happened that the recorder was the 
County Court Judge of Kent, and seldom came to Shrewsbury; there would, 
therefore, be great difficulty in carrying out the arrangement. 

Mr. CueETHAM : Does the clause you propose say any number ? 

Soricitor: We say “ all or any.” 

Mr. Cneernam: Then you might select one with an imperfect burner, 
and test the whole by that. 

Sortcrror : I think not ; the thing would be too palpable. 


Mr. CuretnHam: There must be some kind of rule as to the number, 
and then, I think, you cannot object if the same sort of meter is employed 
as the company use in dealing with private consumers. 

Mr. Hawksley: I will give the committee the only case, not merely in 
England, but in the whole world, in which anything of this kind is adopted. 
It is at Leicester; and there it has been adopted by mutual agreement be- 
tween the corporation and the company. They put down meters at places 
agreed upon in different parts of the town, so as to get the delivery under 
every pressure. As this clause stands, the corporation of Shrewsbury could 
put down their meters at the very extremity of the borough, or at the lowest 
levels, where the pressure is weakest, and say, “this is the delivery we 
have to pay for.” I have put the words something in this way, that the 
corporation may at their own expense affix a meter or meters approved of 
by the company, to such of the company’s lamps, not being fewer than 12, 
as shall be mutually agreed upon—not as to number—but as to station, &c.; 
that they shall give 24 hours’ notice of their intention to do so to the com- 
pany ; and, whenever they desire to open, inspect, read off, or test such 
ineters, to give the company 3 days’ notice, &c. Meters, of which there are 
great numbers, are like watches—some are made to go at any rate, and some 
to give the right time. 

Mr. Cureruam; Every company have the right to supply the meters 
they approve. 

Soticrror : I have no objection, if the precedent in former cases is fol- 
lowed. There is Coventry and Cheltenham. 

Mr. HAnsury: You would always have the arbitration to fall back 
upon. 

Mr. CHeeTHam: You have that advantage over many corporate towns— 
few of them have any arbitration clause. I am ready to admit with you 
that, if meters could be applied, it would be more satisfactory to the gas 
company as well as to the corporation; but I am also quite convinced that, 
not only in your case, but in every other, the public lighting is no source of 
profit to the company. Indeed, in yours, I believe it would bea loss, owing 
to the leakage. 
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Soiiciror: All these matters were gone into before the arbitrator. 
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Mr. Carernam: You were very fortunate with your arbitrator, for I 
know few towns are supplied so cheaply as you are. 

Soxicrron: If the committee do not agree to the clause as I have put it, 
I would rather withdraw it altogether. 

Mr. Currrnam: It would be a great mistake for the committee to sanction 
the insertion of a clause which could only lead to further litigation. 

The clause was then withdrawn. 

The solicitor for the corporation proposed another clause, giving to the 
corporation power to appoint an inspector of meters, subject to the approval 
of the company, to whom they should give 24 hours’ notice of intention 
to inspect; providing also that any consumer might claim to have his meter 








inspected on paying the amount due by him to the company; and if his 
meter should be found nos $0 register properly, the company should be 
compelled to remove the same, 7"4_ supply a proper one within seven days, 
under a penalty of 20s. per day to the consumer. : 

Mr. Cooren, for the company, said, this was rather a matter of parlia- 
mentary practice than anything else. His friend on the other side had 
found such a clause in one Act, the “heltenham Gas Company; but the 


to say that, with a population rapidly increasing, a private ©°P®rtnership | | 
could not be expected to supply gas to the neighbourhood in sv &flicient | 
manner as was essential. The privileges which, by common law, su! part- 
nerships enjoyed, were far too limited to deal advantageously with such | | 
works; and therefore gas companies, as well as canal and railway com}.2- | ' 
nies, were compelled to come to Parliament to ask for the application of the || 
provisions of those special enactments which had been framed for the satis- |: 
factory conduct of stich undertakings. In the present instance, the gentle- | 
men forming the private nership were perfectly ready and willing to | 
make over the works to the Victoria Company; and there would be this 
unprecedented feature in the bill now before the committee, that it would | 
contain no compulsory powers to enable the promoters to obtain possession | 
of the concern. The limits of the district proposed to be supplied were to || 
be found in clause 4, and a glance at those limits would show the import- | | 
ance and necessity of there being an incorporated company to conduct the | 
undertaking. The clause stated that the limits of this Act for the supply of | 
gas comprise the following parishes and places: that is to say, West Ham, | 
Plaistow, Hudson Town, East Ham, and Southend, in the county of Essex; | 





question for the committee was, whether t..** Would burden a bill with a 
number of unnecessary clauses which must léad tc litigation. The present 
Dill was 12med according to the usual practice in suc. aon a hat hi 

Mr. Cuerruam! Whet is the remedy if a consumer com, laips that his 
meter is out of order? ~g) 
Mr. Cooper: [| dé not know that there is any, except to have it remo, .™ 

Mr. CueeTham: Supposing he were summoned for the amount due to | 
the company, would the Justice have power to order the meter to be tested ? 
Mr. Hawksley: The magistrate has no power except to take evidence. 
The clause now proposed is, with the exception of two points, a fair and 
proper clause between any company and gas cousumers. The first objection 
is, giving the appointment of the inspector tothd corporation. It is usually | 
said, if the recorder shall see fit, &c., then he shall appoint a duly qualified 
person, &c. The next objection is, that there is a penalty introduced which 
is payable to the consumer, and thus we may have any amount of dispute. 
Every little consumer, who may prefer having the £7 penalty to paying 


| 
| 




















o1 


his gas rent, will be saying that his meter is out of order. The proper form | 
* the clause is the one in the Nottingham Act, to the effect that the re- 
corde,” Shall appoint the inspector, but at the expense of any consumer of | 
gas; and the consumer shall deposit a sum of money to pay the expense of 
inspection, ir the decision is against him. 

Mr. CurerHa.M: 1 think it is rather inyiajsts to suppose that all these 
companies, whose uzterests are identical with those of the public, should be 


| 
| 
| 

always scheming agafast the public. , ’ 
Soticrron; ‘There wag legislation in 1853 by which penalties were | 

| 

} 


imposed. ‘ ig. ee : 
Mr. CueeraHam: My experience is, that this kind of legislative restric- 


|tion and prohibition does not benefit the public in the end. The interests 


of such companies as these are bound up with those of their customers. 
It is quite right that you should have protection; but, in this case, I 
certainly think you have full protection. ° 

Mr. Cooper: We have no objection to give them the same clause as in 
the Nottingham Act. : 

Mr. Hawksley: I can only say that it has worked exceedingly well there 
and elsewhere. 

Mr. Cueeriam: If the evidence for the corporation had shown that a 
bad system was in existence, and that they were subject to extortionate 
charges, I should have gone with them; but it appears to me quite the other | 
way, and that they have made out a very bad case indeed. This company | 
have dealt liberally with their customers, and especially with the corpora- | 
tion, and they have not availed themselves of the powers they might have | 
exercised. ‘They have conducted their affairs exceedingly well, and have 
fairly stated their case here, so that they do not deserve to be met in the | 
very jealous spirit which the corporation have exhibited against them. 

Soricrror: We do not impute anything wrong to the gas company; nor | 
is it because we anticipate any ill conduct on their part in the future. 

Mr. Hawksley: I may mention to the committee that at Cheltennam | 
there is the greatest possible bitterness of spirit existing between the com- | 
missioners and the other public bodies in the town, and that such prohibi- 
tions have been found not to work well. 

The Cuatrman thought that the parties had better try and arrange a | 
clause among themselves, and state the result of their negotiations when | 
the committee met again. 

The cominittee then adjourned; and, at their meeting on the following 
day, it was stated that a clause had been inserted which met the views of | 
the parties on both sides, | 

| 
| 
| 





VICTORIA GAS BILL. 
FrIpAY, JUNE 12. ; 
(Before Mr. Hottanp, chairman, and Messrs. B. Davey, J. Crook, Ss. 
Cornwa.t Leicu, and W. H. B. Porrman.) 

Mr. Forsyru appeared for the promoters, and Mr. Cross for the 
Barking Road Trustees, petitioners against the bili. _ : 

Mr. Forsyru said he appeared in support of the Dill, which proposed to 
incorporate the Victoria Gas Company, and to authorize them to purchase 
and enlarge the North Woolwich Gas-Works, and to supply gas to that and 
other places in the district. The preamble of the bill was an exceedingly | 
short snd simple one; and, as it was unopposed, it would be sufficient for | 
him to read it, as that would put the committee in possession of what the | 
promoters intended todo. “ Whereas the gas-works, called the North Wool- | 
wich Gas-Works, situate in the parish of West Ham, in the county of Essex, 
have been established for supplying with gas the Victoria (London) Docks, 
and the neighbourhood thereof; and whereas the population of the district | 
supplied by those gas-works is increasing, and the extension of the docks of 
the Victoria (London) Docks Company, will lead to a greatly increased 
demand for gas there, and it would be of public advantage that better provision 
should be made for the supply of gas within the limits of this Act, and that 
those existing gas-works should be improved; and whereas the several 
persons in that behalf in this Act named, and others, have agreed to form | 
themselves into a company for acquiring and improving those gas-works, | 
and supplying gas within the limits of this Act, and the owners of those 
gas -woi ¢ Willing to transfer them to such a company, and it is expedient | 
that such a company be incorporated, &c. &c.” The North Woolwich Works | 
mentioned in the preamble were gas-works belonging to a private company 
not incorporated by Act of Parliament; merely a private partnership among 
some gentlemen who possessed land in the neighbourhood of what are 
now the Victoria Docks, and who associated themselves together some 
years ago in that partnership to supply gas to the locality. The Victoria 

ocks were not yet completed, and, indeed, were very far short of 
completion; but there were already 90 acres actually in use: and when 
the scheme was perfected they would cover nearly 200 acres, forming 
the largest docks in the world. It was, perhaps, hardly necessary for him 












| some time back, a clause similar in effect to the one now proposed was 


| trustees as now; and it was decided by the committee, of which Mr. 


and so much of the parish of Woolwich, in the county of Kent, as lies on | 
the northern side of the River Thames. At present, the population to the | 


| north of the docks was not great; but he need not say that the formatjgy | ' 


of these extensive works would attract a neighbourhood; and there We . 
doubt that what was now open country—in fact, much of it me cn | 
at wa 2 ) act, ~tsh ground 
—and over which the Barking Road passed, would ultimately pe covered | 
with habitations and factories, forming a continuatign of houses with the | 
C on, nercial Road. It was proposed by this bill, not only to take powers to | 
purchase -"¢ existing gas-works, which, of Course, were very limited, but to 
acquire other 1.2" and erect larger works, when the district had so far in- 
creased that an exte."S!0n was absolutely necessary. But, as he had already | 
stated, they sought tor pothing compulsory ; and the marginal title of 
clause 18, which was the one una” Which they would obtain the authority he 
had referred to, was “ power to purchase ?#vL by agreement.” The only other | 
item he need mention was the price of gas..which, by clause 30, was fixed | 
at a maximum rate of 6s. per 1000 cubic fest. As rovayded the preamble, | 
therefore, it would be only necessary to call Mr. Pawisiey, a “entioman of 


great experience in gas engineering; and, W* oy the committee had hear? !. 


his evidence, he felt persuaded they ™-ould arrive at the conclusion that the | | 
preamble ought to pass. 
he Caiman: Is cla%se 30 required to be inserted? | 
silane ForsytH: Yes sir; I believe it is necessary to fix the maximum 
rice, | 
Thomas Hawksley, Esq., examined by Mr. Forsyr1. 1} 
1 am an engineer, and have had great experience in the construction and | | 
management of gas-works. I am the engineer to the Victoria Gas Company, | ' 
which is proposed to be incorporated by this bill. I am acquainted with the 
Victoria Docks, and of the district generally which it is intended to supply. 
The docks, when finished, will be the largest in the world. The accommoda- 
tion they already afford extends over 96 acres of water, and 150 acres in- 
cluding land and water; but, ultimately, there will be three other docks, and 
a half-tide basin as well. When completed, the length of the docks will be! 
about two miles and a quarter. There are graving docks, for the purpose of 
ship-building, about to be constructed there. Iron ship-building will be 
carried on: there willalso be ship-yards, coal-yards, and other conveniences, | 
There is also a railway connected with it. The formation of these extensive | 
docks will naturally attract a large population to the neighbourhood, and 
shops and warehouses will, no doubt, be extensively erected. My im- | 
pression is that, without any exaggeration, the population will ultimately 
be at least 100,000 more than it is at present. The gas-works now existing 
there belong to a private partnership, and are not incorporated by Act of | 
Parliament. The proprietors are willing and ready to make over those 
works to the promoters of this bill if they obtain their Act. The situation | | 
of those works is very excellent, inasmuch as we can connect them imme-| | 
diately with the dock extension about to be made, and also with the whole! } 
system of railways which spread from this point almost in every direction. 
The facts stated in the preamble are strictly true. 
The committee at once declared the preamble proved. 
Mr, Cross said he appeared for the Barking Road Trustees, and wished | 
to propose ie insertion of a clause in the bill, to the effect that the com- | 
pany should not iaterfere with the roads belonging to the trustees without | 
their consent. He would show the committee strong grounds for the) } 
course he advocated, and also precedents. 1 
The CitairMAn inquired whether the trustees had any objection to clause |! 
4, which defined the limits of the company? | 
Mr, Cross said, none whatever; but what they proposed was to insert aj; 
clause at the end of the bill to the effect that nothing in this Act, or in any || 
Act to be incorporated with it, should empower the company to lay down |! 
pipes or mains, in, upon, or under the road called the Barking Road, or to 
remove or interfere with any sewer, gutter, cesspool, or water-course 
thereto belonging, without the consent of the trustees, signified in writing | 
by three or more of them, or their clerk. In asking for this restriction, | | 
there was nothing capricious, or, as he had said before, contrary to L greys | 
dent. The Barking Road was very different to ordinary roads; and, in a | 
few words, he would state to the committee exactly the position in which |; 
the trustees were placed. The road was a proprietary road, leading to the || 
West India Docks and to the City. In 1802, powers were obtained from |} 
Parliament by a number of gentlemen to make that road as a matter of || 
commercial enterprise, and they expended upon it and other matters the | 
sum of £191,000. By the original Act of 1802, they were allowed to receive | 
| 





interest upon their capital so invested to the amount of 10 per cent.; but in 
1849 a new bill was brought forward, which consolidated all previous bills, 
reduced the interest payable to the proprietors to 5 per cent. for 15 years,| | 
and enacted that the surplus profits should go in reduction and discharge | | 
of the capital debt of the trustees, it being estimated, when the bill was: | 
before Parliament, that 13 years was the shortest time in which it was|| 
possible to pay off that debt, In consequence of the limit so imposed, it| | 
had been found necessary to protect the road and the interests of the 


trustees; and when the Commercial Gas Company came before Parliament 


| 
| 
| 
| 


inserted in their bill. In 1851, when the Great Central Gas Company || 
came before Parliament for a bill authorizing them to lay down/)| 
mains in the same locality, the same opposition was made by the 


Cardwell was the chairman, that this was a case peculiarly calling for the 
interference and protection of the Legislature, the chairman remarking 
that, under the circumstances in which the trustees were placed, the loss of 
the usual tolls for a single day would be a very grievous matterindeed. That 
was precisely the ground that he (Mr. Cross) now took, and he hoped the 
committee would see that any interruption of the commerce of the road | 
must tend very seriously to diminish the probability of the trustees paying’ 
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off the capital invested in the undertaking. In 1856, the West Ham Gas 
Company came before Parliament, and the trustees asked for and obtained 


panies whose mains were laid through portions of the district, and any 
general opening of the roads would be attended with the most serious con- 
sequences, and help to disturb the arrangement made by Parliament, after 
due consideration, for the repayment of the capital debt of the trustees. It 
might, perhaps, be urged as an objection that, if the trustees had such a 





eapriciously towards the company in reference to giving or withholding 
||consent. All he could say was that they had had similar powers in regard 
|| to other companies for some ten years, and no such complaint had ever been 
| alleged against them, and, as the trustees were the magistrates of the county, 
it was not at all probable they would expose themselves to such a charge. 


All they asked was, not a power to interfere prejudicially with the opera- | 


, tions of the company, but to protect their own interests, which might be 
seriously imperilled unless some such clause as he had read were inserted 
in the bill. 
Mr. Forsyru said he must oppose the clause submitted by his learned 
' friend, which in effect was an attempt to take the Barking Road ont of the 
eneral law applicable to all roads in the kingdom. The questions which 
ormerly were mooted, whenever gas companies came before Parliament, 
were set at rest at the time of the passing of the Gas- Works Clauses Con- 
solidation Act of 1847. Of course, this most important question of the 
interfering with and breaking up of streets and roads, which must neces- 
sarily take place when a gas company required to lay down their pipes and 
mains, did not escape the attention of the Legislature at that time, and it 
had been accordingly provided for. . 
Mr. Cross said that all the three Acts he had referred to were passed 
subsequently to the Gas-Works Clauses Act. 
| Mr. Forsyrn did not say that they were not ; but that the Act of 1847 took 
care to provide for all the contingencies arising out of the necessity for 
| breaking up streets and roads in order to lay down mains, and the present 
| bill incorporated in it all the provisions of that Act as well as of others 
referred to in the second section. By the sixth clause of the Gas-Works 
Clauses Act, and also by the &th and 9th, very careful provision was made 
|| to meet cases of this kind ; and, when he had read those clauses, he would 
| call the attention of the committee to the statement made by his learned 
|| friend as taking the present case out of the general law relating to roads. 
|| The learned gentleman having read the clauses referred to, proceeded to say 
|| that these sections were part and parcel of the Victoria Gas Bill,as much so 
|| asiffully recited and set out in detail. His learned friend (Mr. Cross) stated 
| | truly that the Barking Road was under the superintendence of certain 
| persons, who had the control and management of it; but he went on to 
| contend, because it was in the hands of private speculators, that therefore 
|| the promoters of this bill ought not to be allowed to enter upon it, for the 
|, purpose of laying down a single pipe without their consent, and under the 
|, superintendence of their engineer. As to the stoppage of the traflic, that 
|| Was not at all a necessary consequence, because the whole roadway would 
| never be broken up at the same time. It was a matter of the most ordinary 
| 
| 
| 


practice for one half of a road or street in the most crowded part of the 

metropolis to be opened, in order to lay down gas or water pipes, while the 

traffic on the other half proceeded without interruption. It was not as 

though the company would have power to lay a barrier across the road, 
|| and stop all traffic for an indefinite period; but they would be entirely 
|| under the control of the trustees by the existing state of the law, and could 
|| not move a step without their approval. Surely this was a sufficient pro- 

tection against the possibility or danger of doing them damage; or if any 
|| such injury should arise, the company would have to compensate them, 
|| and they were bound down in the strictest possible way. The question 
|| was, why should the Barking Road Trustees be allowed to have a 
| special veto upon this company’s works, and stop them from laying 
down a single pipe, not only “ along,” but “ across,” and even “ under ” 
, the road (for these were the words of the proposed clause) without their 
special leave and licence? Let the committee consider what would be the 
| consequence of that. The company proposed by this bill to acquire power 
| to purchase land for the purpose of erecting large gas-works. Mr. Hawks- 


| be springing up in all directions round the neighbourhood, arising from the 
;| vast docks which had been erected there. The Barking Road ran through 
|| what was now open country, in a north-western direction, but the time 
| would in all probability soon arrive when the Victoria Gas Company would 
| be called upon to lay their mains under that road to supply the inhabitants 
| with gas. But suppose this clause were adopted, and a large population 
;should be scattered along to the north of the Barking Road, willing and 


| this clause put down a single pipe for the purpose—no, not even at 50 feet 
below the surface—without special leave and permission in writing. Was 
lit not a monstrous thing that a gas company, ready and willing to supply 
| gas within the limits and upon the terms permitted by Parliament, should 
be met with opposition from a private company of road proprietors, who 
| said, “ Though you have had a district assigned you by the Legislature, 
| you shall not lay a pipe down, either, over, along, or under our roads, 
without our consent?” He (Mr. Forsyth)submitted that no case had been 
| made out for such an extraordinary and unprecedented departure fiom the 
| general law of the land. But his learned friend had cited two cases, which 
ie said were analogous, viz., the Great Central Gas Consumers’ Company 
and the West Ham Gas Company; but he had produced no evidence to 
show under what circumstances the clauses were inserted in their bills. At 
present, therefore, those instances were of no value, because it might be 
that both were, as he knew one was, a matter of arrangement between the 
parties. It did not follow, because the West Ham Gas Company did not 
seek for powers to interfere with the Barking Road, that the Victoria Gas 
Company, which intended to supply the whole of the district, should be 
excluded from doing so. The efiect of this clause, if admitted, would be to 
tie the promoters up hand and foot, and actually to limit the district which 
the committee had already, by adopting clause 4, assigned to them. As to 
the case of the Great Central Gas Company, it certainly would have been very 
convenient if his learned friend had given the committee evidence upon 
that matter. The fact was, that the Great Central Gas Company, as its 
name indicated, was a company formed for supplying gas to one of the 
most central and crowded parts of the metropolis; and their pipes had to be 
conducted from the works, not along an open country road, but through 
that part of the Barking Road called the Commercial Road, where the 
traffic was at all times of the day very great. One could quite understand 
why, in the very heart of London, there should not be a power given to gas 
companies, of which there were a great many in existence, to break up the 














anxious to take the company’s gas, the company could not by the terms of 


a similar clause to be inserted in their bill, and they felt that they had all the 
greater right and need to ask that the Victoria Gas Company should be 
subject to the same provision, inasmuch as there were already two com- | 


| ley had stated in the course of his evidence that a large population would | : ut 
: | capital by £700. 


wer given to them by the Legislature, they would be liable to act | 


' company of private speculators; we made a road; we got ourselves into | 
| difficulties; Parliament interfered, limited our dividends, and fixed the time 


' proved t 
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! 
streets and seriously impede the traffic, which was pouring along at all | 
hours, without the special permission of those who had the custody of those | 
streets. But the same line of argurment could not be applied to what really | 
might be called a country gas company seeking for powers to carry their | 
pipes through what at present was, to a large extent, unoccupied land. | | 
On the other hand, it was a fact that neither in Liverpool, Manchester, | | 
Sheffield, Birmingham, and other crowded towns, where the gas companies | 
were large, and among whom there was, in some instances, a good deal of | 
rivalry, could a single case be adduced in which a clause such as this! 
ad been inserted, prohibiting such companies from laying down their |! 
ipes, except in the manner prescribed by the general law upon the subject. | | 
To establish a claim to have such a clause inserted, the learned gentleman | 
(Mr. Cross) must show very clearly that this was an exceptional case, But 
the only reason he had given for asking it was in effect this: “ We area 


for the repayment of our capital to 13 years.” Now, was it a valid ground | 
for depriving the public residing north of the Barking Road from a supply of | 
cheap and good gas, that these gentlemen had made a bad speculation? Ifthe | 
learned counsel could show that any real danger or positive inconvenience | 
to the public would arise from the non-insertion of the clause, then he | 
would have made out a ground for making this an exceptional case; but it | 
was not to be supposed that the Legislature would have given by a general | 
Act the etem defined in the clauses he had read, if it had not been clearly 

1at pipes could be laid down, and the business of such a company 
as this carried on with perfect convenience and safety to the public. 

The Cuarman said, the committee appeared to be unanimously of 
opinion that the trustees had sufficient protection given to them in the 9th 
section of the Gas Clauses Act. 

Mr. Cross applied to extend the notice required by that Act to a fortnight. 

Mr. Forsyru objected. 

It was, after some discussion, arranged that the notice should be fixed at 
seven days. 

The chairman was then ordered to report the bill to the House, and the 
committee adjourned. 





STRATFORD-UPON-AVON GAS BILL. 
Turspay, JUNE 16. 
(Before Mr. Roparres, chairman, and Messrs. T. A. Mrrcmext, Sir “E. 
Kerrrison, Mr. InGram, and Colonel Sruarr.) 

Mr. Burke and Mr. E. VavGHan Ricuarns appeared for the promoters, | 
and Mr. PaGer for the Corporation and the Local Board of Health, and | 
certain inhabitants of the borough of Stratford-upon-Avon, who lad pre- | 
sented a petition against the bill. 

Mr. Burke said: I have the honour to appear before you on 
promoters of this bill, which proposes to imcorporate the St: rd-upon- 
Avon Gas Company; to confer upon them powers to maintain and improve | 
existing works, to supply gas, to break up streets, and to charge rents. 
The objects of the bill are so simple, and, as it appears to me, so consistent 
with expediency, that I shall not hold myself justified in occupying your 
time at any great length. Indeed, I am filled with surprise to find my | 
learned friend is here to oppose it; but you will bear what he has to say 
by and bye, and I believe you will then think that there is nothing in his | 
case to justify a rejection or any material alteration in this bill. Shortly, | 
the facts of the case are these:—The Stratford-upon-Avon Gas Company 
have existed since the year 1834, and during the period from tut time to 
the present have efliciently lighted the town and neighbourhood. They 
were established not under an Act of Parliament, but under a partnership 
deed; the district they originally supplied was not large, and the capital 
was proportionately small, amounting at first toonly £3000. Subsequently, 
after the company had opened their works, which they did speediiy, they 
were indicted for a nuisance in the spot where they were carrying on their 
business, which was land rented by them on a lease for 79 ) he in- 
dictment was successful; and they were obliged to remove their works, at a || 
large cost, to another part of the town, purchasing land of the corporation, 
who are now appearing here as their opponents. Upon that land, most eligibly | 
situated, they constructed their works; and have continued to supply gas to 
public and private consumers down to the present time. After h raised | 
and expended the original capital of £30vu, it was found to be licient; | 
and, by a supplemental deed between the proprietors, they increased that 
These two amounts represent the total share capital of the 
undertaking, viz., £3750. Well, sir, the company have found that sum | 
very insuflicient for their wants, but they have not had recourse to the | 
method of raising further suns of money by the issue of more shares; they 
have, from time to time, in order to meet the wants of the community, fore- 
gone portions of their dividends, and applied them to the accomodation of 
the public in the extension of their works. Ido not know, jor my part, 
what difference there is between a company foregoing dividends to supply 
the necessary funds to meet the demands made upon them, and their put- 
ting their hands in their pockets to provide capital by tuking up uew 
shares. It is, in fact, a subscription on the part of the company ior the 
public accommodation, and the public have all the advantage to be derived 
from it. They have now, however, come to a point that they find it iin- 
possible to go on even with that amount, and they require a further sum of 
money to put their works in a state of efficiency, to renew their mains, and 
to carry out properly the supply of gas to their district. That is the reason 
of their coming to Parliament with the present bill, which proposes to in- | | 
crease their capital by £3000. It also proposes to confer upon them the 
power of borrowing £1000 in addition, which is much less than the propor- 
tion generally accorded under an Act of Parliament, viz., one-third of the | 
subscribed capital. Here you will find that the united capital is £6790, but 
the borrowing power is to be limited to £1000. This has been done at the 
suggestion of the noble lord in the other House who pays so much attention | 
to all matters connected with private bills. In addition to obtaining further 
capital, we seek to incorporate in our bill what is called the “ Gas-Works 
Clauses Act, 1847,” which was an Act passed in that year applicable to all 
similar companies coming before Parliament. It was framed with very 
great care and consideration, after receiving communications from parties 
interested in the matter, and was designed to give every protection to the 
public; and, at the same time, to secure to gas companies those rights and 
privileges which they are entitled to, having invested their large capitals | 
in such undertakings. The Act has worked so well ever since it was 
passed, that 1 am not aware that any alteration in it has even been sug- 
gested. We propose to incorporate that Act in our own; and we also pro- 
pose to do what we have never done before, viz., to declare that the illu- 
minating power of the gas to be supplied to the town shall be equal to a 
given quality stated in the bill. It 1s to be of such a quality as to produce 
from an argand burner having 15 holes and a seven-inch chimney, and con- 
suming five cubic feet of gas per hour, a light equal in intensity to the light 
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produced by 12 sperm candles, which is a higher illuminating power than 
is required by Act of Parliament in this ° I know myself that in some 
of the principal gas-works of London the illuminating power is only equal 
to 12 wax candles, which give a much less —_ than sperm. Recently, 
however, I believe the honourable gentleman who presides over committees 
in this House has given his attention to this subject, and has required that 
the term “sperm” shall be substituted for wax. The effect of this clause is, 
as I said, that we must give a higher illuminating power than is given in 
London; and, in order that there may be no evasion of that condition, the 
justices are to have power to test the quality of the gas at our test-meter. 
Je propose also, at the same time, to do what we have never been restricted 
to before, viz., to fix our maximum price at 7s. The selling price at this 
moment is 7s. 6d., and originally it was proposed to insert that as the maxi- 
mum price. However, in communication with the noble lord in the other 
House, he suggested that the limitation should be 7s., and the ag od have 
acceded to that suggestion. Such are the objects of the bill. They seem 
very simple, and I can only wonder how it is that it should be opposed. I 
have stated that the company have kept up their works by foregoing divi- 
dends; and I find that in the first year of their establishment a dividend 
was paid of some 23 per cent., and for two years and a half afterwards no 
dividend was paid at all. From 1839 to 1842, they paid 5 per cent., from 
1842 to 1848 they paid 6 per cent., and from 1848 to the present time, they 
have been able to divide 7} per cent., but have never paid more than that 
sum, the average being, of course, much less. You are, no doubt, well aware 
that the limit fixed by Parliament in the Gas Clauses Act is 10 per cent., 
it having been considered right that companies, who incur great risks in 
these undertakings, should sce a fair and reasonable prospect of receiving a 
profit larger than they would do from an investment in the funds or else- 
where. It is a business in which they are exposed to competition and various 
other risks, and Parliament has allowed in such cases a 10 per cent. dividend 
to be fixed. Ten per cent. we have never attained, nor anything like it; 
and what has been over, after paying the dividends I have named, we have 
appropriated to the increased accommodation of the public. We propose 
by this bill to extend the provisions of the Gas Clauses Act, so far as relates 
to the old capital, and take power to divide 10 per cent. upon that; but as 
regards the new capital to be created, we have fixed the maximum at 5} 
per cent. During the time that we have been making the dividends | have 
stated, moderate as they are, we have been gradually reducing the price of 
gas at Stratford-upon-Avon, as well as elsewhere. In the early days of gas- 
making, the expenses of such works were much larger than they are at 
resent, and I find that we started with the /:_ of 15s. per 1000. 
his has been gradually reduced, till it has reached the price now charged of 
7s. 6d.; and with wholesale consumers a considerable reduction is made 
even upon that. We have two very large undertakings in the town—one a 
brewery and the other a flour mill—in each of which the proprietors under- 
take to pay for not less than 200,000 feet a year; and we therefore limit the 
price to them at 5s., the condition being, that they pay for the 200,000 
whether they consume it or not, and I am told that they do not. We have 
expended upon our works the sum of £6000; and the difference, therefore, 
| between that and the £3750, the amount of original capital, has been taken 
out of fair and legitimate profits, which might have been divided. The 
ordinary system in such cases is that a company so circumstanced seeks 
power to capitalize that amount; and there has been scarcely a bill 
brought before Parliament of late years in which that course has not been 
taken. ‘The money foregone has been considered as just so much capital 
subscribed, and Parliament has allowed it to be treated as such. It is quite 
true that Lord Redesdale has interfered to say, “ If you choose to advance 
this money without previous parliamentary sanction, you shall only have 
the ordinary rate of interest as regards capitalized profits, viz., 5 per cent.” 
But here you will observe that the promoters forego it altogether, and there 
is no provision whatever to capitalize the moneys expended beyond the 
£3750, which is taken to represent the value of their works to the 
public, although they have actually cost £6000; while, upon the new capital 
to be created, they only ask a dividend of 5} per cent. I can only say my- 
self that, though [ have had numerous dealings with gas companies, I have 
never known a case in which such great liberality has been displayed. In 
| addition to this, I should state that this company supply the whole of their 
| consumers with meters and service-pipes gratis. The ordinary plan, in al- 
most all companies, is to charge a rent for meters, and a certain sum for 
laying on service-pipes. The town of Stratford-upon-Avon is only a modest 
|town in extent, the consumers of gas number only 217, and the total 
, amount of private consumption is only 3,500,000 feet per year. The com- 
| pany, however, manufacture 5,215,000 feet; and the difference between 
| the two quantities is accounted for by the loss by leakage. And this 
| brings me to a very important subject in connexion with this company. 
With a view to accommodate their customers to the utmost, they afford, 
| what is not done in many companies, a day supply; and, in order to 
; do that, they have to keep up a constant pressure upon the mains. It 
,is well known that in all mains there is a considerable degree of leakage, 
which is, more or less, in proportion to the extent of those mains and 
,the amount of consumption. If the consumption is small, as it must 
necessarily be in the day-time, the proportion of leakage is much greater 
than it is at night; and to this, therefore, the company are exposed. The 
length of the company’s mains, small as their capital appears, is 4 miles 
| 5 furlongs, and 112 yards. The necessity for this arises from the scattered 
| position of the property in and about the town; and, from a document I 
| have before me, I find that in considerable lengths of these mains they have 
|no consumption at all. We all know that the greater the concentration of 
| supply is, the cheaper can gas be provided, because of the less cost of laying 
down mains, and the diminution in the amount of leakage. This is shown 
jin the fact, that in the city of London a company was recently incorpo- 
| rated to supply gas at 4s., whereas the largest company in the metropolis— 
' the Imperial—lighting a district out of the City, in some respects analogous 
'to the one now under consideration, when they came to Parliament a few 
|| vears ago, had their limit fixed, on that account, at 6s. per 1000 cubic 
{feet. ‘The price of coals at Stratford-upon-Avon is 17s. per ton; and now, 
|/if I were dealing with this as an unopposed Dill, here I should stop, 
| ' feeling certain that, having stated the object and position of the pro- 
'moters, the committee would go with me in thinking I was not asking 
| anything unreasonable. But as we have a petition to deal with, I must 
| show you what it is. It emanates from “the mayor, aldermen, and 
burgesses of Stratford-upon-Avon, under their common seal; of the Local 
! Board of Health for the district of Stratford-upon-Avon, under their seal, 
and the hands of five members of the board; and of the several other per- 
|| sons whose names are hereunto subscribed, being respectively owners and 
,! occupiers of property within, and inhabitants of, the district comprised in 
| the limits of the bill hereinafter mentioned.” No doubt in this case, as in 
‘all others, the inhabitants desire to have gas and water, and everything else, 
ha cheap as possible; and, therefore, we never wonder to see their names to 
| 














a petition of this sort. But, in point of fact, it is done for the purpose of 
strengthening the hands of the “ mayor, aldermen, and burgesses,” for I 
find that a pamphlet has been issued, sigued by no less a person than the 
mayor, who, it appears, has taken the advice of another person of the name 
of Atkins. This person, it seems, has given his opinion very strongly, as a 
maker of gas, that the present bill is absolutely uncalled for. He says, “I 
have erected gas-works, and in some instances water-works, in 37 towns in 
England, and in no instance have I ever seen it necessary to adopt an Act 
of Parliament; in fact, the security inflicts more evil than the derived. 
Adopting an Act of Parliament where the population is only or 6000, 
is a fearful sacrifice of capital, and in no instance have I ever seen it com- 
pensate the shareholders.” Then he goes on to say that the “ enormous 
wear and tear of some of our gas establishments is really fearful, and it is to 
be regretted the directors generally do not bestir themselves, and endeavour 
to reduce their expenditure to the smallest possible amount. I have no 
doubt competition will produce this result; but it is really painful to see the 
many struggles that gas companies have had to contend with—that the bulk 
of our small towns should have made so little progress in the simple science 
of gas making.” No doubt. In another place he says, “ To me it is painful 
to think that at the present day -f company, who have a population of only 
8000 or 10,000 to deal with, should be so reckless of their capital as to ex- 
pend large sums in endeavouring to obtain parliamentary powers, while, by 
judiciously working together, in unison with the Board of Health and the 
corporation, ample powers are provided that will compensate both the 
shareholders and the consumers.” In another place he repeats the same 
thing, and in a subsequent letter directed to the mayor, he says, “ I rejoice 
to see that you have taken a sound common sense view of this question. 
I should advise you to do all in your power to prevent this gross waste of 
money,” which the corporation are here to-day to do, following out the 
advice of Mr. Atkins. “ It would be advisable to call upon the old gas 
company to reduce their gas forthwith to 5s. per 1000, to burn the 69 
public ps, if the public require them, at £2. 17s. 6d., or £3 at the 
farthest, per annum.” Now this gentleman is so learned in the operations 
of this company, that he calls upon the corporation to compel them to 
sell their gas for the public lights at £2. 17s. 6d., whereas | find by a 
paper before me, that 69 public lamps are already charged by them at 
something less than £2.9s. “I will take the works off the company’s 
hands if required, and give them 7 per cent. per annum for the money.” 
Now here we have it—it is “ Mr. Atkins and a newcompany.” The gentle- 
man who has erected gas-works in 37 towns would not object to make a 
38th in Stratford-upon-Avon, and so he instigates Mr. Mayor to petition 
against this bill on the ground that it is not necessary. The petition states 
“that a bill has been brought into your honourable House, entitled ‘ a Bill 
to Incorporate the Stratford-upon-Avon Gas Company,’ the necessity of 
which is denied by your petitioners. That the preamble of the bill states, 
among other things, that the said company would be better able to carry on 
their undertaking if they were incorporated and if certain other powers 
were conferred upon them, but the said preamble does not allege that any 
public benefit or advantage would be derived from the passing of the said 
bill into an Act, and, in fact, no public benefit would, as your petitioners 
are prepared to show, accrue from the passing thereof; and your petitioners 
subinit that, in the absence of any such public advantage, your honourable 
House will not confer upon the said company the large powers contem- 
plated by the said bill: That the said bill is promoted for the sole and 
exclusive benefit of the said company, and will not only, as before alleged, 
confer no benefit upon the public or the inhabitants within the district 
comprised in the limits to which the said bill, if passed into an Act, will 
apply, but, on the contrary, will prove highly injurious, by practically esta- 
blishing a monopoly of the supply of gas within such limits in the hands of 
the said company, and effectually preventing the said inhabitants from 
obtaining the benefit of competition either through the instrumentality of 
a new company or by means of works to be constructed by your petitioners, 
the said corporation or the said Local Board of Health.” Now, just let me 
deal with that allegation. They say that the bill is uncalled for, that it 
will be of no public benefit, that it will tend to create a monopoly and pre- 
vent competition. Let us see if this is so. The company want further 
capital, and might raise the money, no doubt, without coming to Parlia- 
ment at all—but then in what position would the corporation be placed ? | 
They would have no protection either as to the price or illuminating power | 
of gas, the rate of dividend, nor, indeed, as to any of those matters which | 
are provided for in the Gas-Works Clauses Act. On the other hand, what | 
would be the position of the gas company? They would be entirely at the | 
mercy of the corporation, they would exist entirely by the sufferance of 
those who have the control of the public streets, and who could at any 
moment take from them the power of maintaining their pipes beneath the sur- 
face. I rejoice to have on this committee the honourable member for Boston, 
who will recollect how, two years ago, this dodge was tried to be played at | 
Cork. There the gas company existed only by sufferance, the same as this 
one at Stratford, and the corporation did what? They tried to establish a com- 
peting company, as is recommended in this case; and, in order to screw the 
existing company into selling their works at a low price, they said, “ We will, 
at the expiration of your present contract, abrogate the powers we have granted 
you to lay your pipes.” Now, would it be right and prudent for the Strat- 
ford Gas Company, who have to raise a large sum of money—knowing, as 
they do, what the powers of the corporation are—to forego an application 
to Parliament, when by this bill, if passed, they will secure their own posi- 
tion, and also the enjoyment of all those privileges which Parliament has 
thought fit to confer upon them by the Gas Clauses Act? And not only 
so; for the corporation may deny that they have any intention to remove 
this company—but within the last few years decisions of the courts have 
been given—as in the Sheffield Gas Company—showing that the corporation 
have no right to grant powers to lay down pipes; and that, notwithstanding 
such powers are given, if those pipes are considered a nuisance by any 
persons whatever, they may proceed agaiust them for nuisance. The con- 
sequence has been, that since then a large number of bills have been 
brought before the Legislature, the companies feeling that they cannot 
possibly be safe without an Act of Parliament. Under these circumstances, 
I think the committee will hold with me, that this company are justified in 
the steps they are taking They certainly are doing no harm to any one; 
if they are spending money, it is out of their own pockets, and the corporation 
will not have to pay a penny for the present application, though they will 
seriously increase our expenses by their absurd opposition to the bill. The 
petition goes on to say, “That the said company have been established for a 
period of. upwards of twenty years, during which time the manner in which 
they have conducted their undertaking, the quality of the gas supplied by 
them, and the price charged for gas, either to the public or private con- 
sumers, have not been such as to merit the confidence of your petitioners, 
or to entitle the company to the favourable consideration of Parliament; 
while during the same period the profits which have been derived by the 
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company have been very large, and much more than a legitimate return 
upon the capital invested and the risks incurred by the company.” Now, 
sir, is that true, inasmuch as the Gas-Works Clauses Act allows any other 
company to divide 10 per cent., and we have never divided more 
than 74? Can it be said that that is too much? It is quite clear 
that it is not; and it is also clear that we have not been charging 
too high a price, or else we should have derived a much better profit. 
In addition to this, too, you will remember that we are giving to the corpo- 
ration a large sum of money which we have expended —_ the accommo- 
dation of the town; for we are not seeking to capitalize profits which we have 
laid out. Such being the case, it does not liein their mouths to say that we 
are deriving too large a profit. They go on to say “that, during the period of 
the existence of the company, they have experienced no obstruction in carry- 
ing on their undertaking by any undue interference with their necessities 
for breakin gue the streets and thoroughfares within their district for the 
se of down and repairing and renewing their pipes.” Well, 
sir, I will admit that; “ and your petitioners, the Local of Health, in 
whom is vested the conservancy of the streets within the said borough, 
submit that it is unreasonable that a company seeking only its personal 
aggrandisement, should be vested (as will be the case if the said bill be 
passed into a law) with a statutory right to interfere with the pavements 
placed under your petitioners’ control, but that such right should be 
exercised only, as has heretofore been the case, with the consent of the 
conservators of the said streets, and upon such terms and conditions as may 
be mutually upon between such conservators and the company; 
while your petitioners, the said inhabitants, submit that the inconvenience 
which they at present sustain from the interference by the company with 
the public thoroughfares will be extremely magnified by such statutory 
power being ted.” Now, what is done in the case of any other gas 
company? e Gas Clauses Act provides that any interference with the 
streets shall be under the direction and with the consent of the boards 
of health; and as to “ terms to be mutually agreed upon,” in what position 
should we be, supposing we wanted to lay down a certain number of _ 
in a given locality, and they would not allow us on any conditions? to 
the latter clause, I should like to know what real difference it will make 
to the inhabitants whether we lay down our pipes under “a statutory 
power” or without it? Can anything be more absurd than the state- 
ment that the interference with the public thoroughfares will be 
greater under an Act of Parliament than it is at the present time? 
“That your petitioners, the said mayor, aldermen, and burgesses, now ex- 
ercise within the said borough, by virtue of the Municipal Corporation Act 
(5 and 6 Wm. IV., c. 76), the powers given to inspectors under the Act 
3 and 4 Wm. IV., c. 90, for lighting the whole of the said borough, and are 
(as well as the inhabitars of the said borough) interested in obtaining a 
supply of gas for such purpose, at the lowest price, and at the best quality; 
but the effect of passing the said bill will be to deprive your said petitioners 
of the prospect of a cheap supply of good gas, by conferring on the compan 
a practical monopoly in the supply of that article.” How, on earth, can this 
Act of Parliament confer a rane ae J on the os They certainly 
would have a much stronger chance of a monopoly if they had made a bar- 
gain with the corporation; but they are there existing at this moment, and 
their position as regards monopoly could not possibly be effected, should 
this bill pass into a law. The Act of Parliament will simply say that, under 
certain restrictions, they shall maintain their pipes as they are; but it will 
not in any way prevent the corporation from having another company to- 
morrow. “ That, should your honourable House see fit to pass a bill for 
incorporating the said company, your petitioners all concur in submitting 
that great and material alterations should be made in the bill now before 
your honourable House for that purpose; and especially that the maximum 
_ which the company may demand for the gas supplied by them, both 
or public and private consumption, may be reduced below the amount con- 
templated by the said bill, and which, your petitioners aver, is a much 
greater price than the company ought to be allowed to charge, and than is 
necessary to afford them a fair and legitimate return — their capital.” 
Now, sir, with reference to the public lamps, their own adviser has recom- 
mended a higher price than we are charging; and, in reference to the pri- 
vate lamps, it is evident we have not charged too much, or we should have 
made more. “ That provision should also be made for fixing the maximum 
dividend to be paid to the shareholders in the company”"—(I have told you 
that that has been already done),—“ it being in accordance with the prac- 
tice of your honourable House to require that the gas consumers in an 
given district, supplied by any incorporated company, shall be entitled, 
after payment of a reasonable dividend to the shareholders, to a par- 
ticipation in the advantages of the undertaking, by means of a propor- 
tionate reduction in the price charged.” Now, I really think that the 
learned gentleman who drew this petition could not have known what 
our billis, and cannot have read the Gas Clauses Act, because, if he had, he 
would have seen on the first page of it that all the protection here asked for 
is already afforded. “ That your petitioners also submit that clauses should 
be inserted in the said bill requiring the said company to sell their under- 
taking and works at a fair and reasonable price either to the corporation of 
the said borough or to petitioners, the said local board, by whom the 
same might be managed and conducted with greater benefit to the inhabi- 
tants within the limits of the said borough, than the same can be while in the 
hands of a private company, whose primary object undoubtedly is their own 
interest, the public advantage being rendered subservient thereto.” That 
I dare say is the real point upon which the petition hinges; the parties 
want to get the works into their own hands, and | seek by a side wind 
to obtain authority for the purpose. It is quite enough, however, for me to 
say that they have not the power, nor can they by this bill be invested with 
that power. They must give proper notices, and it will then be time to dis- 
cuss the question. When they do, you will see, I have no doubt, that no- 
thing can be more improper than for a corporation to have the management 
of such works as these. There are such cases in Manchester nm other 
towns, but the results have been anything but productive of good; and it 
certainly is not by a side wind that a similar experiment is to be tried in 
the present instance. “ That the said bill proposes to empower the said 
company, upon an existing capital of £3750, to raise further sums to the 
amount of £5000, and so to make a total capital of £8750; but your peti- 
tioners object to such power being given as unnecessary for the present or 
any probable requirement of the district comprised in the said bill, and as 
having the effect of keeping up unduly the price of gas by creating a larger 
amount of capital, upon which dividends will be = e before the com- 
pany, under the provisions usually inserted in bills of this description, will be 
compelled to reduce the price of gas.” Now, here yousee, they admit that we 
have in the bill a clause for reducing the price, but this will certainly occur 
to you atthe moment. They say that we are raising too much capital; but 


where is the temptation to lay out too much when the dividend upon the new 
Capital is limited to 54 per cent.? If it were 10 per cent., it might be alleged 





that we should be liable to do so; but under present circumstances it is 
uite certain that we shall not, when money is worth more in the market 
than we could get for it. “ That the said bill also enables the company, at 
their own will and pleasure, and without the consent of the owners or oc- 
cupiers, to lay pipes and other apparatus through or against any building, 
and otherwise to interfere with buildings within their district, to which 
provisions your petitioners object, as being arbitrary and unnecessary, ex- 
cept for the private benefit of the company.” The clause to which they 
here refer has, 1 believe, been modified to suit their views. “ That the 
provisions of the said bill for testing the purity of the gas supplied by the 
company are defective, and require amendment. That the said bill con- 
tains other provisions of a very objectionable character, especially such as 
relate to the recovery of rates and rents, and ought to have introduced 
therein various clauses for the protection of your petitioners and other in- 
habitants within the said district. And, while ad petitioners renew the 
expression of their hope that your honourable House will utterly reject a 
bill which not only has not, but does not even affect to have, any public 
object to recommend it, they also would urge the ‘necessity, should the bill 
be permitted to pass at all, of material alterations being made therein.” 
Now, with reference to these other provisions, they have not had the kind- 
ness to furnish us with copies of what they require; and, in the absence of 
that, all I can say is, that this bill incorporates all the provisions of the Gas 
Clauses Act, and that what we ask is to have an Act of Parliament similar 
to that which hundreds of other companies have, and no more. I almost re- 
gret that this matter was not referred to the committee on other gas bills 
which has been sitting up stairs, and which have _— several bills in this 
session precisely analogous to this, as they would, I am persuaded, have 
dealt with it in halfan hour. In every one of the bills which have been 
before them, the companies coming forward to capitalize profits which they 
have expended have asked for and been allowed 74 per cent., instead of 54; 
and I repeat it, without fear of contradiction, that never was a bill initiated 
before Parliament by a gas company which was based upon principles so 
extremely liberal as the one which I have now the honour to advocate. 

The CHarrMAN: Was the committee you refer to a committee like this, 
or was it one with special powers ? 

Mr. Burke: One like this, sir ; Mr. Buller being the chairman, and Mr. 
Cheetham, a gentleman of great experience in gas matters, one of the mem- 
bers. I meant that, if this matter had come before them, being familiar 
with all the details of such undertakings, they would have had less difficulty 
in dealing with it. 

Mr. Charles F. Loggin, examined by Mr. Ricnarps. 

I reside at Stratford-upon-Avon, and have been connected with this com- 

pany as a shareholder, under the original deed of copartnership, for 12 

years. The first capital was £3000, which, at a subsequent period, was 
increased by £750 more. The whole of that amount has been paid up. I 
cannot say in what year the company was established, as it was before my 
time. 

Mr. RrconArps said he proposed to re-examine Mr. Loggin, who was a 
chemist, at a future stage of the proceedings as to the purity of the gas, 
respecting which there were certain allegations in the petition. 

Mr. Henry Cranmer, examined by Mr. Ricuarps. 

I have been the manager of the company since January, 1854. Before 
that I assisted the late manager, Mr. Gilt for some years. I have been 
connected with the company for ten years, chiefly as gas-fitter. I am aware 
that the capital of the company was £3750, and that the whole of that has 
been expended in the general plant of the concern. I consider that the 
company are in want of means to enable them to extend their mains and 
improve their plant. We have had a few complaints that the mains leak ; 
many of them require relaying. We also require a large extension of mains ; 
and for all these purposes the company have not money. Our purifiers 
are too small, and should be replaced with new ones. We employ clay 
retorts principally, and they require the use of an exhauster to work them 
-- We have not got any, but it would be very desirable we should 

ave one. They are worked by a steam-engine, which costs a large sum 
of money, and the company have not the means at present to purchase. 
In reference to the dividends of the company, I have a statement before me, 
extracted from the minutes and books, which shows what they have been. 
[Witness read the particulars, as given in Mr. Burke's opening speech. 

By the CommitrEE: These dividends are in addition to what has 
invested in the improvement of the works. 

By Mr. Ricnarps: From time to time the company have spent a great deal 
of their surplus — in plant. I believe, from a statement which I have 
extracted from the books, it amounts to £2471. 4s. 1d. 

By the Commirree: We have not paid dividends upon this amount, but 
only upon the original capital, £3750. 

By Mr. Ricuarps: During the time I have been connected with the com- 
pany, the price of gas has been much reduced. The highest price charged 
was 15s. per 1000; it is now reduced to 7s. 6d., being 10 per cent. off &s. 4d. 
for prompt payment. Nearly all our customers avail themselves of that 
discount. We call it “ prompt payment” if the account is paid within 14 
days after being rendered. We have two large consumers with whom we 
make a special contract—Mr. Flower and Mr. Lucy; the former is a brewer, 
the latter keeps a large mill. They each contract for the supply of 200,000 
cubic feet of gas per annum, for which we charge them £50, or 5s. a 1000, 
the condition being that they pay for that quantity, whether consumed or 
not. The average price of coals which I have used since my connexion 
with the company ranges from 15s. to 17s. per ton. They are Staffordshire 
coals, and are the best we can get for gas-making. We keep up a day 

ressure in our mains which is calculated very much to increase our loss 
rom leakage. Most gas companies reduce their pressure in the day time. 
From the relative position of our works to some of our customers, we are 
obliged to put on a heavy pressure to send the gas down hill, which also 
tends to increase the leakage. We supply several cooking apparatus with 
gas. The length of our mains is 4 miles, 5 furlongs, 112 yards. Some 
of these mains run great distances to supply very small quantities of 
light. I find that in Pound Lane, for example, we have 390 lineal yards of 
mains and only one consumer; in John and Paton Streets, 230 yards, and one 
consumer: Breeze Lane, 156 yards, and no private consumer at all (there are 
two public lamps in the place); in College Street, and College and Bull Lanes 
we have 476 yards, and eight consumers; and in Bridge Street, 672 yards, 
and six consumers. I am acquainted with some other gas companies in the 
neighbourhood; but I do not know of any in which the extent of mains is so 
great in proportion to the number of consumers. The greater the length 
of mains, and the greater the dispersion of pipes, the greater the expendi- 
diture of capital, in proportion to profits. Concentration, of course, tends 
the other way. We supply our customers with meters free of cost, as well 
as service-pipes to connect the mains with their houses. We have about 22 
consumers who do not pay more than £1 a year, and many more who do 
not pay beyond £2 or £3. Our manufacture last year was 5,200,000 cubic 
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feet of gas, calculated at the works. From that the 1 e has to be de- 
pnoted, before the quantity actually sold can be estimated. We charge £3 
‘or some public lamps, and £2 for others—we doing all the lighting, clean- 
ing, and repairing. 

By the Cuarrman: The proportion of charge is, 52 at £3 each, and 39 at 
£2. Qne we get £4. 10s. for; that is a lamp with three burners. 

y Mr. Rionarps: The public clock, which belongs to the corporation, is 
lighted by us gratuitously. We. also supply gas, free of any expense, to the 
paging house, the property of the corporation. I have always considered 

t the illuminating power of our gas is very good. The parliamentary 
standard is 12 can “i and I consider ours is quite equal to that. As 
manager of the works, I have applied the ordinary tests to ascertain the 
purity of the gas, and haye se found it very satisfactory. Our works 
ee in a very good situation, and cannot be regarded as a nuisance to the 

wn. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Pacer: I cannot tell the number of hours 
during which the public lamps are kept burning. . I believe there is a con- 
tract with the corporation in reference to them. We have had no complaints 
made of deficiency of light to the street ~_ x The company provide meters 
and aera og to private consumers. I am not aware that by this Act 
it is proposed to throw that charge upon our customers. If it is intended 
to do so, it will certainly be a change from our present practice. In one in- 
stance—that of Breeze Lane—the expense of laying down the main was 
paid for partly by public subscription. I cannot recollect that it 
was the case in any other instance. There is only one public lamp 
in Pound Lane. The list which I have handed in to the committee refers 
only to private lights. Ihave not taken account of the public lights. 
The workhouse is supplied by the main passing through Pound Lane, and 
is the one consumer referred to. Chapel Lane is on my list as having two 
consumers: one of them is the infirmary. I consider it is afair representa- 
tion of the state of things to put these institutions down as private con- 
sumers. I have done the same in reference to the theatre. In Rother 
Street we have one consumer, who takes only a stnall quantity of gas. 
There is one public lamp in Pound Lane, three in John Street and Paton 
Street, two in Breeze Lane, and five in College Street and College and Bull 
Lanes. In Chapel Lane there are two; in Bridge Street and Tiddington 
Row, seven; in Rother Street, two; and in Windsor Street, two. The 90 
yards of main in Rother Street are not in the part where the two dissenting 
chapels are. We supply those chapels with gas, and also the “ Seven Stars ” 

ublic-house. I call that Rother Street district. The whole length of 

other Street is 400 yards, I should think. It is proposed in the bill to in- 
clude Old Stratford, which I thimk extends ten or eleven miles from the 
town hall. The borough of Stratford-upon-Avon is much more restricted; it 
covers only a very small district, and has a population of about 3200. The 
po ulation of the whole township is between 5000 and 6000. The parish of 

Id Stratford takes in many outlying districts. Bishopton, which we also 
propose to light, is about a mile and a half. It is a small hamlet, and has a 
spa, which is not much frequented—in fact, it has no visitors. Shottery is 
a small agricultural village. 1 do not know the number of inhabitants. 
Luddington is about two miles from Stratford. There may be a dozen in- 
habitants in it Bridgetown is a suburb of Stratford, just over the bridge. 
I do not know how many houses there are in it. Our mains go there al- 
ready. Tiddington is an agricultural village, a mile and a half off; and 
Alveston is a similar district. We now supply Alveston; our lamps go 
about 300 or 400 reg along the road. The only house in that part of the 
parish which we light is the toll-gate. We keep up a day pressure from 
our works much greater than is usually done, because we have two 
customers who require a supply constantly One of them lives near 
the church, and the other at the mill. We keep one lamp always 
burning for our own convenience, and because it could not be easily 
lighted every night. We supply the engine-house free; they burn a good 
deal of gas there in the winter time. I have seen the gas alight there all 
day long. I cannot say how many feet they consume. We use Heather coal, 
which comes from the neighbourhood of West Bromwich. It is the same 
coal-field as Walsall. The price at the pit’s mouth is 13s. per ton. We pur- 
chase it principally of Thomas Cox and Co., Pierey Colliery; Phillip 
Williams and Co., Dunkirk Colliery, both in the West Bromwich district; 
and Heighway and Co., Hatherton Colliery, Walsall. The lowest price at 
which we could buy coal for our purposes is 9s. 6d. We get it to our works 
by the canals. The first it passes along is the Birmingham, where it pays 
a gross charge of from 30s. to 35s. a boat load, taken as 224 tons. Then it 
gets upon the Worcester Canal, where the charge is from 14s. 5d. to 16s. 2d. 
From that it passes along the Stratford Canal, where the charge is £3. 6s. 10d.; 
but the charges on that canal have recently been reduced 50 per cent. 
Then there are the expenses of the voyage, about £4. 8s., as there are two 
men to each boat. The charges I have mentioned include the cost of load- 
ing and unloading. Although 224 tons are charged, the boat, in point of 
fact, holds more than that quantity, perhaps 29 tons, but varying with the 
capacity of the boat. Assuming the coal to cost 13s. at the pit’s mouth, 
and the charges I have referred to made upon a cargo of 224 tons when the 
boat holds 29 tons, the cost of the coal when it reaches us would be reduced 
to 168, and a fraction. I never knew a boat charged as 22} tons holding 
from 30 to 35. The two wholesale customers for gas, who are supplied by 
us at 5s., have never exceeded the consumption on which their contract is 
based. Mr. Flower'’s establishment is about 300 yards from the works; we 
laid the mains to his premises expressly for him, and supplied him with 
ameter. I cannot recollect how long he has had that establishment, but it 
was before I became connected with this company. For some reason or 
other, with which Iam not acquainted, he has only used the gas in his 
brewhouse, stables, and malthouse, a little more than twelve months. Mr. 
Flower is a very good customer. I never heard that our company refused 
to supply him with gas at the price which he now pays,/until he had 
threatened to erect a gasometer on his own premises and‘supply himself. 
The terms of his contract are for five years. We have a similar contract 
with Mr. Lucy; he does not consume the whole of his 50,000 feet per 
quarter. We light Miss Ainsworth’s school at the ordinary price—7s. 6d. 
net money. We have no contract with her; we did not lay down mains to 
her establishment. She is our next largest customer, and pays about £40 
a year. I know something about the finances of the company. I believe 
they have a reserve fund. Ido not know exactly the amount; but I be- 
lieve it is about £1400. 

Re-examined by Mr. Ricnarps: Mr. Lucy paid £27 towards the expense 
of laying down mains to his establishment, which was about 20 years ago. 
Neither he nor Mr, Flower has ever exceeded the 200,000 feet for which 
they contract. If they do not burn all they pay for, it of course makes 
what they do consume dearer than 5s. The lowest price we have ever paid 
for coals at the pits for ——s 9s. 6d. It is an unusual thing to keep 
up as we do the same pressure day and night. Our constant pressure i 
2 inches —é. e., 2 inches upon a water-gauge, or what is called in Londo, 
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gas companies, 20-10ths. I do not know much about metropolitan gas 
companies, but I have heard that their ordinary day-pressure is 3-10ths or 
4-10ths. We do not insist upon lighting all the hamlets mentioned in the 
6th clause of our bill. The reason that Alveston is introduced is because 
we already light the toll-house in that parish. The chapels in Rother 
Street, which we supply, burn gas only on Sunday evenings during the 
winter months. There is not a atic performance at the theatre once 
ayear. It is occasionally used for concerts—perhaps once aquarter. The 
union workhouse has not so many as 100 lights. 

Mr. Pacer: Allow me to ask how much gas the theatre consumes ? 

The Cuarrman ; Is it necessary ? If he cannot tell how much the work- 
house burns, is it likely he will be able to tell you that ? 

Mr. Ricuarps: The paper in my learned friend’s hands answers the 
question. The union workhouse burns 34,000 cubic feet—£12. 15s. ; the 
theatre and infirmary together, 15,000 feet-—£5. 12s. 6d. 

Mr. Georye Cotton, examined by Mr. Ricnarps. 
I am the manager of‘the Warwick Gas-Works, and have been so about 11 
= I am practically acquainted with the details of gas-making, and 

now the Stratford-upon-Avon Gas-Works very well. I have been there 
several times, and last week I inspected them again. I consider that, in 
point of locality, they are well situated. I examined the coal used there, 
which I knew to be Staffordshire. It yields from 7500 to 8000 cubic feet 
per ton, and the price, I should think, is about 16s. per ton. At Warwick, 


the same coal costs 15s. 6d. I have tested the purity of the Stratford gas, | 


in the ordinary way, with litmus paper and sugar of lead. I consider it to 
possess good illuminating power, and, as to purity, to be very clean, and 
free from sulphur. From the observations I made, I should think it was 
equal to the parliamentary standard of 12 wax candles. I have walked 
through the roads and streets you have named, and noticed the number 
of public and private lamps upon the company’s mains, and I consider 
that they are not remunerative. I do not know of any gas-works 
where there are so many mains in proportion to the number of lights 
supplied. The works are tolerably distant from the town, so as not to be 


a nuisance; but this fact renders an additional length of mains necessary, | | 


and causes an increase in the amount of leakage. 1 think that the maxi- 
mum price of 7s.is a very reasonable a The price at which the public 
lamps are supplied is considerably lower t 

Warwick and Leamington. The latter is the most populous place, and has 
as many as 500 public lamps. 
£3. 5s. each for ten months. We manufacture about 12,000,000 feet of gas, 
which is more than double that of Stratford. At Leamington, I should think 


they manufacture 25,000,000. At Warwick, we charge private consumers || 


on a scale which varies from 6s. 3d. to 5s. 4d. The length of our mains is 
about six miles. Comparing the Stratford Company with the Warwick, and 
considering the efficiency of the works and the extent of the mains of the 
former, I consider that their capital is small, and that the proposed increase 
is very reasonable. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Pacer: We have no contracts at Warwick 
below the scale, except with the railway, which we supply at 4s. 10d. We 
have an Act of Parliament, and so have the company at Leamington, where 
the price of gas is just reduced to a uniform price of 5s., except to the rail- 
way, which | apprehend is the same as ours. A ton of Staffordshire coals 
will yield from 8 quarters to 3} quarters of coke, of 8 bushels to the quarter. 
We sell coke at from 3s. to 8s. 2d. per quarter at Warwick. 

Re-examined by Mr. Ricuarps: That is the gross produce of coke from 
a ton of coal; of course, if the retorts are heated with coke, you must de- 
duct what they burn in order to know what the company have to dispose 
of. We sometimes heat our retorts with coke. 

The CHairMAN: The Stratford Company seem to have had contracts for 
some time, with a brewer and a miller, for the supply of 200,000 feet a year 
at 5s. Can it be proved by witnesses to what extent the actual amount they 
have consumed falls short of that quantity? It is necessary for the com- 
mittee to know this, in order to enable them to determine what the differ- 
ence is between the cheap gas and the other. 

Mr. Pacer: I think there will be no difficulty in giving you that. 

Thomas G. Barlow, E:sq., examined by Mr. RicHarps. 

I live at No. 3, Parliament Street, Westminster, and am a consulting gas 
engineer. I have had large experience in the construction and management 
of gas-works. I was the engineer under whom the Stratford-upon-Avon works 
were erected in the year 1834, and also at a subsequent period, viz., in the 
year 1888, when they were removed to their present site. linspected those 
works very recently—on the 16th of May. I have heard the statements 
made by the secretary, with reference to the necessity for repairs and relay- 
ing some mains, to counteract the leakage which takes place; also as to the 
enlargement of the purifiers and the erection of anexhauster. My own ob- 
servations were, of course, confined to the works, and I can therefore form 
no opinions as to the state of the mains; but I should say the leakage is 
very considerable for a town situated as Stratford-upon-Avon is. Upon the 
works themselves there is certainly room for the expenditure of £1000; 
indeed, I consider it is requisite tor the efficient conduct of the esta- 
blishment. The works have now been in operation 23 years, and the 
consumption has outgrown the calibre of some parts of the works. The 
company certainly want larger purifiers. They use clay retorts; and I 
quite agree with the manager as to the necessity for an exhauster. It is a 
fact that when clay retorts are used exhausters are indispensable, as the 
material is to some extent porous, and it is necessary to have something to 
reduce the pressure. I am acquainted with most of the gas-works in the 
neighbourhood, and have general information as to the value of the descrip- 
tion of coal used in the district. If I were making an estimate, I shonld 
reckon it at 16s. per ton. 1 have not tested the illuminating power or 
purity of this company’s gas; but I jndge from the process of manufacture, 
and knowing the kind of coal used, that the gas must be pure, and of good 
quality. At present, as I understand it, the whole of the capital of the 
company is expended; and, as I have stated, I think that £1000 ought to 
be forthwith spent in improving and enlarging some parts of the works. 1 
think the proposed increase of capital is reasonable; and there can be no 
inducement on the part of the company to issue more shares than 
necessary, seeing that they will only bear common interest. If the 
new capital to be created were limited to the amount actually neces- 
sary to be expended on the works at the present moment, another 
application might have to be made to Parliament; it is better, there- 
fore, to take power at once for a reasonable amount in addition. Con- 
sidering the nature of the district supplied, the extent of mains, and 
the cost of coals, I think the maximum price of 7s. per 1000 is very 
reasonable. I do not think, with the works in their present state, that they 
could earn a dividend of 10 per cent. at 7s., and supply the public lights at 
the present price. They might at 7s. 6d., but not at 7s. without improve- 
ments in the works. I am aware of the terms upon which the is at 
present supplied both to public and private consumers. So far as the public 
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In Warwick there are 203, and we charge | | 









































| lighting is concerned, it yields scarcely any profit to the company. I have 
ascertained that it is only 4d. per 1000. I think the charge to private con- 
sumers also is very reasonable. It is a very common thing for a company 
to make allowances to large consumers, and throughout Lancashire it is 
almost a universal system. I am not aware whether it is the case with the 
London companies in reference to the railways, but in the manufacturing 
districts it is a adopted. It answers the purposes of the companies 
to treat the large consumers as wholesale customers. I may state that at 
Stratford-upon-Avon they have 217 consumers: there are 78 who pay less 
than £1. 17s. 6d. per annum; 56 pay less than £3. 15s.; 58 less than £7.10s.; 
19 less than £15; 3 less than £32. 10s.; and the largest consumers are Mr. 
Lucy and Mr. Flower. The profit of an undertaking of this sort depends 
very much upon the concentration of supply: a wide district causes a large 
expenditure of capital necessary in the first instance, which is unremunerative 
afterwards. I see that in this case the private consumption per mile of 
pipes laid is only about 650,000 feet. Many of the large companies that I 
know consume several million feet in the same space. In the course of my 
experience I have found that L goer yet the 30th section of the Gas Clauses 
Act, which limits the dividend to 10 per cent., works well. I am myself a 
consumer of the Imperial Company's gas; they are entitled by their Act to 
charge me 6s. ad 1000, but I am only charged 4s. 6d., and that amount 
suffices to pay the proprietors the parliamentary dividend. I will also instance 
Liverpool, where they are entitled to charge 4s. 6d., but 4s. suffices to give 
them their dividend. being a manufactured article is of course liable 
to fluctuation in the cost of production according to the prices of coal and 
iron. It is, therefore, I think unjust to gas companies to fix a low maximum 
price, or they may be driven to Parliament at every rise in prices 

The Cuarrman: Did I understand you that 7s. 6d. would enable the 
company to ey a dividend of 10 per cent ? 

Witness : Yes, upon their present capital of £3750. 

The Cuatrman: Then 7s. would give them about 9} per cent? 

Witness : About that. A large portion of the gas is supplied at a small 
profit. At the present moment the public lights consume about 850,000 
feet per annum, which yields only 4d. per 1000 profit. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Pacer: At Stratford-upon-Avon, 64 of the public 
lamps are lighted from Aug. 17 to May 14, with the omission of five 
moonlight nights in winter, and seven in the summer. I do not know the 
| number of hours they are lighted each year. I should think about 2400 
|hours. I have the data for making the calculation, but have not done so. 
| With regard to 29 other lamps, I know that they are extinguished at mid- 
night. My evidence with regard to the public lights is based upon the 
|| actual consumption, ascertained by test-meters put down for the purpose. 
| |I have not examined the state of the mains, to ascertain the amount of 

|leakage, but I can form a better opinion upon the subject by examining 
||the accounts of the company. It may certainly be taken as a fact, that 
| keeping on the pressure during the day-time tends to increase the leakage. 
I have given 16s. as the price of coals from my general knowledge of what 
it is procured for in the district. I said the quality of the gas could not but 
be good, considering the quantity extracted from the coal, and the quality 
of the coal itself. The means by which gas is deteriorated is by prolonging 
the charges, or distilling the coal for too great a length of time; but the 
apparatus they employ has not necessarily that effect. I have taken into 
| consideration, as one mode of protecting the interests of the public, the pro- 
| priety of tying a company down to a maximum price; and, provided that 
that price is a reasonable one, I see no harm in it. I have no doubt that I 
| may have given it as my opinion that such a measure is an effective protec- 
pew tothe public. I do not dissent from the opinion which I expressed on 
oneoccasion. I recollect the case referred to The Worksop Gas Company 
| came to Parliament with an inflated capital, twice the amount necessary for 
their works; and I said that, under such circumstances, the 10 per cent 
clause is unprotective, because, in effect, you would be giving them thereby 20 
per cent. upon the real value of their works. There is no doubt that a 
practical protection is given to the public, where, as in the case of the great 
companies, they cannot be kept in check by competition, by giving them a 
| statutory limitation upon the price of the articie, so long as the maximum 
thus fixed is a reasonable one. You must allow me, however, to qualify 
that opinion to a certain extent. Gas is a manufactured article; the 
materials from which it is made, and the iron and other apparatus em- 
ployed in its manufacture, are liable to considerable fluctuations in 
price, and therefore it is not fair to fix a low maximum for gas in cases 
where the parties come fairly before the Legislature with a capital repre- 
| senting the real value of their works. The fluctuation in the price of the 
|/articles employed is an important element for the consideration of the 
| House when dealing with this question. I do not think that, under all cir- 
|| cumstances, the maximum price is what the public must look to for their 
| protection. I make a distinction between the case alluded to andthe one now 
| before the committee. In the Worksop case, the promoters came to Parlia- 
ment with a capital double the value of their works; here (at Stratford- 
upon-Avon) is a case where the works are of greater value than the par- 
liamentary capital. No doubt it is possible that, even assuming this to be 
the case, a company may attain totheir maximum dividend long before they 
have exhausted their powers of accommodating the public, and it may be to 
their interest to limit their works and keep their price at the maximum, 
rather than extend their works and increase the number of their customers, 
which would enable them again to lower the price of gas. I have expressed a 
very strong opinion in favour of all gas companies obtaining statutory powers. 
When the Worksop Gas Bill was before the House, the question was put to 
me, “ Is it your opinion, from what you stated a little while ago, that the 
people of Worksop would be better and more economically supplied by this 
company continuing as a joint stock company, not incorporated by Act of 
Parliament, than by their attaining this Act?” I quite agree in the answer 
which I gave to that question—‘I think they would be supplied at a 
cheaper rate if the company did not obtain their Act, because there would 
then be a greater chance of competition, and there would be no par- 
liamentary expenses to pay upon.” In reply to another question, I said, 

That, in that case, there would be no limit to price or dividend, but 
there would be a greater chance of competition. Mark the distinction I 
make between one company not having statutory powers and the other 
| having them. The moment you grant statutory powers you make a virtual 
| | monopoly.” I still agree in that opinion. I may state to the committee 
|| that the result of the Worksop case was that Parliament, seeing there was 
|| misrepresentation as to the capital, limited the dividend to 8 per cent. upon 

| the old capital and 7 per cent. upon the new, and the price of gas to 6s. 
1] That was In a case where coal is procured almost on the spot, and is 10s. or 
12s. per ton. Six shillings at Worksop is about equal to 7s. 6d. at Stratford- 
upon-Avon. 

By Mr. Ricwarps : 
materially, 

















_In fact, the features of the two cases differ very 
and my evidence was given upon the state of things there. 


By the Cuatrman : I said that £1000 might be advantageously expended 
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upon these works ; but that is not the only expenditure necessary. I think 
in some parts of the town the mains are too small, and that £500 might 
be judiciously expended on them also, in diminishing the leakage. I 
did not know that the company had a reserye-fund of £1400 before I heard 
of it in this room. 

The CuarrMAn (to Mr. Paget) : Supposing the promoters consented to a 
reduction in the maximum charge, would not that meet the views of the 
petitioners ? 

Mr. Pacer : I can only say, sir, that if any proposition should come to 
us from the other side in the course of the next few hours which we 
can accept, we shall be most thankful to save the time of the committee. 

The CHatrMaN: Because it ap to me that for so small an amount as 
is required, it is a pity to incur the heavy expense of appearing here again. 

Mr. Ricnarps: My learned friend seems anxious te throw the blame 
pe ar na does he not at once say what he requires, and what will 
satisfy him 

The Cuarrman: Perhaps counsel on both sides will think about it by 
the morning, and so save expense, which appears to me unnecessary. 

Mr. Pacer: If we can avoid any additional expense, I shall be most 
thankful. 

The committee then adjourned. 








Wepyespay, June 17. 

The committee met this day at one o'clock, Mr. Roparrgs in the chair. 

The CuarrMAN inquired whether any arrangement had been come to in 
consequence of the suggestion of the committee on the previous day? 

Mr. Burke said the promoters of the bill had no desire to | soaps | the 
discussion, and had come to a unanimous decision to meet the other side in 
the most liberal way. They felt that a large amount of time was bein 
wasted in this inquiry, whereas the subject matter in dispute was confin 
to the question of price. They had, therefore,made the parties on the other 
side an offer; they had told them that with a view to an amicable settle- 
ment, they were prepared to reduce their — still further—viz., to 6s. 6d. 
Unfortunately, however, it ap that they could not satisfy their oppo- 
nents in any way. He (Mr. Burke) had before him a return ordered by 
the House of Commons as to the price charged for gas in various towns of 
England, and would submit to the committee some particulars of analogous 
cases to the present The first he would refer to was Brentford, almost a 
metropolitan town, with a population infinitely greater than that at Strat- 
ford-upon-Avon. The price charged for gas there was 7s. 

The CuatrMan inquired the price of coals there? 

Mr. BurRKE was not aware, but as a gas director in London, he knew that 
coals cost 16s. or 17s.on the London works, and at Brentford, where from their 
situation on the river there was great facility of transit, he took it that the 
price was about the same. At Bridgewater, in the centre of the Somerset- 
shire coal-field, the price of gas was 6s. and 7s. to private consumers. At 
Bury St. Edmund's, which had a railway right across from Ipswich, the 
maximum price was 10s.,and the minimum price 6s. 8d. At Kingston- 
upon-Thames, with easy access to the colliers in the Pool, and with a large 
population, the price was 6s. 8d. 

The CuarrMan said that, having the returns quoted from before him, he 
saw that there was a large majority of cases in which the price was lower. 

Mr. BurKE said the case most. analogous to Stratford-upon-Avon was 
Warwick, where the price of coals was much the same, though they pos- 
sessed the advantage of railway accommodation. The price of gas at War- 
wick varied from 5s. 4d. to 6s. 3d., and it had been given in evidence that 
there the consumption of gas was 12,000,000 feet. He should also be in a 
position to show that in reality 6s. 3d. represented the usual price, allowing 
discount for ready money, and that the credit price was more. Such being 
the case, and considering that Stratford-upon-Avon had a consumption of less 
than one-half, and that the district supplied was a very straggling one, and 
exposed the company to considerable loss by leakage, it was not too much 
that they should be allowed a maximum price of at least 6s. 6d. 

Mr. Pacer said he had extracted the maximum prices fixed by Parlia- 
ment in every Act passed last year, and he found they were as follows :— 
Bath, 4s. 6d.; Boston, 5s. 6d.; Cheltenham, 5s. in the parish, and 6s. 6d. 
beyond; Coventry, 4s. 6d.; Gainsborough, 5s. 6d.; Heywood, 6s. 6d.; Lan- 
caster, 4s. 6d. to Ss. 6d.; Wandsworth, 6s.; West Ham, 5s. 6d.; Weymouth, 
6s.; and Worksop, 6s. He would not go into the particular circumstances 
of each, but would simply remark that, with the exception of a portion of the 
district lighted by the Cheltenham Company, there was no instance in 
which the maximum was fixed as high as 6s. 6d. 

The Cuatrman: After hearing the offer made by the promoters of the 
bill, I think we must go on with the evidence. 

After some further discussion— 


Mr. Loggin was recalled, and examined by Mr. RicHarps. 


I am a chemist, and a consumer of the gas of this company, with which 
I have always been perfectly satisfied. consider that the illuminating | 
power is far better than that of the gas in London. I have applied not only | 





the ordinary, but aiso some severe, tests to ascertain its purity. In 
February last, in the presence of witnesses, I tested it for ammonia. The | 


test I applied was syrup of violets. I found but a very slight response. 

The CHarrMaN : It is suggested by members of the committee that this 
evidence is unnecessary. because, if the bill passes, you would have to pro- 
vide gas of a certain purity and illuminating power. 

Mr. Pacet: As to what has taken place, we do not complain. 

Mr. Ricuarps : But it is one of the allegations in the petition. 

Mr. W. Canning, Mr. Richard Chattaway, Mr. John Hardy, Mr. James 
Smith, Mr. J. S. Lever, were severally examined, and expressed themselves 
perfectly satisfied with the purity and illuminating power of the gas sup- 
plied to them by the company. 

This closed the case for the promoters. 

The CuarrMaN said the room would now be cleared to enable the com- 
mittee to deliberate, but, before the parties left, he would like to be dis- 
tinctly informed whether the promoters fixed 6s. 6d.,as the price which 
they were prepared to charge, as a maximum. 

r. RrcHarps said his learned friend on the other side had offered 5s. 6d., 
but the promoters felt that, under the circumstances of their position, that was 
a price which they could not accept asa maximum. They had said 6s. 6d., 
but were much disposed, if the difference between them and their opponents 
was merely a question of price, to leave themselves very much in the 
hands of the committee to say what they considered was fair under the 
circumstances. They were anxious to save the time of the vommittee, and 
to meet the case in the most candid manner. 


Mr. Pacer said he had not felt at liberty to refer to the particulars of a | | 


conversation which had gone off without any arrangement. His learned 
friend had, however, taken an advantage of which he felt he might com- 
plain, as being likely to prejudice his case. It certainly had been said that 








probably, if they took 5s. 6d. as the basis upon which to form a maximum, 
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little difference —_ arise on other points. There were questions, undoubt- 
edly, which would have to be settled—such, for instance, as the supply of 
meters, respecting which Mr. Burke claimed something meritorious on the 
part of the promoters, and also the provisions for testing the purity of the 
gas supplied. But there was nothing more irregular than to refer to clauses 
while discussing the preamble of a bill, and, therefore, he would avoid 
entering upon these matters. 

_ The CuarrMan inquired whether the petitioners would accept the propo- 
sition made on the other side, to leave the committee to fix the price? 

Mr. Pacer said they could not help themselves; they were in the hands 
of the committee. But he would poe es that, unless the committee were 
prepared to throw out the bill, or to take what they had offered as a basis, 
they would be proceeding on very imperfect data until they were in posses- 
sion of the evidence which he was prepared to adduce. Te they proposed 
to alter or vary those terms, then he respectfully submitted that they ought 
not to come to a decision till they had heard his witnesses. 
Taam said the committee only desired to spare the time of all 
ME ney hege. wae ve were oo to fix the price at 5s. 6d., 

e question of meters as an in i 
be inlined . nn “ ependent question, he should 
e room was then cleared, and the committee consulted together f 
about half an hour. On the parties being readmitted, wana 

The CHAIRMAN said: The committee have considered the matter, and, 
not having heard the opposite side, but basing their conclusions upon the 
evidence given by the promoters as to the price of coal, they have formed 
the opinion that 5s. 6d. is a sufficient price to charge. Now, as I under- 
stand, without further discussion, we pass the preamble of the bill. 

Mr. Pacer: Certainly, sir. 

The preamble was then declared to be proved. 

The clauses from 1 to 29 were agreed to; clauses 30 and 31 were 
omitted; and clauses 34, 35, and 38 postponed. 

oe manuscript clauses were introduced. In one of them, relating to 
~ . a of new shares, “ with a preferential dividend not exceeding 5} per 

Mr. Pacer said he thought an amendment was needed. It might be ar- 
gued with considerable success that the meaning of the clause was this— 
there shall be a preferential dividend upon these shares of 5} per cent., and 
they shall come in pari passu with the other shares, if the profits of the 
concern will enable the company to divide more. 

"i On the suggestion of the chairman, the clause was altered so as to read, 
preferential and maximum dividend of 54 per cent.” 

Mr. Pacer moved to insert a rider to clause 33, in lieu of clause 34. 
The former clause provided that the company should erect a meter to test 
the illuminating power of the gas supplied by them; and he proposed to 
place in the hands of some indifterent party the power to ascertain, by that 
meter, whether the gas was of the quality it should be. But it struck him 
that the works of the company were not a proper place for such an opera- 
tion to be conducted in. He thought that it would be better to place in 
some public building, or under the care of some public body, a tap, fixed 
upon an ordinary service-pipe, for the purpose of testing the gas. He said 
it with all respect to the gentlemen at Stratford, that it was not usual, 
when putting a check of this kind upon any one, to give the key into his 
own hands. The corporation or the Local Board of fieaith would be the 
fitting parties, and the ordinary pipes which supplied the customers, the 
proper spot to try the experiment. He proposed, cian, to add, that “ it 
shall at any time be lawful for the mayor, aldermen, and burgesses, or the 
Local Board of Health, by an order in writing, to appoint some competent 
rson, not being a member of the corporation, nor a servant of the Local 
oard of Health, to proceed to the works of the company, who shall, on 
producing the said order, enter upon the premises of the company; and, in 
the presence of the superintendent or other officer of the company, make 
experiments of the illuminating power of the gas, and the purity of the 
same, by means of the experimental meter and other apparatus before men- 
tioned; and the company and their officers shall afford all reasonable facili- 
ties and assistance to the making of such experiments: and, if it shall be 
the opinion of two justices, after hearing the parties, that the gas supplied 
by the company did not, when so tested, equal the illuminating power by 
this Act prescribed, or that the company or their officers refused to afford 
such reasonable facilities as aforesaid, or hindered or prevented the making 
of such experiments, in any such case the company shall forfeit such sum, 
not exceeding £20, as the said justices shall determine.” Then there was a 
clause which he thought was a necessary sequence to the foregoing, and 
was in effect, that, if the mayor, aldermen, and burgesses saw fit, they 
might, at their own expense, and at any public place within the borough, 
erect an experimental meter and other necessary apparatus for testing the 
illuminating power of the gas, and the purity thereof; and, upon certain 
notices given to the company, to proceed to make such test, under a 
Similar penalty to that already named. The learned counsel having read 
the text of the proposed clause, ‘ 

_ The Ciairman said, before Mr. Richards replied, he should like to be 
informed whether such a clause was usual in bills of this kind. 

Mr. Ricuarps replied in the negative. 

Mr. Pacer argued that, if not usual, it was not contrary to practice, and 
appeared to him to be reasonable and fair. 

Mr. Ricuarps said he had been informed on unquestionable authority 
that the clauses on this subject, as drawn by the promoters, were the 
csauses invariably introduced at the suggestion of the Board of Trade in 
every Act of this description. Of course the committee had the power to 
sanction the introduction of clauses of a totally different character ; but he 
contended that his learned friend had shown no reason for making the 
re: a case —e og exceptional legislation. 

e CHAIRMAN: | do not think w 3 i 
the clauses as they are in the bill. ee ee, 
On clause 38 being read, 

_ Mr. Pacer said this clause raised the question of meters. It would be 
in the recollection of the committee that, in his opening address, Mr. Burke 
dwelt at some length on the generosity and liberality of those whom he 
represented in supplying meters at their own expense. This clause, how- 
ever, was quite inconsistent wish the learned gentleman’s observation. He 
(Mr. Paget) therefore proposed to omit the words “to be provided either by 
the company, at the expense of the consumer, or at the option of the con- 
sumer, and approved by the company,” and to substitute the words “to be 
— — Ne ged = company.” That was what the company 
y 10w doing, and what his le rie i 
would ee i Ra t his learned friend (Mr. Burke) promised they 
he CHAIRMAN: Mr. Burk i i i 
ca e certainly never said they would do so in 
Mr. Pacer: He assumed it. 





‘was a provision that the company might supply meters at a reasonable 





Mr. Ricuarps: What he really did say was, that they had supplied 
at a certain price, and as an instance of their liberality they included 
meters free But now comes the question whether, when gas is reduced to 
5s. 6d., the company should be called upon to depart from the ordinary || 
practice? If this were done, a small consumer, burning say 15s. worth of 
gas in a year, might call upon the company to put him up a meter costing 
36s., which it would take nearly three years’ rental to pay for. 

Mr. Incram: I think it would be a convenient thing if some provision 
were made by which small consumers might hire meters of the company. 

Mr. Ricuakrps said, under the 14th section of the Gas Clauses Act, there 


rental to be agreed upon. 
Mr. Incram: They may do so, but perhaps will not. The small con- 


sumers may not be able to afford to purchase a meter, but would have no 
objection to pay a rental for the use of one. 
. RicHARDs said the company would be quite ready to do it. 

The CHarrman: The committee are quite of opinion that you should 
charge for meters, but the real point is whether something can be inserted 
in = clause to the effect that you shall also supply them at a reasonable 
rental. 

After considerable discussion as to whether a fixed sum for the hire of 
meters should be named in the bill, and Mr. Paget having admitted that he 
could not show any precedent for the proposed alteration, 

The CuarRMAn said the committee would adhere to the clause as it stood. 

Mr. PaGet said he was happy to say he could produce two precedents 
for the clause he was now about to propose, which was, that after the expira- 
tion of any existing contracts for lighting the public lamps, the company 
should be required to supply by meter or contract, as the corporation or local 
board might think fit, at a charge not higher than the average price charged 
to other consumers; and in case of any dispute as to such price, then that 
the matter should be referred to arbitration in the manner provided by the 
Railway Companies’ Arbitration Act, of 1845, which, for that purpose, should 
be incorporated in this bill. ‘This had been done in the Gainsborough and 
the Worksop Gas Bills, both of which were passed last year. The public 
were large customers, and there was no reason why they should pay more 
than private consumers, while the clause proposed gave into the hands of 
an impartial tribunal the power to decide in case of dispute. 

Mr. RicHarps said he had no objection to any clause which would pre- 
vent the company charging more for public than private lights; but there 
were some points in the clause to which he did decidedly object. As it now 
stood, the company might be called upon to put a meter at the foot of every 

leans and, in reference to the “local board,” he did | 


public lamp in the 
not see what the: a to do in the matter. It was quite enough to say “ the 


persons having the charge of the public lighting.” 
Mr. Incram: Who has the regulation of the number of hours that the 


public lamps are burned? 








Mr. Pacet: That is a matter of contract. 

Mr. Ricuarps: In London it is generally “from sunset to sunrise.” 

Mr. PaGET said he could not agree to leave out the words “by meter.” 
It could not be supposed that the authorities would be stupid enough to re- | 
quire meters at the footof a public street lamp; but there were clock lamps | 
and others which had to be supplied, and it was desirable to know what the | 
consumption was. This was a clause copied verbatim from the Acts to 
which he had referred. 

Mr. Ricuarps further objected to the clause, because it might necessi- | 
tate the company lighting public lamps in places where their mains did not 
extend, and where, when laid, they could not be remunerative. 

After some further discussion the clause was agreed to, with the addition 
of the words “ within the district in which the mains of the company may 
from time to time extend.” 

Mr. Pacer next moved the insertion of a clause empowering the mayor, 
aldermen, and burgesses, from time to time to appoint an inspector of me- | 
ters, who should, on the application and at the expense of any consumer, in- 
spect the meter on the premises of the person making a complaint, after | 
giving 24 hours’ notice to the company; and if upon such inspection the | 





meter should prove defective, the company should be bound to remove the | 


same and supply a good and proper one, within seven days, under a penalty | 


of £1 per day to the consumer. 
The Cuarrman: Is this one of the usual clauses? 
Mr. Pacer replied that it was. In the Wakefield Gas Act, passed last 
session, it was inserted. . | 
Mr. Ricuarps thought that, if it was allowed in the Wakefield case, it was | 
about the only instance on record, and was a totally exceptional case. The | 


ordinary understanding existing between companies and their customers | | 


was always found to be a sufficient protection to the latter. 


The clause was rejected. 
Mr. Pacer then asked for leave to introduce a clause to compel the com- 


pany, under a penalty of £10 a day, to supply any occupier of premises, || 


public body, or private company, within 20 yards of their mains, with gas | 


| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


at the same charge as limited by the Act, receiving, when asked for, reason- | 


able security for payment of the rental. This, he said, was a clause taken | 


from the Worksop Act of last session. It had also been introduced into 
water and other companies’ bills, and was intended to prevent the arbitrary 
refusal on the part of the company to supply gas to anyone with whom they 


might be at variance. 
Mr. RicHarps opposed the clause on the ground that the law, as it stood, 


was amply sufficient to protect the consumer from any caprice on the part 
of the company. 


‘The CHarrMAn having consulted with the other honourable members, i 


| 
| 
| 


said the committee were disposed to adopt the clause, but not with the || 


penalty of £10 a day. 
After some consultation the clause was agreed to, the penalty being fixed | 


at 10s. per diem. 
Mr. Pacer was about to propose a clause providing for the auditing of 


the accounts of the company, but Mr. RicHakps objecting, he withdrew it. 


A clause saving the rights of the corporation was then agreed to, and the | | 


chairman was ordered to report the bill to the House. 





SOUTH STAFFORDSHIRE WATER-WORKS BILL. 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 10. 
(Before Mr. Butter, chairman, and Messrs. CureTHaw, E. B. Kine, 
Baruurst, aud R, iLAnbuny.) 
Mr. Horr Scorr and Mr, YorkKE appeared as counsel for the promoters; 
Mr. ALEXANDER and Mr. Locke for the Wolverhampton New Water-Works 


Company; and Mr. Biyrue, of the firm of Reese, Wilkins, and Blythe, for || 


the Smethwick Local Board of Health, who were petitioners against the bill. 

Petitions had also been lodged against the bill by the London and North- 
Western Railway Company; the owners of houses in Lichfield, and the cor- 
poration of the same borough; the Bilston Township Commissioners; and 
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the Bilston Local Board of Health. The Great Western Railway Company 
presented a petition not against the preamble, but against some of the 
clauses of the bill. No counsel appeared in support of either of these 
petitions. 

Mr. Hore Scorr said he hoped this case would not give much trouble, 
or occupy much time; for though a number of petitions had been presented 
against it, very few of them would be prosecuted before the committee. Of 
those, the principal one turned upon a very simple point, which he felt as- 
sured he should be able to dispose of. The South Staffordshire Water Com- 
pany were incorporated by an Act of Parliament, in 1853, to supply the 
mining district of South Staffordshire and East Worcestershire, containing a 

pulation of some 240,000 persons. [The learned counsel explained the 

imits of the district by reference to maps, &c.] The scheme was to take 
water from certain streams in the neighbourhood of Lichfield, and to con- 
vey them by the lines of route indicated on the map, with distributing mains 
and —— at different points, to meet the wants of the population. The 
original capital was £160,000, and the intended supply was 2,500,000 gallons 
of water per diem. The maps indicated the places which contained the 
greatest accumulations of inhabitants, and the whole district comprised pro- 
bably, from end to end, one of the most extraordinary populations of any in 
Great Britain. Passing down from Lichfield, they came to Walsall, with a 
—— of 20,000; then to Wednesbury, containing 15,000; then to West 

romwich, with 35,000; Rowley Regis, 15,000; and Tipton, 35,000, &c. 
The total population was 240,000, and of these 40,000 were inhabitants of 
Dudley alone. 

The Cuatrman: It seems by the maps to stop at Tipton. 

Mr. Hore Scorr said that was the last service reservoir, but Dudley was 
included in the Act of 1853. The supply was to be from Lichfield, and to 
include that borough, but with this proviso, that it should not be done with- 
out the consent of the corporation, they having from a charitable founda- 
tion a gratuitous supply which they did not wish to be competed with. The 
oe Act of Incorporation prescribed five years for the completion of 
the works, and he (Mr. Scott) called special attention to the date, because 
something might turn upon it in discussing one of the —. The limi- 
tation so imposed would bring the company’s powers of construction of their 
works to on end on August 4,1858. In the same year that that Act was 
passed (1853), there were two companies already in the district—the Dudley 
Company, for the supply of Dudléy and Bilston, and the Wolverhampton 
Company, having within its limits Witvatiennten, Bilston, and Willenhall. 
Now, he believed it was beyond doubt that those places were at that time 
very inadequately supplied with water; and accordingly they were also in- 
cluded in the district which the South Staffordshire oops ! sought to 
supply. The latter, however, were met by an opposition, and had certain 
restrictions imposed upon them which were embodied in a clause, and would 
have to be considered when the petition of the Wolverhampton Water Com- 
pany came to be discussed. Having obtained their bill in 1853, the present 
company were very soon involved, as was the whole of the district, more or 
less, in financial pressure. The consequence was, that they were delayed 
in the commencement of their works until the year 1855, which brought 
them inconveniently near to the period at which, by the terms of the Act, 
those works must be completed. During the interval, some changes had 
taken place in the position of the companies, to which he would briefly 
allude. The Dudley Water Company sold their works to the commissioners 
of Bilston, who formed the Local Board of Health in that town, and were 
empowered, as such, by the General Board of Health Act, to give a supply 
of water, upon certain terms and conditions, to the inhabitants of the dis- 
trict. Having obtained the distributing plant of the company, the Bilston 
Commissioners found that they had no water to pass through it, and had 
since been obliged to supply Bilston with water from the bottom of a coal 
mine—which, of course, was not so black as, at first-sight, might appear— 
but was certainly neither suitable nor convenient for the wants of the popu- 
lation. However, no better was to be had; and, therefore, no blame could 
attach to the commissioners for doing the best they could under the cir- 
cumstances. In 1835, also, another new circumstance arose. From the de- 
ficient supply of water to Wolverhampton by the old company, a new com- 

ny came before Parliament which sought also to include Bilston and Wil- 

enttall in their district. The passing of that bill was opposed by the South 
Staffordshire Company, and, in the House of Lords, they obtained the in- 
sertion of a clause prohibiting the new company from supplying the two 
latter places, except with their consent, if and so long as the South Stafford- 
shire Company supplied such respective townships under the powers of their 
Act of 1853. There was also this further proviso: That such power should 
be exercised by them at any time within the period limited in the said last- 
mentioned Act for the completion of the works thereby authorized. It was 
therefore required, as a condition of the exclusion of the New Wolverhamp- 
ton Company from the supply of Bilston and Willenhall, that they should 
complete works adequate to the necessities of those places before the 4th of 
August, 1858. The committee would, therefore, at once understand why, 
when that company came forward to ask for an extension of time for the 
construction of their works, the Wolverhampton Company and the Bilston 
Commissioners should be filled with apprehension—the latter fearing that 
they should be kept without a supply of good water for a further period of 
five years, and the former that they would be kept out of a good market for 
the same time. He (Mr. Hope Scott) would deal with that question at once, 
because he believed it was the only substantial point of opposition before 
the committee. The South Staffordshire Company had tendered to the new 
Wolverhampton Company, and the Bilston Commissioners were aware of the 
fact, that they did not propose this enlargement of their powers generally, to 
extend so as at all to alter the terms upon which they were excluded. That 
being the case, there seemed to him to be no focus standi for them 
before the committee. The only ground upon which they could come in 
was that the South Staffordshire Company sought to alter the terms of the 
Act so far as they were concerned; but here they were met at once by the 
latter saying they were perfectly ready to rely upon their existing powers 
to give a supply of water to those places by the 4th of August, 1858. If at 
that time they could not do it, the parliamentary bargain was at an end, 
and the petitioners would be entitled to whatever benefits were originally 
intended in case of such failure. The Bilston Commissioners, who were the 
parties interested in receiving the water, had been satisfied with that course, 
and had not prosecuted their petition; the Wolverhampton Company were 
not so satisfied, and hence the appearance of his learned friend Mr. Alex- 
ander. It was between the promoters and them that the whole question 
would lie. They had been brought here, in the first instance, he freely ad- 
mitted, by an apparent intention on the part of the promoters, which, how- 
ever, was never really intended, to obtain a reversal of the decision come to 
in 1855; but for the last three weeks they had been in possession of the 
clause which it was intended to insert in order to preserve the integrity of 
that agreement. 

Seow Cuairman; Is that the first MS. clause? 











Mr. Hore Scorr replied that it was. The petitioners complained of the 
restrictions imposed upon them by the 6th clause of their Act, and urged 
that the promoters of this bill were seeking for powers to erect new works 
of an extensive character, to increase the amount of their original capital, 
and to enlarge the time within which their works were to be erected, and 
that that extension of time was a violation of the agreement referred to as 
between the two companies and embodied in their Act. This had been ad- | 
mitted by the promoters, and a clause to meet the case had been provided. 
Then they went on to allege that the promoters had taken no step to supply | 
the places named with water, and and that there was no probability of their } 
doing so before the time expired. It seemed to him that the petitioners had 
put their case in such a way asto dispose ofit at once, and as the promoters were 
not about to do anything in violation of the agreement of 1855, he submitted 
that the petitioners could have no plea to justify their appearance before the 
committee. As to the allegation that the promoters were not likely to be 
ready by 1858, the answer to that was, that, if they were not, the bargain 
was at anend. But, on the other hand, the promoters asserted that they 
would be; and by the issue of the contract they had made, they were dis- 
posed to abide. As a matter of fact, they had made very considerable pro- 
gress in their works; and it would be well for the Wolverhampton Company 
if they had made as much under the powers of their Act. The promoters 
of this bill had laid down a very considerable part of their mains, and con- 
tracts for nearly the whole were entered into; they had also acquired certain 
mills, with the pools belonging to them. By the pools at Lichfield, they 
were constructing a reservoir capable of containing 60,000,000 gallons, near 
to one of 6,000,000; and they were deepening and otherwise improving the 
pools at Lichfield with which the mills were connected. They had also 
made large purchases of land upon which to construct another reservoir, 
capable of holding 40,000,000 oaiens of water; and all these would be com- 

leted within the next three months. Within the borough of Lichfield they 
done much to divert the sewerage, which prejudicially affected the 
streams, and had taken other steps to preserve the purity of the water. 
They had made arrangements with the South Staffordshire Railway Com- 
pany for laying their mains along their line of railway, and they had en- 
tered into contracts for the supply of cast-iron pipes from Lichfield to 
Dudley Port, which distance extended, in point of fact, over the whole of 
their authorized district. A considerable number of miles of pipes had 
been already laid. The contractor for the work had received £25,000 on 
account, the total amount of the contract entered into by him —s 
£60,000. They had also purchased other land in the neighbourh 
for a pool, and were now sinking a pump shaft; and had entered into 
a contract with Messrs. James Watt and Co. for pumping -engines of 
the requisite power. Under these circumstances, he submitted that 
there could be no doubt of the bond jides of the company; and that 
they had proceeded with all due expedition, when the monetary pres- 
sure which at first paralyzed their efforts was relieved. Indeed, the dis- 
trict was too important for the company to be satisfied with loitering 
over the work more than was absolutely necessary, and they had not 
the slightest doubt that they should be able, that they should be per- 
fectly prepared, to supply both Bilston and Willenhal without any exten- 
sion of time—viz., by the commencement of August, 1858. They were, 
however, seeking to extend their works, which seemed to be a matter of 
complaint with the Wolverhampton Water Company, and they argued that, 
by so doing, the promoters were impeding themselves in the construction of 
the original works they undertook. The answer to that was, that, admit- 
ting such to be the case, it was all in favour of letting the petitioners in to 
supply the district. But it was not the fact, though they were seeking for 
powers to enable them to give a larger and better supply to the district, 
and to add a new district to their limits. And this brought him to the 
works now before the committee, with regard to which no large addition to 
the capital was required. By the original plan, the line by which the water 
had to be conveyed proceeded in a north-eastern direction to the Trent 
Valley Railway, which caused an inconvenient angle in the line. One of 
the objects now sought was power to give up that awkward angle, and to 
convey the line by a direct course to the South Staffordshire Railway. 
They proposed also to take advantage of certain streams which were not 
included in their former Act, called Bilston Brooks, and which, by means of 
a natural flow of water, could be conveyed, through a subterranean aque- 
duct, to Lichfield, and thence, by other aqueducts, to various points of their 
works. There were also to be two lateral extensions at Wednesbury. In 
this district there were some considerable summits to be overcome, which 
would have to be done by means of stand-pipes. That being accomplished, 
their next object would be to provide reservoirs at sufficient altitudes to 
enable them to supply water by gravitation to the populations around. 
The cost of these works was estimated at £15,357, and the addition 
to the capital would consist merely of a borrowing power to the extent 
of £10,000. The total capital under the original Act was £160,000 of 
stock, and, as would be seen by the recital of the present bill, they had 
a loan power to the extent of £30,000, making altogether £190,000. The 
revised estimates for the works under construction was £153,500, leaving, 
exclusive of any additional borrowing powers, a balance of £36,500 applic- 
able to these new objects. They had accordingly filed a declaration that 
their original capital was sufficient for the purpose, but they took borrowing 
powers so as to be prepared for any contingency, because their distributing 
works through the various towns had yet to be done. With reference to 
the other petition which was being prosecuted, that related, not to any old 
matter, but it referred to the intention of the promoters to include a new 
district in their limits. That district was the hamlet of Smethwick, a little 
to the westward of Birmingham, containing a population of 8379 souls. In 
1821, that population was only 1950 ; in 1831, it was 2670; in 1841, it was 
5020; and, in 1851, it reached 8379; while there was every promise of a 
similar increase in the future as there had been in the past. It was, in fact, 
one of those rising places in this mineral district which surpassed any other 
locality in the kingdom for the rapidity of increase and development of their 
population. It had naturally been desired by the promoters as a matter of 
trade, and by the inhabitants as a convenience, that the company’s mains 
should be extended there; but the authorities took a different view and had 
presented a petition against it. The petition was that of the Local Board 
of Health, and they complained that, if the bill passed, their rights would be 
seriously affected, as, in such case, they would be required to give certain 
notices, in accordance with the provisions of the Public Health Act, before 
proceeding to supply water for the benefit of the population. That Act pro- 
vided that, wherever a parliamentary company existed within the limits of 
the district of a local board of health, the latter should not be at liberty to 
set about and erect water-works of their own until they had given notice 
to the parliamentary company of their wants, and had it referred to arbi- 
tration as to the terms upon which those wants should be supplied. ‘There- 
fore it was undoubtedly true, that, if the present bill passed, the Smethwick 
Local Board would be limited by the terms imposed under the General 
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Health of Towns Act. The matter before the committee now was rather 
a sic volo on the part of the commissioners; and the promoters were in this 
position, that they were obliged to answer that they thought them unrea- 
sonable, and that if the people of Smethwick desired the promoters not to go 
there, they must have themexcluded from their bill. The local board asked 
that the company should be prohibited from using the water of any stream 
in Smethwick without their consent. They also asked that if the bill passed, 
the inhabitants should have conferred upon them rights which in all other 
cases were privileges optional on the part of water companies. One of these 
was, that they should be at liberty to compound for their water rates on 
terms much lower than persons nearer to the source of supply could be 
served or had desired to obtain it; that if they desired to erect water-works 
of their own, they should be at liberty to do so without giving the notices 
required by the Public Health Act; and that they should be at further 
liberty to purchase the plant of the promoters within the hamlet if they so 
desired it. Practically, they said that the company should be allowed to 
go there on sufferance only, giving them terms far better than in any other 
locality, and subject to the possibility of their erecting works of their own, 
and the obligation to sell their plant whenever they chose to purchase it. 
The English of the whole of this was, that the local board desired to have a 
cheap supply of og water in Smethwick until they could decide what 
course they would take; and when the South Staffordshire Company's 
works had become a profitable concern, they wanted the power to deprive 
them of the benefit of their investment. These were terms upon which no 
company would undertake to supply a district; they were so exorbitant in 
their nature, and so unfair in their tendency, that, if they were insisted upon, 
the promoters would strike Smethwick out of their bill. 

r. ALEXANDER addressed the committee in support of the locus standi 
of the Wolverhampton New Water-Works Company. He said his learned 
friend, Mr. Hope Scott, had not read the whole of the allegations respecting 
iP: apna He had given a very accurate account of what took place 
until the year 1855, when the petitioners being then in Parliament, and a 
contest being carried on with the same company, the latter were successful 
in the House of Lords in introducing the clause which his learned friend 
had read. It would be seen that, in 1855, the Wolverhampton New Water- 
Works Company proposed to supply a district which theretofore had been 
very inadequately supplied, and to remedy the evil of a very populous 
town like Bilston having to draw their water from so impure a source as 
the bottom of a coal mine, which, however, ex necessitas, they were com- 
wey to resort to. At that time the South Staffordshire Company, which 

ad the power given them by Parliament to afford a better supply, had 
done nothing effectually in the matter; but they oppose the bill of the 
nga petitioners, and succeeded in introducing a clause prohibiting them 
rom supplying Bilston and Willenhall, except with their consent, providing 
that they (the South Staffordshire Company) exercised the powers given them 
by their Act, and completed works for the supply of those towns within the 
time limited thereby. The effect was that the Wolverhampton New Water 
Company were prevented from supplying those places up to August, 1858; 
but he would submit to the committee, upon the allegation contained in 
the petition, that the spirit of the enactment was, that if competition was 
prevented on their part till that time, it was also to be prevented by the 
other company after that time. The South Staffordshire Company had 
that locus penitentia afforded them to enable them to complete their works, 
but if they failed to do so, there was to bea reciprocity between the two com- 
pee, and if one was prevented before hand, the other should be afterwards. 
t was undoubtedly one of the objects sought for by the bill to extend the 
time authorized by the former Act “ for the period of three years, to be 
computed from the expiration of the period by such Act granted;” and 
the petitioners alleged that such an extension was a violation of the 
agreement entered into and set forth in that Act. He admitted that, 
as far as that grievance went, the clause which his learned friend 
had inserted, with the assent of the Bilston commissioners, was remedied, 
because it was thereby provided that such extension had no reference 
to the stipulation referred to. But then the petition of the Wolver- 
hampton Company went on to state that the promoters had hitherto taken 
no steps to supply with water the townships of Willenhall and _ Bilston, 
and that there was no probability of their being in a position to do so be- 
tween now and 1858, at which time their power to do so would expire. His 
learned friend said, in answer to that, that he was satisfied they should be 
ready, and here was a matter upon which they were at issue; it was this 
that raised the question upon which he desired to be heard. The petition 
went on to say, that the petitioners, on the other hand, were fully prepared 
to supply the said townships with water, and would commence operations 
at the present moment if permitted to do so. It asserted also, that when 
the transfer of the undertaking of the old company to the petitioners took 
my the commissioners, under the Bilston Improvement Act of 1856, would 
1ave entered into a contract with them for the supply of that district, but 
for the prohibition contained in the 6th clause of their Act. They stated 
further, that such an arrangement was peculiarly desirable upon public 
grounds, and that the inhabitants were desirous it should be done as soon as 
possible; that if the present bill passed, that object would be indefinitely 
postponed; whereas, they submitted, that advantage should be taken of the 
bill to remove the restriction contained in the Act of 1855, and that the peti- 
tioners should be authorized exclusively, by Parliament, to give that sup- 
ply, which would otherwise be delayed, at least, until 1858. This was the 
grievance under which the petitioners laboured; they were met with by no 
reciprocity. They were prohibited from competing with the South Stafiord- 
shire Company till 1858, but the latter were not similarly prohibited after- 
wards, so that if the petitioners could enter into a contract for a supply of 
water at Bilston, the promoters could prohibit their carrying it out until 
1858, at which period they would themselves become competing parties, and 
seek to drive them out of the field. The committee would do him the 
favour to remember, that all that he was now arguing was his right to be 
heard; if they permitted him to proceed, he might make out an effective 
case for their interposition, or he might fail. He simply asked them now 
to decide whether he had a locus standi before them, and, if so, upon the re- 
maining portions of the allegations in the petition which the promoters had 
not met be claimed to be heard. 

Mr. Horr Scorr argued at some length, that, with the clause proposed 
to be inserted in the bill, which his learned friend admitted healed the 
grievance complained of, the petitioners had no right to be heard. 

The room was then cleared. On the parties being readmitted, 

The CHAiRMAN said: The committee have decided that the Wolverhamp- 
ton New Water Company have no locus standi. 

The following evidence was then called in support of the bill:— 

Mr. R. C. Chawner, examined by Mr. Yorke. 

I am the chairman of the South Staffordshire Water Company, which was 
incorporated by Act of Parliament in 1853. The plans before the committee 
accurately represent the works originally contemplated and the additions 








now proposed. [The witness explained very minutely to the committee, by 
reference to the maps and plans, the several matters referred to generally 
in the opening speech of Mr. Hope Scott.] 

The CHarrman said, as the only remaining opposition to the bill was 
from the Smethwick Local Board, the evidence had better be confined to 
that locality. 

Examination resumed: We contemplate the erection of works at Hill- 
Top, Wednesbury, where there will be a large service reservoir, which will 
enable us to give a better supply. We include in our present bill, power to 
supply the hamlet of Wednesbury, which has a large population, and is 
rapidly increasing. There can be no question about the want of water 
there, as there is no means for affording an adequate supply. I believe the 
opposition of the local board is more a question of price than of anything 
else. Iam not aware that there is any opposition to the principle of our 
bill. It was proved here before the committee, in thefirst instance, that the 
water which we intend to supply is remarkably pure. It is from the sand- 
stone, and has been paths analyzed and compared with water supplied 
in other districts. The fear was at one time as to whether there would be 
a sufficient quantity, but that has been removed as the works have pro- 
ceeded. 

By the Cuarrman: There will be a sufficient supply not only for the 
district originally contemplated, but also for the places included in our pre- 
sent application. We are quite satisfied on this point, and are willing to 
enter into contracts making us amenable to any amount. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Buyrue: There has been no application to us from 
the local authorities at Smethwick to include that hamlet in our district, 
but there have been personal applications from the inhabitants. I cannot 
say from how many. They have been made to the engineer chiefly, and not 
to me. I stated that there was no adequate supply for Smethwick, not from 
personal inquiry, but from the general complaint through the district that 
they had no water. I have never taken the trouble to inquire how many 
am there are in Smethwick. I do not know the district supplied by the 

irmingham Water Company, but I have always understood that they have 
more to do than they can get through. Personally, I do not know that 
their district touches Smethwick. I believe that the supply we shall give 
will be from the reservoir at Hill-Top, Wednesbury. The water is accumu- 
lated, first of all, at Lichfield; it is pumped up there, and carried along the 
line of the South Staffordshire Railway into the various reservoirs. We take 
no other supply nearer to Smethwick. The additional supply we shall be 
empowered to take is still further off, but it will come into the same reser- 
voirs. It will be brought in covered aqueducts from the new source about 
four miles. I do not know the distance from Lichfield to Hill-Top, but 
should think it is a little over 20 miles. I am not acquainted with the 
sources of the Birmingham Company's supply. I do not know whether the 
rates of the South Staffordshire Company are considered high, having had 
no opportunity of learning what is the feeling in the district. There has 
been no representation made to our board that we charged too much; the 
cry has been, ‘“‘ Give us the water as soon as you can.” I know nothing of 
the rates of other companies. I am not aware that there are three brooks 
running through the hamlet of Smethwick unoccupied by any company. 
Mr. Hansury: The fact of our works being carried to Smethwick 
would not oblige the inhabitants to take our water. We should be fairly 
open to competition. We do not come to Parliament for any exclusive 
right of supply, and do not wish to create a monopoly. 

By Mr. Biyrue: This bill, if passed, would certainly give the company a 
prior right to supply over the local board unless they had our consent. 

Re-examined by Mr. Yorke: The Birmingham Company have no parlia- 
mentary powers. I understand that our rates are now as settled by both 
the House of Lords and the House of Commons. 

Charles Forster, ¥.sq., M.P., examined by Mr. YorkE. 

Iam a member of this House. I can only speak generally, that there is 
a strong feeling in the district as to the necessity of passing this bill. I 
attended a public meeting at Walsall on the subject. The supply is very 
much needed. 

By Mr. Bryrue : I donot know what are the requirements of Smethwick. 

John Robinson M‘Lean, Esq., examined by Mr. Yorke. 

I am the engineer of the company. [Witness described the general fea- 
tures of the proposed plan of operations, by reference to the plans.] In 
reference to Smethwick, I believe the water supply is very bad. I have 
always understood so, and I have been in the district for the last 20 years. 
The canal takes all the water that possibly can be obtained in its various 
branches. In reference to the geological character of the district, I may}; 
say that it is just on the borders of the coal formation. The cost of the 
works already executed by our company and those contracted for is about | | 
£130,000. The cost of the works proposed to be altered is £25,897, and the 
works to be relinquished £10,560, making an addition on account of new 
works of £15,337. The original capital of the company, including their || 
borrowing powers, will be amply sufficient to complete these works, and || 
also leave a considerable margin for distribution. The cost at which the) 
company can afford to distribute water in the district depends altogether || 
upon what profit they are to derive. The Act of 1853 prohibits them from || 
dividing more than 10 per cent., and the maximum rates are fixed in that} | 
Act. If the whole of the water they can supply per day were distributed, | 
it would yield some 7 or 8 per cent. to the shareholders. They will, of 
course, remain for some time without deriving any interest upon the capital | | 
at all. The Birmingham Water Company take their supply of water trom 
the River Tame, which is not very pure. ! 

By the Cuarrman: The bill is not opposed by the Birmingham Water | | 
Company. | 

Cross-examined by Mr. Biytue: I have been connected with the canals! 
and other public works in the neighbourhood of Smethwick for the last 17 } 
or 18 years, and it is proverbial that the whole district is badly supplied || 
with water. I have no doubt that I have heard it remarked by persons in 
Smethwick, but I cannot mention names now. I am not aware of any! 
formal application having been made to the company; but I know it would 
be a great boon to the inhabitants, and to all the works there. It is very 
difficult to say who represents Smethwick. ‘The cost of additional works 
needed for the supply of that hamlet would be merely for services. The 
reservoirs and other main works required to be submitted to Parliament 
are all included in the estimate given. It would be merely the same as for 
distribution in Walsall. We intend to supply it from the Hill-Top reser- 
voir, with water accumulated at Lichfield. 

Mr. BiyrHe: Do you know of any other source from which the Birming- 
ham Water Company obtain their supply, except the River Tame? 

Witness: 1 understood they had power some years ago to get water from 
the hills near Coventry. 

Mr. YorKE objected to this course of examination. 

Mr. BiyTHE said his object was to show that a better and cheaper supply 
could be obtained from the Birmingham than from the South Staffordshire 
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Company; and he would prove to the committee, when he came to it, that 
the Local Board of Health had power to make arrangements with the 
former for that p se. 

The Cuarrman: Is there any petition from Smethwick? 

Mr. YorKE: Not from the inhabitants. 

Mr. Biytue: The Local Board of Health are the majority of the large 
ratepayers, and are gentlemen of feo standing in the place. 

Cross-examination continued: I should think the rates charged by the 
Birmingham Company are about the same as ours. I do not know their 
charge in the immediate neighbourhood of Smethwick; but in another 
place, where it ought to be cheaper, it is 1s. per 1000 gallons. 

By the CuarrMan: By laying down our mains at Smethwick, we shall 
not deprive the inhabitants of any of their accustomed sources of supply. 
It will be quite optional with them whether they take our water or not: we 
have no power to compel them to do so. 

Mr. BiyTueE said it now became his duty to explain the grounds upon 
which the Local Board of Health, acting for aud representing the inhabi- 
tants of that town, had thought proper to present the petition which sought 
to prevent the introduction of Smethwick into the limits of the South Staf- 
fordshire Company, except on certain terms. He would say, in the first 
| place, that the Local Board of Health did not desire that Smethwick should 
/not be supplied with water; on the contrary, their intention and wish was 
to obtain for the inhabitants the best and cheapest supply possible. The 
|local board were constituted in 1856, and though they hed not as yet 
erected water-works themselves, nor made contracts with any other com- 
pany, their intention was to do so; and their ground for opposing this bill was 
| that they believed it would not be so beneficial to the inhabitants as other 
| means which they proposed to adopt. The committee had already heard 
| something about the population of Smethwick, and its great increase within 
| the last twenty or thirty years. As he before remarked, the Local Board 
of Health there was constituted in 1856, under the provisions of the Public 
| Health Act, and it would be perhaps advisable to read one or two of the 
| clauses of that Act, in order to show the powers they possessed, and which 

they intended to avail themselves of. The 75th section enacted that local 
| boards might provide their districts with a supply of water, or contract with 
any water company todo so, provided always that before constructing any 
water-works within the limits of any parliamentary company they should 
| give notice to such company, stating the purpose for and the extent to 
| which water was required by them; and it should not be lawful for them to 
construct such works themselves, if the parliamentary company were will- 
ing to afford that supply, on terms to be settled by arbitration. At present, 
Smethwick was not within the limits of any parliamentary water company ; 
and, therefore, the local board had power to lay down such pipes as they 
pleased, or to contract with any neighbouring water company for the supply 
they required. But should this bill pass, the South Staffordshire Company 
would have a right to be applied to prior to their taking such a step at a 
future time. 

The Cuarrman: No; the Birmingham Company might apply to Parlia- 
ment for power to supply Smethwick. 

Mr. By THE said, at present the hamlet was not of a sufficient size to pay 
two companies to divide the oe them; and, therefore, for some 
time to come, the South Staffordshire Company must have the monopoly. 
He proposed to show the committee that the rates charged by this company 
were much higher than those of the Birmingham Company, immediately 
on the other side, who obtained their supply from a source much nearer and 
equally as pure and good; that they would be prepared to lay down pipes, if 
requested, without any parliamentary enactment whatever; and that, upon 
the whole, such an arrangement would be more beneficial to the inhabitants 
of Smethwick than by granting the prayer of this bill. 

Mr. Cueetuam: How long have the Birmingham Company been esta- 
blished? 

Mr. Biyrue: A long time. 

Mr. CueEETHAM: Have they never taken any step to supply Smethwick. 

Mr. Biyrue replied that they had not. At present that company 
were under a contract to sell their works to the corporation of Birming- 
ham within a given time, which expired this month; and, until the question 
was decided whether the corporation would take them, the company did not 
wish to take any further powers. But the engineer had told him that if the 
corporation did not complete the purchase, and the Smethwick people de- 
sired it, they would give them a supply. 

The CuairMan; Is the engineer here ? 

Mr. Biyrue said he was not in a position to show that the company in- 
tended to do it or that they would make application to Parliament to do so. 
The rates which the South Staffordshire Company (under the 34th section of 
their Act of 1853) were empowered to charge, and which would be applic- 
able to Smethwick, were these: If there was only one water-closet in a 
dwelling-house where the annual value did not exceed £10, at a rate per 
cent. of £7. 10s., that was equivalent to a 15s. water rate, or 1s. 6d.in £1 on 
the annual rental; when the annual value was between £10 and £20, at the 
rate of £6 per cent.; and above £20, at a rate not exceeding £5 per cent. 
Now the 76th section of the Public Health Act had fixed the price at which 
local boards should supply water for a house under £10 a-year rental ata 
rate not exceeding 2d. per week, which was 8s. 8d. per annum; therefore 
it would seem that the powers of the Public Health Act, which had been 
proved to be a very beneficial enactment, would be inoperative, because this 
company would be at liberty to demand 15s. instead of 8s. 8d. 

The CuarmMan: No, it would go to arbitration. 

Mr. Buyrne: But the local board would be loth to be put to such an 
expense, and would much rather that the committee would settle the terms 
at once. The limit has been already fixed by the Legislature as far as the 
board is concerned. 

The Cuairman; You do not show that if this bill passes you would be 
deprived of a supply of water. 

Mr. Hansury: Nor would it prevent another company from starting to 
supply you. . 

Mr. Buyrue: It would compel the local board first of all to go to this 
company; they could not avail themselves of any other source. 

The Cuainman: Supposing another company comes and says we are 
willing to supply you, would you have to go to arbitration? 

Mr. Biyrne: We have offered to let the South Staffordshire Company 
|| Supply us if they would do so at the rates fixed in the Public Health Act, 
though they are not in so good a position to do so as the other company, 
for we are at the extreme limit of their district; and in their letter to us 
tliey complain that they cannot supply cheaper because of the distance 
they have to bring the water. The Birmingham company, whose works 
come up to Smethwick on the other side of the parish, are, by their Act of 
Parliament (18 Vic., c. 24), allowed to charge on houses of £5 rent and 
under, 6s.; above £5, and under £7. 10s., 8s; and under £10, 10s. 4d. per 
annum; whereas this company ask you to grant them a maximum limit of 














15s. But the Birmingham company, in fact, do not charge up to their 
maximum; they only ask on houses under £5., 4s. 4d.; under £7. 10s., 6s. 6d.; 
and under £10., 8s. 8d. 

The Cuarrman: If they can afford to supply water cheaper they will 
come to Smethwick. 

Mr. Biyrne: They cannot come without our concurrence, and we could 
not give it till we have disposed of the South Staffordshire Company. 

The CuHarrmMan: They can come to Parliament, and if they show a good 
case, Parliament will grant them an Act. 

Mr. BiyTHE: But in a small parish, and with the opposition we should 
have from this company, the expense would be enormous. 

The CuatrnmMAN: Why do you not show us an agreement that the Bir- 
mingham Company will come and supply you? 

Mr. Biytue: I shall show you that they are willing to do so, The posi- 
tion we are in is this—that we have powers to do a certain thing, but this 
company will override us, and insist upon having the preference. 

Mr. Hanzwury: If you can supply yourselves cheaper, you may; there is 
nothing to prevent it. 

Mr. Biytne: But we should first of all be driven to an arbitration. 

The Cuarrman: And the arbitrator would get you a fair and reasonable 

rice. 

Mr. Biytne: Why should we be driven to that, when we offer to pay the 
company the price fixed by the Legislature, as a fair and reasonable one. 
We have written to them to ask that they would consent to do so, and, in 
reply, their solicitors tell us that the promoters of this bill think they are 
conterring a great benefit upon Smethwick—which they allege is insuffi- 
ciently supplied—and that they reject the clauses which we propose; and 
they further tell us that if we do not accept their terms they will strike 
Smethwick out of the bill. We wish they would do so, for we can do better 
for ourselves; and, as they are already a large company, it cannot make 
much difference to them. If I can show you that we have the means of 
supplying ourselves at a better and cheaper rate than they offer, I shall 
submit that the preamble of their bill is not proved, and that the clauses re- 
lating to Smethwick ought to be struck out. 


Mr. George Downing, examined by Mr. Biytue. 

I am the chairman of the Smethwick Local Board of Health. The present 
population of that locality is about 11,000, The cause of the increase in the 
pain is the great extension of its manufactories. The number of 

ouses under £10 a year I cannot exactly tell, but I should think about 
1700 ; and there are about 550 above that rent The Local Board of Health 
for that place was constituted about 12 months ago, but there has been no 
opportunity as yet for them to take any steps for the supply of water to the 
locality. There is no doubt that they can do so. There is no water com- 
pany in existence at the present time, and we have the sole power to afford | 
the supply. There are three streams in the parish, one of which formerly 
was appropriated by the Birmingham Canal Company, and formed the chief 
source of their supply, but it has been abandoned, and the reservoir still 
remains with a dam constructed. That would be amply sufficient for the 
present population, and the water is of good quality. We have not the 
most remote idea of establishing works if we can do without it; but, as the 
Act of Parliament limits us to 2d. per week, and we are anxious to compel 
the tenants of small houses to take a supply, we must do something to give 
it them cheaper than the promotors of this bill offer. There are between 
600 and 700 wells in the parish ; from some of them the water has been 
absorbed by the railway diggings. I have not the slightest doubt that a 
supply can be given to small tenants at 2d. per week ; the London com- 
nies do it, and what is profitable to one company should be to another. 
The Birmingham Company’s mains join us on the one side, and the South 
Staffordshire Company’s on the other. The rates of the former are as 
stated by you. The local board do not desire that the latter should come 
into the parish unless they conform to those rates ; and I never heard, nor 
do I believe, that any of the inhabitants wishit. Taking the election of the 
board, which was by a large majority, I think I may fairly assume that we 
represent the feelings of the inhabitants. 

Mr. Hanspury : Was this made a question at the elections ? 

Witness: Not at all. 

By Mr. Biytue: | know that the Birmingham Company have taken some 
water at a higher level, and they may now have the power to supply us. I 
am aware of the contract between them and the corporation. I do not 
think it likely the purchase will take place. I have not had any communi- 
cation with that company as to the supply to Smethwick, but I believe our 
surveyor has. Having power to obtain a supply ourselves, I think it would 
— if we were driven into an arbitration with the promoters of this 

ill. 

By the Commirree: If this company do not obtain their bill, we shall 
probably make water-works for ourselves. We have only been established 
12 months, and during that time we have put down pumps for supplying 
water to the highways. 

The Cuarrman: If the matter goes to arbitration, the terms of supply 
will not be fixed higher than those the Act of Parliament allows. 





Mr. George B. Nichols, examined by Mr. Biyrne, 

I am the surveyor to the Smethwick Local Board of Health. The num- 
ber of houses in the district is 2279. Of these, 1232 are under £7. 10s. 
rental, 547 under £10, and about 500 above £10. There are between 700 
and 800 wells in the parish, being about one for every 14 of the population. 
In addition to these, we have three public streams, all flowing through the 
parish, and unappropriated. Those streams alone are amply sufficient for 
the supply of the present number of inhabitants, and for some years to 
come. Iam not aware of sf application having been made to a water 
company to come to Smethwick. I have gauged the quantity of water to 
be obtained from the principal of the streams, and I find it would yield 
23,423 gallons per day. Taking the population at the last census returns, 
it would allow 15 gallons a day for each inhabitant, which is twice the 
quantity required. I am convinced, therefore, that we have an ample sup- 
ply, if we choose to work it. The gay of the Birmingham Company 
informed me that, no doubt, they would be prepared to give us a supply; 
but, as no application had been made, he could not give me a definite 
answer. 

Cross-examined by Mr. Yorke: The streams referred to are available at 
once, but we should have to lay down pipes to convey the supply to the 
houses. The levels are not quite sufficient, and there would be an outlay 
necessary to make them serviceable. There are certain mill-owners who use 
them to a small extent. If we had to make compensation to them, there 
would be no great difficulty in arranging the matter. The streams are not 
used inany manufacture. Oneof the millsis a small paper mill; that is above 
Smethwick: there are none below. That mill does not make the stream 
impure. I cannot say that the stream, as it flows, is quite so pure as we 
should like it. 
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By the CuarrMan: My opinion is, that whatever outlay were necessary, 
we could still supply water at the price fixed by the Legislature. 

Mr. Hansury: Then you would be able to do it in spite of this company, 
and could do it at less than they could? 

Witness: I apprehend we could. That is my calculation, including work- 
ing charges. 

By the CuarrmAn: The distance from the boundary of Birmingham to 
the centre of our town is a mile and ‘a half. The Birmingham Company 
have an abundant supply of water, and it is notoriously of a good quality. 
Their tariff is much lower than this company. They get it from several 
points. They have or are about to abandon the Tame. 

By Mr. Yorke: I cannot say that the whole of the South Staffordshire dis- 
trict drains into that river; indeed, there are but few drains laid down. The 
Birmingham Company are making some very extensive works near Co- 
ventry, under an Act obtained by them two years ago. The distance from 
Coventry is about 16 miles. 

This being the whole of the evidence, the committee consulted together 
for a few minutes, and 

The CHArrMAN then said: The committee have decided that the preamble 
of the bill is proved, which includes those clauses on page 2 giving the com- 
pany power to supply Smethwick. 

The clauses were then read over and agreed to, and the chairman was 
ordered to report the bill to the House. 








Legal intelligence. 


COURT OF CRIMINAL APPEALS. 
SaturpAy, May 30, 1857. 
(Before Lord CampBett, Mr. Justice Wrutams, Mr. Justice Erte, Mr. 
Justice CRowDER, and Mr. Baron BRAMWELL.) 
THE QUEEN ¥V. ISAAC SOLLY LISTER AND BIGGS. 
JUDGMENT. 

Lord CAMPBELL: We are unanimously of opinion that the conviction in 
this case ought to be affirmed, with the exception of my Lord Chief Baron, 
who assents to the doctrine of law propounded in the judgment, but does 
not concur in the result that the conviction ought to be affirmed. I will 
read his own words at the conclusion of this judgment. We are of opinion 
that this conviction ought to be affirmed. The defendants’ counsel began b 
objecting to the first count of the indictment on which the conviction too 
place, but we do not entertain any doubt of its sufficiency. It alleges that 
“The defendants unlawfully, knowingly, and wilfully did deposit in a ware- 
house belonging to them, near to divers streets and highways, and to divers 
dwelling-houses of Her = ay it subjects, divers large and excessive quan- 
tities of a dangerous, ignitible, and explosive fluid, called wood naphtha, and 
did keep in the said warehouse, and near to the said streets, highways, and 
dwelling-houses, the said fluid, in such large, explosive, and dangerous quan- 
tities, whereby the Queen’s subjects, passing along the said streets and high- 
ways, and residing in the said dwelling-houses, were in great danger of their 
lives and property, and were kept in great alarm and peril.” The indict- 
ment, certainly, does not state that any nauseous effluvia issued from the 
naphtha, or that the air was corrupted by it, or that any bodily harm was 
done by it to any of the Queen's subjects, but we conceive that to deposit 
and keep such a substance in such quantities in a warehouse so situate, to 
the danger of the lives and property of the Queen’s subjects, is an indict- 
able offence. The law of the country would surely be very defective if life 
and property could so be exposed to a by the act of another with im- 
punity. There is no ground for saying that, according to the doctrine con- 
tended for by the prosecutors’ counsel, neither brandy, nor wine, nor oil, nor 
any ignitible substance, could be kept in a cellar of a town house without 
the owner of the house being liable to fine and imprisonment. The sub- 
stance must be of such a nature, and kept in such large quantities, and under 
such local circumstances, as to create real danger to life and property. The 
well-founded apprehension of danger which would alarm men of steady 
nerves and‘reasonable courage, passing through the streets in which the house 
stands, or residing in adjoining houses, is enough to show that something 
has been done which the lw ought to prevent by pronouncing it to be illegal. 
Accordingly, to manufacture, or to keep in large quantities, in towns or 
closely inhabited places, gunpowder, which, for this purpose, cannot be dis- 
tinguished from naphtha, is, by the common law of England, a nuisance and 
an indictable offence. This doctrine is to be found in almost all our trea- 
tises on Crown law. It was acted upon in Rex v. Taylor, 2nd Strange; 
Wilkins’ case, in 1st Russell; and Crowder v. Tinckley, 19th Vesey. We 
have next to consider whether the facts found by the jury in this case were 
sufficient to support the indictment. The jury find that naphtha is very in- 
flammable, more so than spirits, or even gunpowder itself—passing into va- 
pour at a heat of 140° Fahrenheit; and, if inflamed, water would not put out 
fire arising from it, unless that water were applied in enormous proportions 
relative to the quantity of naphtha; and it is without dispute, that a fire aris- 
ing and communicating with a quantity kept upon these premises could not 
be quenched, and would produce very serious a to the neigh- 
bourhood. ‘These are the very words of the finding of the jury. The jury, 
to be sure, likewise found that it was the practice in the warehouse never to 
allow any candles, or fire, or gaslight to enter therein, and, so long as that 
continued, the naphtha could not produce danger. These facts taken to- 
gether would, we think, fully justify a verdict of guilty. Upon this state- 
ment, although no damage was actually done by the naphtha, we cannot say 
that it might not have been dangerous to life and property. The supposed 
safety — upon the care of not allowing any candles, or fire, or gaslight 
to enter the warehouse; and it was only so long as this case continued that the 
naphtha would not be dangerous. With great and unremitting care, gun- 
powder might be kept, and, perhaps, manufactured in very large quantities, 
without doing any damage, but the law takes notice that occasional careless- 
ness may be reckoned upon, and forbids that to be done, which, upon the oc~ 
currence of carelessness, will, in all probability, prove destructive to life and 
property; therefore, the simple keeping of large quantities of gunpowder in 
the midst of a dense population was considered to be a misdemeanor at com- 
mon law. The statute 12 Geo. III, cap. 61, does not create this offence, and 
only punishes with heavy penalties and forfeitures the breach of certain re- 
gulations, which it enacts for the safe keeping of gunpowder. We are called 
upon, however, by the questions which the case submits to us,to say whether, 
where such a manufacture is carried on so carefully, as, in the opinion of 
scientific men, to produce no danger, its liability to danger, ab extra, may be 
a public nuisance; and we have no doubt that its liability to danger, ab 
| extra, may make it a public nuisance. If the liability were in the midst of 
such terrific fires as blaze day and night in some coal and iron districts in 
this country, there might well be a danger of towns being laid in ashes by 
the explosion of a large accumulation of naphtha as weli as gunpowder, 
| however carefully it might be kept by the owner in his warehouse. Naphtha 








stored in this warehouse in Thames Street, in the heart of the city of Lon- 
don, might be exposed to ignition from various external accidents, and a fire | | 
might thus arise, which, according to what the jury found, could not be |. 
quenched, and would produce very disastrous consequences to the neighbour. | 
hood. Upon the trial of such indictments, we consider that it is a question | 
of fact for the jury whether the keeping and depositing, or the manufactur- | 
ing, of such substances really does create danger to life and property as al- 
leged; and this must be a question of degree, depending upon the eircumstan- 
ces of each particular case. No general rule of law can be laid down beyond 
this, that the substantial allegations in the indictment must be substantially | 
proved. In the present case, we think that sufficient, although not neces- 
sarily conclusive, evidence was adduced; and that, although the judge would | 
not have been justified in directing a verdict of guilty to be entered without | 
taking the opinion of the jury upon it, he was fully justified in telling the | | 
jury, which he appears to have done, that if depositing and keeping the | 
naphtha in the manner described, coupled with its liability to ignition, ab || 
extra, created danger to life and property in the degree alleged, they might |! 
find a verdict of guilty. Whether the liability to ignition, ab extra, could | 
properly be taken into consideration by the jury, he reserved for our opinion, | 
and we answer, Yes. The conviction must, therefore, be affirmed. Now, | 
this being submitted to my Lord Chief Baron, he writes these words which 
I have now to read:—“ Dissentee the Chief Baron, not because he differs | 
from the ruling of the rest of the court in point of law, but because it ap- || 
pears to him that the defendants were indicted fairly for depositing the article 
in the warehouse, and were convicted upon the evidence of a dangerous use || 
of it in mixing it with another article to make a combustible material, and | 
he thinks there ought to be no judgment against the defendants on this trial, | 
but that another indictment ought to be preferred.” Now, with sincere | 
deference to the Lord Chief Baron, I must observe, for my part, that we || 
have taken into consideration no evidence except evidence to support the 
charge in the indictment, because, although there is evidence stated in the | 
case of the manner in which the business was carried on, that is not the | 
foundation of our judgment. The evidence supported the indictment, and | 
we relied only on the evidence of the danger that arose from the manner in | 
which it was deposited and kept in the defendants’ warehouse. 





COURT OF COMMON PLEAS. | 
WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3. 1} 
(Sittings in Banco, Trinity Term, before Chief Justice Cocknurn, and | 
Justices CRESSWELL, WILLIAMS, and WILLEs.) | 

BELLHOUSE AND ANOTHER 0. THE CORPORATION OF MANCHESTER. || 

This was an action tried last Liverpool assizes, before Mr. Justice Cromp- | | 
ton, when a verdict was found for the plaintiff, damages £4500. 

Sir Firzroy Ketty having obtained a rule nisi for a new trial, on the | 
grounds that the verdict was against the weight of evidence, and that the 
damages were excessive. 

Mr. ATHERTON, Q.C., Mr. Manisry, and Mr. WHEELER ap’ 
cause against the rule; and Sir Frrzroy Ketty, Q.C., Mr. 
Monk, and Mr. Metuisu in support of it. 

Mr. ATHERTON, in showing cause against the rule, was stopped, and the | 
court called on the learned counsel for the defendants to support the rule. 

The action, it appeared, was brought to recover damages against the 
corporation of Manchester for having erected a bridge and tunnel upon the | 
River Medlock, whereby the water was obstructed in its flowing and thrown | 
back, causing it to rise higher than it otherwise would have done. On the! 
9th of August, last year, there was a great flood in the river, and these ob- | | 
structions on it, made by the defendants, caused the river to overflow the | | 
plaintiffs’ premises, a mill and factory built on its banks, whereby alarge quan- | | 
tity of machinery and goods was damaged and destroyed, their mill was stopped, | | 
and they lost much profit. The plaintiffs’ evidence was, that the obstruc- | | 
tions caused the river to rise 264 inches, which was 22 inches above the em- | | 
bankment wall of their premises; and, according to the plaintiffs’ evidence, | | 
if the tunnel had never been made, the water would have been 44 inches || 
below this embankment wall top, and the damage could not have occurred. | 
According to the defendants’ witnesses, the corporation works only raised || 
the water 15 inches; consequently, as the water went 22 inches over the | | 
plaintiffs’ wall, if these works had never been made, the water would still | | 
have gone 7 inches over the plaintiffs’ wall, and would have inflicted nearly | | 
as much damage as the plaintiffs complained of. It was also stated that |, 
for several hours before the water had surmounted the wall, it had got into | | 
the mills through the soughs, and damaged the carding engines. 

The Cuter Justice, in giving judgment, said he was of opinion that the | 
rule must be discharged. The question was one entirely of fact, and there- 
fore a proper one for the determination of a jury. It was true that it in- 
volved a somewhat complicated question, depending very much on scientific 
views ; and, therefore, it might have been as well or better disposed of be- 
fore a different tribunal. This had been suggested at the trial ; but the 
learned counsel on both sides had declined that mode of settling the matter, 
and had desired that it should be left toa jury. After a very careful con- 
sideration of the arguments presented to the court in detail, he was not at 
all sure, if the court were called upon to decide this question as a jury, that || 
they should not come to the same conclusion as the jury had done. The!! 
whole argument rested on the assumption that the plaintiffs’ witnesses, in rl 
ascribing the rise of the water to amount to 26 inches in consequence of | 
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the defendants’ works, had not given credit for 15 inches of rise said to be 
due to the Ardwick Bridge over the river; but the sensible effects of the 
obstruction of the bridge were only felt at the tunnel, and consequently, 
but for the tunnel, no mischief would have arisen from the rise of 15 inches. 
But, be this as it might, this was a question for the jury to decide. It was 
true that the jury had not had the advantage of the addresses of the learned 
counsel, which had been waived at their request; but, on the other hand, | 
the jury had all the evidence before them. If, as the court was now told, | 
upon the figures as admitted or proved beyond dispute (as to the number of | 
inches the water had risen), certain conclusions could have been arrived at, 
or only could be arrived at, it-was for the learned counsel for the defend- 
ants to have insisted on his right to address the jury; and he could not but | 
believe that a special jury of the county of Lancaster would have given 
every attention to such an address, and, if necessary, have changed their 
views upon it. The learned judge who tried the cause was not dissatisfied | 
with the conclusion at which the jury had arrived, and he therefore thought | 
that the court ought not to put the plaintiffs to the expense of going down 
to have this action tried again. 
The other learned judges concurred. 
Rule discharged. 


THE NUISANCE AT THAMES POLICE COURT. 
THE GREAT CENTRAL GAS-WORKS, 
Mr. Croll, the engineer of the Great Central Gas Company, appeared be- 
fore Mr, SELFE, one of the magistrates of this court, on Wednesday, the 10th 

















t 




















June 23, 1857.] 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 319 





inst., to answer a summons taken out by Mr. Edward Fulcher, inspector of 
nuisances, and sanitary inspector for the Poplar District Board of Works, and 
which summons charged the defendant with allowing a nuisance to exist 
upon the premises under his charge, which was described as follows :— 

1, Several open pits for the reception of refuse from gas purifiers, very 
offensive. 

2. Open tar tanks, very offensive. 

_3, A method of slacking glowing coke by foul water, giving off filthy efflu- 
via ; the premises altogether a nuisance, and injurious to health. 

The case was originally brought before Mr. Yardley on the 24th of April, 
when evidence of the existence of the nuisance was given by Dr. Ansell, the 
district medical officer, as well as by Mr. Fulcher and others, who described 
the gas-works as being in a very offensive condition, constantly sending forth 
noxious effluvia, and poisoning the atmosphere of the surrounding locality. 
On that occasion, the defendant admitted that a nuisance did exist, and 
stated that he reported upon it to the directors of the company so far back as 
February, 1854, and recommended that the process of purifying the gas with 
wet lime should be altered, and purification by means of oxide of iron be 
substituted. He further stated that all the tanks and pits could be covered 
over, and he would recommend it to be done without delay ; but the appara- 
tus for purifying gas by oxide of iron would take several months to construct, 
and be attended with an expense of some thousands of pounds. He had 
recommended it to be done a long while ago, but the directors had not come 
to any determination on the matter. His own engagements with them would 
terminate in September. With respect tothe use of foul water in cooling the 
hot coke from the retorts, that could not have happened, because, if the 
refuse water had been used for such a purpose, the nuisance would be fearful. 
After a careful consideration of the case, the worthy magistrate suggested 
that, instead of making an order at that time, the summons should be ad- 
journed for six weeks, on the defendant undertaking to cover over the tanks 
and the blue billy pits, and prevent the escape of any offensive effluvia; also, 
that none but pure water should be used in cooling the glowing coke from the 
retorts; and, lastly, that the change in the system of purification of the gas 
from wet lime to oxide of iron be made within seven months. The question 
of costs was reserved. 

_ Mr. Exxis again attended for the district board, and several influential 
inhabitants of the neighbourhood were also present to support the charge. 

Mr. SEL¥FE expressed his regret that Mr. Yardley was not on the bench, as 
the case having been primarily gone into by him, it would have been more 
satisfactory had he had the final disposing of it. In another week that 
gentleman would resume his duties at the court, and probably no harm would 
arise from the matter standing over for that period. 

Dr. ANSELL was anxious to have the matter disposed of at once, as he had 
& pressing engagement which obliged him to be absent at that time. 

Mr. OLIveR also pressed for an adjudication, as the nuisance was so great 
that it seriously depreciated the value of his property. 

Mr. Exuis said he thought, if the worthy magistrate would refer to the 
notes of the former proceedings, and hear the further statements to be now 
adduced, he would have no difficulty in making an order in the matter. 

Mr. Serre: Do you know whether Mr. Yardley made a personal inspection 
of the premises ? 

Mr. Exuis: I believe not; but I apprehend there will be no difficulty in 
roving the existence of the nuisance. The complaint was laid before Mr. 
Yardley in a threefold character, and the defendant himself admitted at the 

last examination that, if the coke were cooled with water impregnated with 
sulphuretted hydrogen, the nuisance must be a fearful one. The summons 
was then adjourned, on Mr. Croll undertaking that fresh water should in 
future be used; but I shall be able to prove that this has not been done. Our 
medical officer will produce a bottle of the water obtained from the works 
this day, and which emits a foul and offensive smell. 

Mr. Croll: Allow me to suggest that the notes of the proceedings on the 
former occasion should be read by the clerk, together with the magistrate’s 
suggestion in reference to the case. All I can say is, that the company are 
anxious to do all in their power to remedy the nuisance. 

The Chief Clerk produced the minute, which stated that the case was or- 
dered to stand over for six weeks, to give the defendant an opportunity of 
complying with the requirements of the medical officer. 

Mr. Croll: Did not Mr. Yardley state what he should expect the com- 
pany to do? 

The Curzr Crerx: No; he referred you to the medical officer. 

Mr, Croll said a misunderstanding appeared to exist between himself and 
the inspector of nuisances as to the terms on which the summons was ad- 
journed, and he had addressed a letter to Mr. Yardley asking for an explana- 
tion. The letter was as follows :— 

10, Coleman Street, June 5, 1857. 

Sir,—I beg to draw your attention to the enclosed documents, by which you will 
see that there is a difference of opinion between the Pp o i (Mr. 
Fulcher) and myself in regard to your decision of the 24th of April last. 

‘ May I beg the favour of a reference to your notes to put Mr. Fulcher or myself 
right in this matter. Should I have misunderstood the purport of your decision, I 
shall immediately correct my report to the company, with a view that means be taken 
to comply with your wishes. ‘Trusting to be pardoned by you for the trouble I am 
giving, I am, &c., 

E. Yardley, Esq., Thames Police Court. (Signed) A. Anoevus Croit. 
That letter enclosed an extract from a communication he had received 

from Mr. Still, the manager of the works; also a report made by him (Mr. 
Croll) to the directors, subsequent to the last hearing :— 
Extract from Mr. Still’s Letter, dated June 5. 

“T met Fulcher, the inspector of nuisances, who told me that an inspection of 
the tanks, &c., will be made next Monday. He inquired if the refuse lime-pits had 
been covered, as six weeks only had been allowed for that to be effected. I told him 
I thought the six weeks were allowed for the covering of the ammoniacal liquor 
tanks, and a longer time for the pits, but he said * No.’” 

** 10, Coleman Street, London, April 29, 1857. 

“ Dear Sir,—In reply to your note of yesterday’s date, I beg to inform you that I 
was enabled to obtain a decision as follows :—Immediately to abstain from the use of 
water contaminated with sulphuretted hydrogen in the slacking of coke. Within 
six weeks from Friday last to cover over the ammoniacal liquor and tar tanks. And, 
provided the foregoing is deemed by the parties complaining a sufficient present 
abatement of the nuisance, within seven months from Friday last to cover over the 
blue billy pits, or alter the system of purification from wet lime to oxide of iron. 
But, if not deemed a sufficient abatement, then that the covering over of the blue 
billy pits shall be done within one month from the expiration of the six weeks afore- 
said. To determine this, the complaint is adjourned to Wednesday, the 10th of 
June. I will forward to the board between this and Friday an estimate of the ex- 
pense of covering in the liquor and tar tanks. As I mentioned to you on Wednes- 
day, I was anxious to defer the adoption of purification by oxide of iron or of a new 
mode of collecting the refuse lime-water as long as possible, so as to give my suc- 
cessor the opportunity of selecting the process which was most agreeable to him. 
It was with this view that I pressed for time in which to complete the changes 
referred to. I enclose account for water, certified as to amount, the use of which 
was explained to you when your board last met at the works. 

“ T am, dear sir, yours respectfully, 
“A, Anaus CROLL. 





“* Thomas Dakin, Esq., Chairman of the Great Central 
Gas Consumers’ Company.” 








Mr. Ex.is said that when a were before Mr. Yardley it was admitted 
that a threefold nuisance existed at the gas-works, viz., open tar and am- 
moniacal liquor tanks; open blue billy pits; and the method of slacking the 
glowing coke with the m 4 water from the lime purifiers, which during the 
operation gave forth a most intolerable stench. It was then agreed that the 
summons should stand over for six weeks, to enable the defendant to cover 
over the tanks, and also on his undertaking to use pure water to cool the 
coke; but with regard to the “ blue billy ”’ pits, as a | were very extensive, 
it was thought that a longer period would be required to do away with that 
nuisance. The parties were to attend the court that day for the purpose of 
stating whether the measures suggested had been carried out. 

Mr. SEt¥E inquired what had been done ? d 

Mr. Exuis: Sir, I contend that there has been no abatement of the nui- 
sance. The same description of foul water I shall prove to you is still being 
used, and I shall also prove that the ammoniacal liquor tan have not been 
properly covered over, while the blue billy pits remain in the same state. 

Mr. Setre: Were the pits to be done away with? hae gl 

Mr. Exxis: No. The fact is, there is great difficulty in getting rid of the 
water in the “ billy ” pits, and that has induced them to use this offensive 
water to cool the coke, which causes a most disgusting stench. The blue 
billy pits contain the refuse water from the wet-lime purifiers, and I am told 
they are of very great extent. 4 

Mr. Futcner: They occupy an area of 16,000 superficial feet. 

Mr. Exuis: We are here again to-day, sir, with scarcely anything done to 
remedy these admitted nuisances; and I have to ask a definite order of the 
court with respect to this matter. I shall now call upon our medical officer. 

Mr. SELFE (to Mr. Croll) : Do you admit an existing nuisance? r 

Mr. Croll: I say that there is the usual smell attending, and almost in- 
separable from, the manufacture of gas upon a large scale. ; 

Mr.Setre: My questionisa plain one: Do you admitan existing nuisance? 

Mr. Croll: The pits were covered over within three weeks from the last 
hearing, and I have given positive orders that only pure water shall be used 
for the cooling of the coke. I have no reason to believe but what these 
orders have been carried out. : 

Mr. Sere: What nuisance do you say exists? _ A 

Mr. Croll: I say that the present nuisance might be removed if my 
patent process for purifying gas was adopted ; but it would take several months 
to put that in operation. My contract with the Great Central Company 
expires in September next, and both myself and the directors are anxious 
not to fetter the new contractor with any specific process of manufacture. 

Mr. Serre: Then = admit the existence of the nuisance ? 

Mr. Croll: I should say—Yes. e 

Mr. Extis said he had a number of witnesses who could prove the existence 
of the nuisance. 

Mr. SELre said it had been admitted, and further proof was unnecessary 
on that point; there must be an order by consent. a 

Mr. Cro/l said the mere covering over of the pits was not a question of 
any very great expense, but the matter could not be so effectually remedied 
as by the introduction of the improved mode of purification. _ ? 

Mr. SELre said his order could not prescribe the mode in which the 
nuisance should be abated. Mr. Croll must adopt such measures as he saw 
fit; he (Mr. Selfe) would merely direct that it should be remedied. 

Dr. Ansell was then sworn, and stated that the process of cooling adopted 
at the Great Central Works was this: the glowing coke was drawn from the 
retorts into large iron barrows, on which water was then thrown. He had 
been to the works that day, and obtained a bottle of water which he now 
produced, taken from the tank containing the water used for the cooling 
process. [The bottle was handed up the magistrate, who, after smelling it 
for a moment, desired that it might be forthwith corked up, as the smell 
was very disgusting.] He (witness) was told by one of the workmen that 
the tools used by them were washed in that tank. — $ i 

Mr. Srixu, the manager of the works, interrupting, said, I think I can 
explain what is meant by that; it is clear enough—— 

Mr. Setre: What, the stuff in that bottle? (Laughter.) E 

Mr. Str: The fact is that the tank of clean water kept for cooling the 
coke is next to a tank of foul water, and some of the workmen have used the 
same pails for both tanks, although a separate set are provided. 

Dr. Ansell: To prove that there is no necessity to use the foul water 
which creates so fearful a nuisance, I produce a bottle of the water I this 
afternoon obtained from the works of the Commercial Gas Company, which 
is used for the same purpose, and is clear and pellucid. [Holding up the two 
bottles, Dr. Ansell proceeded]—* Look on this picture, and on that.” Here 
is fine, bright, clear water, and there is the most vile liquid I ever applied 
my nose to; and yet both are used to cool red-hot coke. 

Mr. SetFe: The nuisance having been admitted, there must be an order 
by consent on this point also. : 

After some discussion, the order was drawn up in the following terms :— 
“First, that the tar tanks and ammoniacal liquor reservoirs be covered in one 
week; second, that fresh clean water be used for cooling the coke; third, 
that the ‘ blue-billy’ pits be effectually covered over within a month.” 

Mr. Exxis applied that the order should be carried out under the superin- 
tendence of Mr. Fulcher, or some competent person to be agreed upon be- | 
tween the parties. 

Mr. Sere said the Act of Parliament gave him power to make an order, 
but did not, he believed, authorize him to delegate to any person the over- 
sight of carrying that order into effect. At the same time, it might be well 
if they could mutually agree to have the work done under the inspection of 
a competent person, as, for example, the inspector of the District Board of | 
Works: but that was a matter in which he could not interfere. 


Mr. Eis said, a month having been named as the time on the part of the 
board, he might say that, if they saw steps for the abatement of the nuisance 
were being taken in earnest, they would not complain, even although the work 
were not perfected within the time specified. For his own part, he thought 
that Mr. Fulcher was a very proper person to look after the matter on behalf 
of the district board. 

Mr. Croll: I have no objection, as far as Iam concerned. The secretary 
of the Great Central Company is present, and if he has no objection, I have! 
none. 

Mr. Massey: Nor have I. 

Dr. Anseli: There is also another matter to which I wish to call the 
attention of the court and of Mr. Croll. I allude to the filthy state of the 
works in general, which are in themselves a nuisance in their present state. 

Mr. Setre : I cannot interfere with that now. If the present order does 
not abate the nuisance, I think you will have the same process to go through 





again, 
Dr. Ansell: But if the filthy state of the works continues, it is of little 
bs making the alterations just ordered. The “blue billy” is all over the 
place. 
Mr. SELFE: It is of no use saying this to me now—it is not before me; 
and if you have any suggestions, make them to Mr. Croll out of court. 
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Mr. @roil : I shall make a report to the ompnny open the subject. 

Mr. Ex.is : Sir, I must now apply for costs. Mr. Yardley, at the former 
hearing, said that the gas company would have to pay all the costs when the 
matter was finally arranged. 

Mr, Sztre: What do you say Mr. Croll ? 

Mr. Croii/: I am in your hands sir. 

Mr. Setre: I think you certainly ought to pay the costs. 

Mr. Croll: The secretary of the gas roy ape | is here—— 

Mr. SeLre: Of course; so he ought to be; but it is with you we have to 
deal. You are the manufacturer creating the nuisance complained of. 
What are your costs, Mr. Ellis ? 

Mr, Extis: I can hardly say at this moment—must I say now? 

Mr. ~ oo : Yes, I must settle it now. We have no taxing master at 

court, 

After some consultation with his clients, Mr. Ellis said, we will say ten 
guineas, though it has cost us more than that. 

Mr. Setre: That is, I think, very moderate. Do not you think so 
Mr. Croll? 

Mr. Croii: Yes; it must have cost more than that. 

The parties then left the court. 








Miscellaneous News. 


WESTERN GAS COMPANY. 

A Special Court of Proprietors of this Company was held on Thursday last 
June 4, at the Offices of the Company—Mr. RussExt in the chair. 

The notice convening the meeting having been taken as read, 

The CiarnMAN said :—Gentlemen, we have convened this extraordinary 
meeting to bring our deed of settlement into harmony with the new law. 
When this company was first formed, you are aware that legislation was dif- 
ferent ; but, the law being altered in 1856, it is necessary that our deed 
should conform to it, in order that we should not appear in the anomalous 
— of having our deed of settlement pointing one way, and our Act of 

arliament another. On that account we have had alterations in our deed 
prepared and submitted to Mr. Buller, who is largely experienced in these 
matters, with instructions to him to prepare a deed, not only for the direc- 
tors, but for the company at large. A great deal of pains has been taken by Mr. 
Buller, and I think he has brought out a very clear and perspicuous deed, which 
does him a great deal of credit; because it is not like many other legal docu- 
ments, for a person of common understanding can comprehend it. (A laugh.) 
We gave notice that we were prepared to form the shareholders into a general 
committee to go through the deed; some of the shareholders attended, and 
carefully considered it, and we derived great benefit from the valuable sug- 
gestions that were then made. Of course a deed must be prepared to meet 
future contingencies ; and we think we have prepared a deed which will pre- 
vent all future difficulty. 

Mr. Srroup observed that, having thought that what was everybody’s 
business was very likely not to be done, he had attended, and read through 
the deed carefully. He suggested a few alterations, and afterwards he went 
with Mr. Meakins and Mr. Jackson to see the board, who happened to be 
meeting on that day. After some discussion, it was agreed to send it back 
to counsel, with instructions that he should draw it as much in the spirit in 
which it had been settled by the shareholders as possible; and he believed 
that those instructions had been carried out. 

Mr. WavGH inquired whether any alteration had been made in the new 
deed as to the number of shareholders necessary to constitute a meeting ? 

The CuarrMan replied that the number requisite to form a quorum had 
been reduced from 20 to 12. 

Mr. Jackson, at the request of the chairman, said he had only to tell the 
shareholders that, having heard the deed was in preparation, he had perused 





| Were not paid up; and the object of it was to pre 








| the local taxation of the city, and to adopt such measures as may be deemed | 


it with very great care, and had made a few observations upon certain of the , 


articles contained in it, the result of which he would explain. 
the borrowing powers gave power to the directors to borrow money as they 
found it expedient, subject to the approbation of the shareholders, 

Mr. Perkrss inquired whether the amount was specified. 

The CuarrMaN replied that the shareholders were to fix it from time to 
time. : 
Mr. Jackson’s opinion was, that it was a very excellent clause for the 
company. As to the powers of leasing, he had suggested an alteration to the 
effect that there should be no leasing without a special and extraordinary 
meeting. That alteration had been carried out in the deed, as well as one 
having for its object the prevention of any director borrowing the money of 
the company. (Hear, hear.) As the deed now stood, three proprietors would 
form a quorum at general meeting to choose a chairman of the meeting, 
and declare a dividend in accordance with the recommendation of the board. 
For other business twelve would form a quorum, With reference to the 
adjournment of a meeting, as it stood in the original deed, it must be till 
that day week. Now it had occurred to him (Mr. Jackson) that that might 

ossibly be some day upon which they could not attend, and therefore it had 

en altered to ‘‘ some day, not later than that day week.” Another clause 

a that when a general meeting was adjourned for more than seven 
ays, two days’ notice should be given to the proprietors of such adjourned 

meeting. Another article provided that any general meeting, of which 
notice should have been given, might supply any vacancy in the office of 
director or auditor, fix the remuneration of directors and auditors, and vary 
the number of directors. A general meeting might also remove any director 
or auditor for misconduct, negligence, incapacity, or any other cause deemed 
by the meeting sufficient; provided that if the removal be proposed by the 
board, they should give notice of their intention to propose such removal in 
their circular convening the meeting; if a shareholder proposed such re- 
moval, he should give written notice of his intention to the company at least 
14 days before the day of meeting. 

Mr. Waveu inquired what length of notice the directors must give of a 
general meeting? Supposing ten days’ notice were sufficient for a general 
meeting, how was a proprietor to give 14 days’ notice to remove a director? 


For instance, | a | 
| Messrs. Henry Todd, George M‘Birney, P. M‘Sweeney, John Bell, | 


What was to prevent the directors calling a general meeting ten days after | 


they had received a notice from a proprietor of his intention to propose the 
removal of a director ? 

Mr. Srrovp said that one reason why that clause was inserted was, that 
it was felt that a director might be turned out without sufficient notice. 

The CHAIRMAN observed that supposing the directors had succeeded in 


| any attempt of that kind by giving immediate notice of calling a general 


meeting, after such a notice had been received, what would be the conse- 
quence? They would excite so strong a feeling that the shareholders would 
easily get five of their number, holding 250 shares between them, to call a 
meeting for that purpose, which they had power by the deed to do. 

Mr. JACKSON suggested that the deed should be altered so that it stood in 


this way : That if the removal were proposed by the bourd, they should give | upon capital. A second resolution in these terms—* That the resolutions of 





| sumers’ Association forwarded the resolutions to the gas companies, and as 
| there were now present parties who had not been at the former meeting, he 


notice of their intention to propose the removal in the circular convening | 
the meeting. | 
Mr. Waven thought that if 14 days’ notice were sufficient to be given by | 
the board of a general meeting, 13 days’ notice ought to be sufficient for a 
shareholder, so as to allow for the receipt of the notice. 
The CHarrMAN suggested that the best mode of meeting the difficulty | 
would be to insert words in the clause by which the directors should not! 
have the power, after such a notice had been received from a shareholder, | | 
to call a general meeting before the expiration of 14 days. 1 
After some discussion, it was agreed that the clause should stand thus: | 
That thirteen days’ notice should be given by the directors of a general meet- | 
ing, and ten days’ notice by a shareholder that he intended at the ensuing | 
meeting to move the expulsion of a director or auditor. Ht 
A Prorareror inquired whether, supposing a shareholder gave notice of |, 
his intention to move the expulsion of a director or auditor, that notice 
would be circulated amongst the proprietors ? || 
The CHarrMan thought not, because it was the duty of a shareholder who || 
brought on such a motion to canvass for such support as he could get. It || 
would be invidious for the directors to take any part in the matter. | 
Mr. Jackson explained that the amount of increase of capital and borrow- | 
ing power, as well as any preferential guarantee, was entirely with the || 
shareholders. There was another clause, which gave power to the directors | | 
to refuse to transfer shares to an improper person. 1] 
Mr. Farmer thought this was u very dangerous power to place in the || 
hands of directors. \| 
The CrarrMan observed that the clause had reference only to shares which || 
t trausfers to men of || 





straw. 

Mr. Barser (the secretary) said that if the directors exercised their | | 

yes wrongfully or arbitrarily, every proprietor had his remedy under the | 
oint-Stock Companies’ Act. 1 

Mr. FARMER would not have been satisfied with that remedy; but, after 
the explanation of the chairman, that the clause had reference only to shares | | 
that were not fully paid up, he withdrew his objection. i} 

Mr. Waveu asked at what price the directors were to purchase the shares | | 
bmg they refused to transfer? as le understood the clause provided for that | 
also. 

The CuarrMan explained that the proprietors had the matter entirely in| 
their hands, as nothing could be done without their approval. | 

Mr. Jackson, having completed the information which he had to convey 
to the meeting, asked whether the directors had any immediate intention of | 
acting upon their borrowing powers? 1 

The CuarrMan stated that of course the directors were anxious to get rid || 
of the floating debt of the company, but they should watch the market, and | | 
avail themselves of the most favourable opportunity. | 

Mr. Perkins thought the simplest and most beneficial thing would be for | 
the shareholders to come forward and take all the unallotted shares. | 

Resolutions authorizing the proposed alterations in the deed of settlement 
passed unanimously, which brought the special court to a close. 

In pursuance of sections 33 and 34 of the Joint-Stock Companies’ Act, a 
general meeting of the company was then held, and the proceedings of the 
special court were confirmed. 

Mr, Jackson proposed a vote of thanks to the chairman and directors, 
which, having been seconded, passed unanimously, and the business of the | 
meeting closed. | 


| 


| 
| 





THE GAS QUESTION IN DUBLIN. 
Pursvanr to a requisition numerously and influentially signed, and pre- | 
sented to the Right Hon. the Lord Mayor of Dublin, a public meeting of the | | 
citizens, convened by his lordship, was held, on the 18th inst., in the Music | 
Hall, for the purpose of considering ‘the bearings of the gas question upon | 





expedient for the protection of the public interests.” The attendance was || 
very numerous and respectable, and amongst those on the platform were —| 


J. Faweet, Geo. Cannock, — M‘Nought, Wm. Jury, J. Macnamara Cantwell, | 
John Norwood (barrister); E. Hely, jun.; J. Stevenson (Alliance Gas | 
Company); Gilbert Sanders (Hibernian Gas Company); J. Atkinson (the | 
Lord Mayor’s secretary); T. Millar, D’Olier Street; J. T. Maguire, John | | 
Lindsay, Dr. Gray, John Maguire, J. O'Neill, T.C; Martin A. O’Brennan, | | 
J. W. Browne, Geo. Parrott, John Lyndsey, Jas. Hughes, Geo. Lowe (gas | | 
engineer); J. Martin, T.C.; L. Redmond, T.C.; T. G. Barlow (Editor of the || 
Journal of Gas Lighting); J. Stapleton, — Lawlor (Alliance Gas Company) ; | 
Messrs. Crawley, O’Loghlen, &c. 

On the motion of Mr. J. M. CANTWELL, seconded by Mr. Henry Topp, | 
the chair was taken by the Right Hon. the Lorp Mayor. | 

His Lorpsuir said: Gentlemen,I have called this meeting in consequence | | 
of a numerously and respectably signed requisition of the citizens of Dublin. | | 
You are aware that this is a very important subject—the question of cheap | | 
gas—and I trust that the discussion on it will be carried on in a calm and} 
moderate manner, so as to lead to what is useful, and requisite, and necessary | | 
on the question. (Hear, hear.) I would suggest that gentlemen would | 
confine their speeches to a short length. If they each occupy a quarter ail| 
an hour, the different speakers will be enabled to speak on the subject, and} 
the meeting will not be protracted too long. Every one present, as well as | | 
myself, has other business to look after (hear, hear); and it will be well if we 
get over the meeting ina reasonable time. (Applause.) 

Mr. GEorGE FitntorF said he came before the meeting, as the secretary | 
of the Gas Consumers’ Association, to state what had taken place with| 
respect to the movement set on foot four or five months ago for the purpose | 
of obtaining a cheaper and better supply of gas. They were aware that, in 
February last, a meeting was held in this hall for the purpose of considering 
the gas question, and adopting resolutions thereupon; and at that meeting 
the details in connexion with the manufacture and distribution of gas were | | 
fully discussed, and the meeting resolved that the price of gas in Dublin was 
unnecessarily high and ought to be reduced. It was further resolved that 
copies of the resolutions passed at the meeting should be sent to the various 
gas companies, requesting them to reduce the price of gas. The Gas Con- 








would 

Mr. CANTWELL begged to ask whether Mr. Flintoff had any resolutions to 
move on the question to be discussed. He (Mr. Cantwell) understood Mr. 
Flintoff to be making a statement upon the part of the Association. 

Mr. Furyrorr replied that he had resolutions to propose. Well, the 
resolutions passed at the former meeting with a request that they would 
reduce the price of gas, and a correspondence then took place. The first 
resolution was to the effect that gas of a better quality could be supplied to 
the city at 3s. 6d. per thousand cubic feet, leaving a profit of ten per cent. 
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this eveni. be signed by the chairman and forwarded to the two Dublin 
gascompan”s, and in the event of their not complying with the request 
therein contaiz.ed, this meeting is of opinion that a new gas company ought 
to be formed for the purpose of reducing local taxation, and of placing the 
benefit of cheap artificial light within the reach of all classes in the com- 
Tmunity.” These resolutions were forwarded to the gas companies. The 
Hibernian Company ad not reply at all, but from the Alliance Company the 
following letter was recvived :— 
** Alliance and Consumers’ Gas Company Office, 
114, Grafton-street, Dublin, Feb. 24, 1857. 
“Sin—The directors of this company having received a communication signed 
‘George Flintoff,’ enclosing a series of resolutions purporting to have been adopted 
at a meeting held at the Music Hail, and requesting that an answer might be for- 
warded to you on or before Wednesday, the 25th instant, I am directed to inform 
you that, while repudiating the assumption of right on the part of a meeting so 
constituted to prescribe or dictate the conditions on which the affairs of this com- 
pany shall be conducted, the board would, nevertheless, in deference to the social 
position of Mr. Butt, who, it appears, presided on the ion, have idered 
themselves at liberty to give a respectful reply to any communication addressed to 
them through that gentleman. Mr. Butt, however, though specially authorised to 
forward the resolutions to the directors, having declined or repudiated the task, the 
board are justified in assuming that he has either satisfied himself of the folly and 
absurdity of the resolutions, of which it was sought to make him the exponent, or 
convinecd himself that the public interests are not likely to be materially or perma- 
nently advanced by the men or the means with which his name has been asso- 
ciated. Inany case, however, the directors must decline noticing any communica- 
| tion addressed to them by the individual whose name is attached to the document 
|| in question, and the more especialiy when it is presented in official counexion with 
| @ body of whose constitution they have no knowledge, and of whose proceedings 
they must, therefore, refuse to take any cognizance. 
“Tam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
‘‘ JOHN STEVENSON, Secretary. 














|_ “To Mr. Edw. Hely, jun., 14, Dame Street.” 
| That letter was placed befvre the committee of the Gas Consumers’ Asscia- 
| tion, and they sent the following reply :— 
To the Directors of the Alliance and Consumers’ Gas Company. 

|| *Gentlemen -- Your communication of the 24th inst., in reply to the resolutions of 
|| a public meeting, and forwarded to you at the request of such meeting, has been 
|, placed before the Gas Consumers’ Association, who have directed me to say that 
| they regard your reply as an attack on the numerous citizens of Dublin whom you 
| have so long oppressed, by supplying inferior gas at an exhorbitant price, and on 
whom you seem to wish to heap insult as well as injury, in utter disregard of the 

manifold obligations conferred on you by them, and for which, as a trading com- 
; pany, you ought to feel grateful. The committee regret that a letter on a question 





of business, in answer to resolutions endorsed by thousands of your customers, 

whose interests are as sacred as your own, should descend to angry personalities, 

| beneath the dignity of a public Company, to whom is entrusted the supply of a most 
"y 


important nece of life; and while they feel satisfied that any disinterested 
| party would say that the position of agreat community cught not longer to be en- 
| dangered by such a company” —— 
Mr. CANTWELL rose to order, and respectfully submitted that his lordship 
}| ought not to allow Mr. Flintoff to pursue the course he was then taking. As 
he (Mr. Cantwell) understood, the meeting was convened for a special and 
very important purpose. He did not understand the present meeting to have 
ny connexion with any former meeting adverted to by Mr. Flintoff, and 
still less did he suppose that it could be any part of the business of this meeting, 
or the wish of any gentleman present, to have gross libels read with respect 
to the character of inercantile institutions of this city. (Applause). Mr. 
Flintoff was reading libels from a large mass of papers which he held in his 
hand, and for the purposes of this meeting Mr. Flintoff might as well read 
Hugh Miiller’s “‘ Testimony of the Rocks” as the correspondence which he 
was inflicting on the meeting. (Hear.) A great deal of time had been lost, 
and he (Mr. Cantwell) implored his lordship to call upon Mr. Flintoff to 
come to business and discuss the question with practical wisdom, instead of 
wading through abusive and libellous documents. (Applause.) 

The Lorp Mayor: I do think it would be better for Mr. Flintoff to 
bring the subject to be considered more quickly before the meeting. But as 
he is on a letter he may as well finish it. 

Mr. CantweE te said he had not the slightest ebjection to the libels being 
finished. 

Mr. I'iinrorr said, if gentlemen would bear with him for a short time, 
they would find he was coming to the subject. He was as anxious as any 
gentleman present to discuss the question fairly ; and he did not see how any 
complaint could be made against him when he came forward in the light of 
open day to state his views and fearlessly discuss them. (Ilear, hear.) The 
meeting was open to both sides of the question. Injurious remarks meant 
nothing; they were there for business, and they might be sure that the man 
who speaks the truth need never fear to stand before a public audience. (Hear, 
hear.) lle only read the letter to show what took place at a former meeting. 
At that meeting a committee were pledged to send a requisition to the Lord 
| Mayor, asking him to convene a second meeting, in order that the necessary 
|steps might be taken after the replies of the gas companies had been 
|received. The answers had been received, and it was his duty to lay them 
before the meeting; and he was only carrying out the promise made to the 
former meeting by reading the correspondence that took place. It was not 
long, and he would quickly end it—— 

The Lory Mayor: Just finish the reading of the letter. 

Mr. Fursrorr said he would. The letter went on :— 

** They feel constrained to confess an opinion that the letter in question is well 
calculated to sustain the unenviable reputation which a want of habits of business 
and common courtesy unavoidably entails on a tyrannical monopoly. And while 
the committee think that your uncalled-for remarks upon the gentleman who has 
himself presided over the public meeting, at the request of more than a thousand 
of his fellow-citizens, and who has neither refused to sign the resolutions passed 
thereat, nor in any way expressed the slightest regret at the part he took therein, 
as designedly insinuated by you, must recoil upon yourselves, they feel equally cer- 
tain that Mr. Flintoff, the secretary of this association, will only answer your dis- 
pleasure to secure for himself, by his straightforward and manly conduct, the best 
wishes of the consumers at large, and the esteem of all who wish well to the cause 
| of progress and truth,—Your obedient servant, 
| “ EpwArRD He ty, jun, 14, Dame Street. 

« John Stevenson, Esq., Sec. Alliance and Consumers’ Gas Company.” 

He (Mr. Flintoff) now came to the question. (Hear, hear.) The Gas Con- 
sumers’ Association had issued a short prospectus, in which they stated—— 

Mr. Corcoran rose to order. He attended the meeting in pursuance of 
a requisition. (Here confusion was created by a number of parties crying 
Order, order.) Mr. Corcoran called upon the Lord Mayor to decide whether 
he was in order or not. (Cries of Order, and Chair, chair.) He attended the 
meeting as a citizen of Dublin in pursuance of a requisition. (Cries of Order, 
order.) 

The Lorp Mayor: Allow Mr. Corcoran to explain. (Hear.) 

Mr. Corcoran: We are here to discuss the gas question, and we have 
nothing to do with the Gas Consumers’ Association. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. Furntorr said the Lord Mayor was quite aware that Mr. Cantwell 
was the solicitor of a gas company in the City, and that Mr. Corcoran was 
a large shareholder in it. 

Mr. Corcoran: I beg to say that I am not a shareholder in any gas com- 

















pany. I attend here only as a gas consumer, to hear the question about | | 
which we are convened discussed. (Hear, hear.) 
Mr. Cantwet said allusion had been made to him as the solicitor to a|, 
gas company. He begged to say that it was because he was the solicitor of | | 
a gas company, and a large shareholder in it, that he attended the meeting | 
that day (hear, and applause), and he did entreat his lordship to preserve 
the meeting within the limits of order. (Hear, hear.) What Mr. Flintoft 
called his “‘ Gas Consumers’ Association” might be the most respectable or | 
the most mythical body_in the universe (laughter), but it had nothing to say | 
to the proceeding here. The subject to considered at the meeting was | | 
simply and solely “ the bearings of the gas question on local taxation,” and 
it was a most important question. | 
The Lorpv Mayor (addressing Mr. Flintoff): I don’t see any reason for | | 
| t 


speaking of this. If you can convince the citizens that you have any 
advantages to offer, we are ready tohear them. (Hear.) 
Mr. Fiintorr said such was his object. They were about to discuss a 
ne on which there was a difference of opinion; all sides could be heard. 
fr, Cantwell would have an opportunity of reply; and if he (Mr. Flintoff) | 
made use of ridiculous observations, unworthy of their acceptation, Mr. | 
Cantwell would be the gainer. (Hear, hear.) He was sure that Mr. Cant- | 
well would not like to be interrupted in the course of his observations, and if | 
he (Mr. Flintoff) was allowed to go on in his statement, Mr. Cantwell would | 
have the advantage of reply. 
Mr. CantWELL: Yes, if your speech is to the question. | 


Mr. Firnrorr said he hoped Mr. Cantwell would concede to him what he 
and every other reasonable man would concede—namely, fair play, and full 
and fair discussion. (Ifear.) 

Mr. Canrwe tt: That is all I want. 

Mr. Fitxrorr : The complaint against the Gas Companies is that they were | 
supplying inferior gas at an exorbitant price. (Hear, hear.) The question | 
of lighting this great city with gas was, perhaps, one of the greatest that ever | 
engaged the attention of the inhabitants of Dublin, inasmuch as it affected 
the high and the low, the rich and the poor. It affected particularly every | 
ratepayer in the city. (Hear, hear.) It was estimated that a sum_ of) 
£80,000 or £100,000 was annually paid for gas in the city of Dublin. The} 
exact amount expended could not os ascertained, because only one of the’ 
two companies set out its accounts, but where an expenditure of £80,000 per 
annum was concerned, there certainly was a very serious question for | 
inquiry. (Hear, hear.) Now, his object was to show that the price of gas | 
was unnecessarily high—that the quality of the gas was not as good as it | 
ought to be, and that the people of Dublin were not treated as they ought to 
be, aud would be treated, if the same appliances were brought to bear on the 
manufacture of gas in Dublin as in other towns, where it is sold in better 
quality and at acheaper rate. (Hear, hear.) | It was very fortunate that a 
parliamentary paper had just been issued, showing the prices of gas in various | 
large towns. This was a continuation of similar papers published by the 
House of Commons in 1850; and it appeared that considerable reductions 
had taken place in the prices of gas in the towns referred to from that period 
down to the year 1857, whilst in Dublin the price remained unaltered, and | 
the accounts of the gas companies showed that it remained unaltered in | 
direct defiance of their own statement, that as consumption increased prices | 
would be lowered. That being so—reductions having been made, varying | 
from 30 to 40 per cent. in all the large towns in England—the gas companies 
here should show why they continued to exact enormous prices from the | 
public. They had endeavoured to do this by the circulation of a letter from | 
their secretary, in which the main point made was the first cost of coals. | 
They laboured to make the public belive that when coals were dear gas must | 
necessarily be dear also. That, however, was not the case; for whenever a/| 
large consumption of gas was obtained upon a compact area, that of all 
others was the place where it ought to be supplied at a cheap rate. When 
the Alliance Company went to Parliament for its bill, in the year 1846, Mr. | 
Headly, their engineer, stated that the price depended—not on the coals, but | 
the consumption, or, in other words, whenever coals were dear, the coke and | 
other materials obtained from them in the manufacture of gas had a corres- 
ponding value. A ton of coal produced 9,000 cubic feet of gas, half a 
chaldron of coke and ten gallons of tar and ammonia water; and that coke 
and tar were sold at rates corresponding with the cost of coals. In New-| 
castle-on-Tyne, for example, where a ton of coals cost 5s., a chaldron of coke 
sold for 2s.. In Dublin, where coals were 15s. a ton, a chaldron of coke sold | 
for 10s. 6d., so that on this ground the company had no case at) 
all; and if they attempted to show that a particular kind of coals must be | 
used, he answered that there never was a greater absurdity; nothing could 
be more ridiculous—nothing could be more untrue. (Hear, hear.) They 
had gone further, and in Belfast and other places gas was not sold at the 
prices named in the list recently circulated amongst the citizens of Dublin— 
namely 3s. 9d. per thousand cubic feet, and a very ingenious mode of calcu- | 
lating the price of gas in Belfast had been resorted to, in order to contradict 
the statement which he (Mr. Flintoff) and those associated with him had | 
published, and which statement they had taken from a report issued by the | 
Corporation of Cork fifteen or eighteen months ago. In that statement they | 
told the people of Dublin that gas was sold in Belfast at 3s. 9d. per thousand | 
cubic feet. Mr. Stevenson flatly contradicted it, and endeavoured to make 
it appear that the price to consumers was 4s, 7d. per thousand cubic feet. | 
Even if that were so, it proved that the people of Dublin were unfairly dealt | 
with when they were charged 5s. 10d. for the same quantity of gas. (Cheers.) 
But the fact was as he had stated. The price of gas in Belfast was only | 
3s. 2d. per one thousand cubic feet. Mr. Stevenson went on to show that the 
coals obtained from Neweastle cost 20s. 9d. per ton; but neither Mr.| 
Stevenson nor any other engineer had occasion to confine himself to that 
class of coals. If hepaid an enormous price for coals, that was no reason 
why the people of Dublin should be taxed for the want of j ndgment | 
displayed by Mr. Stevenson or the directors of the company. (Cheers.) | 
What where the facts as to the supply of gas in Dublin? In the year 1822 | 
a company was formed called the Dublin Gas Company. Another project | 
came into existence soon afterwards, called the Dublin Oil Gas Company. 
Both of these companies were failures, and were bought up by a company 
called the United General Gas Company. <A fourth company was started 
| called the Hibernian Gas Company, which subsequently became united 
to the General Gas Company. In consequence of the existence of 
four rival companies an immense amount of money was spent, so that it 
would have been impossible for the company which survived to supply gas 
at a reasonable rate, and, accordingly, in 1845, that company was charging 
the people of Dublin 10s. per thousand cubic feet. The gentleman who now 
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appeared in opposition to him started a new company to oppose the 
| Hibernian. They showed the benefits of competition, and brought into ex- 
| istence the Consumers’ Gas Company, the effect of which was to reduce at 

once the price of gas from 10s. to 7s. 6d., and the opposition which was taken 
| up by these gentlemen in 1846 was the same opposition taken up by him 
' (Mr. Flintoff ) in 1856. (Hear, hear.) What was good for the people of 























322 


THE JOURNAL OF GAS LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, & SANITARY IMPROVEMENT. 





Dublin ten years ago would be equally good for them now; because we had 
at present the benetit of all the experience which had been brought to bear 
on the science of gas-lighting for the last ten or a dozen years. We could 
erect works for one-third of the sum expended by the other gas companies ; 
and if that were so, there was surely no reason why a monopoly 
should be retained, in order that one or two hundred persons should 
fatten on the profits of the gas rents obtained from the hard 
earnings of the people of Dublin. No doubt, competition was an 


the science of gas lighting was in its infancy; but a great good never could 
be effected without the infliction of some injury. Such was the case when 


one improvement superseded another. (Hear, hear.) If they examined the 
gas-works of the present companies they would find marks of the ignorance 
which prevailed in t to the science of gas lighting 20 or 30 years ago. 
The Hibernian Gas Works belonged to a London company—most of the 
proprietors resided in England, and had very little sympathy with the people 
of Dublin. The company expended, according to the statement of their own 
chairman, Mr. Porter, no less than £300,000 in buying off competition, and 
urchasing defective machinery. Some of their machinery was so bad that 
ye would scarcely hold together. Many of their pipes were so leaky that 
4|¢hey lost one-third of the gas they manufactured, and they charged the 
people of Dublin high prices to make up for the loss which they sustained by 
their own mismanagement; whereas, if new works were erected, and new 
pipes laid down, enough would be saved to pay a dividend on a sufficient 
amount of capital to light Dublin at reasonable rates. (Hear, hear.) What 
had been accomplished in London, Sheffield, and other towns in England 
might and ought to be carried out in Dublin, if “ means were adopted 
for that end. (A voice: What about Sheffield?) He was quite prepared to 
state the facts respecting Sheffield. The people of that town were now ob- 
taining gas at prices varying from 3s. 6d. to 4s. per thousand cubic feet. They 
were ch Bs. 10d. for it in 1850, precisely the same price now charged in 
Dublin. The people became dissatistied ; they demanded a reduction in the 
price ; the company refused to comply with that demand, and the matter ended 
in the formation of a consumers’ company. This ews, gf never actually 
got into existence, and during the time it was bringing its business together, 
a small quantity of gas was sold, and the existing companies published a 
balance-sheet, with the idea of making it a) pear that the new company was 
not successful. What where the facts? When gas was sold in Sheffield at 
5s. 10d. thousand cubic feet, and before an amalgamation had taken 
place, the old company realised only £8. 6s. 8d. per cent. But as soon as they 
lowered their prices to 3s. 6d. for large, and 4s. for small consumers, the 
dividends which they were able to pay ataounted to ten per cent., proving 
beyond all question that whenever low prices are resorted to, the increased 
consumption affords large profits. (Hear, hear.) Such was always the case; 
| |-and such, no doubt, would be the case here, if gas were supplied to the public 
at a reduced price. Allusion had been made ina letter which appeared in 
the public press, signed “ A Lamplighter,” to the case of Stockton-on-Tees, 
a very small town, consuming not more than ten millions of cubic feet of 
| gas, whilst the consumption in Dublin during the same period was between 
three and four hundred millions. The Corporation of Stockton-on-Tees were 
desirous of purchasing the gas-works. The company had expended £10,000 
on their erection, and eo not sell unless they received £17,000, which the 
corporation refused to pay. They invited him (Mr. Flintoff) to visit the 
town, and deliver a lecture on the science of gas manufacture. He did so; 
and the result was that a new company was formed, in establishing which 
£7,000 were spent. The corporation had now obtained both the old and the 
new works at a less sum than they had been asked for the old. It is true 
that the corporation had not lowered the price of gas, but they had improved 
its quality from thirty to forty per cent., and the profit obtained would go 
to the general reduction of taxation, which would afford a great benefit to 
the citizens. (Hear.) Another cause of complaint against the Dublin gas 
companies was this—the Hibernian Gas Company lighted the cities of Cork 
and Limerick, and supplied gas in those places at 5s. per thousand cubic feet ; 
whilst the public of Dublin was charged 5s. 10d. for it. (Cheers.) The 
corporation of Limerick took the matter up, and stated in their report, pub- 
lished a short time ago, that their object in moving in the matter was to pro- 
tect the — from one of the greatest monopolies that ever existed in that 
city. The effect of their first years’ labours was to obtain a profit which paid 
13 per cent., and tosupply gas at 5s. 6d., with a subsequent reduction to 5s. 
(Hear, hear.) He repeated, what could be done in Limerick could be done here 
also. (Cheers.) A point had been made by the gas company about their 
reducing the prices from time to time. r. Headly, their engineer, said 
that when the company charged 15s. for gas, it did not pay them so well as 
when ay lowered the price to 6s. 8d.; and he (Mr. Flintoff) unhesitatingly 
asserted that if the company only charged 4s.—the price charged in London 
—their profits would be increased. (Hear, hear.) The object of that meet- 
‘ing was not to — these companies or drive them out of the market 
by competition. at course would only be resorted to as a dernier resort in 
case the companies did not listen to reason, and do what was fair and right. 
(Hear, hear.) It had been proved in London that gas could be supplied at 
4s. per thousand cubic feet, and still bring a considerable profit. In 1849 a 
company was established which now paid a dividend of from 7} to 10 per 
cent. It had saved the city of London upwards of £600,000 per annum, and 
added much to the comfort of the inhabitants. The company themselves 
obtained gasin their works at 1s. 8}d., and lighted the public lamps at 2s. 3d. 
per thousand cubic feet; and if this could be done in London, where the 
cost of the works was much greater than it would be in this country, where 
labour was more expensive, and the cost of everything connected with the 
manufacture of gas considerably higher than it was here, he thought it was 
only just and right that the people of Dublin should be supplied with an 
equally good article at the same price. (Hear.) Until that was done they 
had a right to complain and to demand from the gas companies some conces- 
sions, and in doing so he did not see why any angry feelings should be elicited 
or any personalities indulged in. he case should be discussed 
with fairness, moderation and good temper. The association with which he 
was connected had received insults, but they had never offered any. 
They met their opponents face to face, and would always be prepared to do 
so, appealing in support of their case to facts and arguments. If the other 
companies followed their example—met them in a kindly spirit, and dis- 
cussed the matter fairly and honestly, he felt assured that much good would 
ensue, and that both themselves and the public would be mutually benetited. 
(Hear, hear.) Mr. Robinson, of the Daily xpress, stated that some of the 
officials of the gas companies said that if a deputation of the citizens waited 
on them they would reduce the price of gas. 
Mr. Jonn STEVENSON, secretary of the Alliance and Consumers’ Gas 
Company, stated that this was untrue. 


unpleasant thing to those who had embarked their money at a time when | 


railroads banished stage-coaches, and such would always be the case when | 


Mr. SANDERS, secretary to the Hibernian Gas Company: I state that 
that is untrue. (Order, order—Chair, chair.) 
Mr. J. M. CANTWELL: My Lord Mayor, we have been occupied three | 
quarters of an hour with what appears to me to be anything but what relates | 
to the real question we have to consider. The evil of your lordship per- ' 
mitting that gross departure from the question is this, that personal state- | 
ments are made by Mr. Flintoff, and I do implore your lordship that you) 

| will ask Mr. Flintoff to come to the question. Surely that is a fair demand. | 
| (Hear and cheers.) 
| The Lorp Mayor: I take the same view as Mr. Cantwell, that Mr. Flintoff 
| was going rather out of the way in his remarks ; however, as it was a history | 
of the progress of gas companies he was giving, I thought it would throw | 
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more light on the matter, and explain it fully, and that those who were || 


opposed to his views would have an opportunity of replying to him. 


gentleman whose name he had mentioned, and if any one was to blame in the 
matter it was the gentleman who had made the assertion to him. What was 
the fact in connexion with one of the gas companies in Dublin? While 


heard that they were eupplying some houses in Dublin at a discount, | 
M‘Swiney, Delany, and Co., fo 

and he could name many more. (Hear, hear.) If those gentlemen came | 
forward and said to the respectable consumers of gas in the city of Dublin, | 
“Come and ask us to do a common act of justice—ask us to do what we are 
doing at Cork under the pressure of competition”—if the people asked them | 
to do that, and that they did not, they ought to be ashamed of themselves. | 
If they made a reduction in the price of their gas, all this agitation would | 
cease, and the people would be satisfied if they reduced the price of their gas | 
to four shillings per thousand cubic feet. It was a strange fact in connexion | 
with the Alliance and Hibernian Gas Companies, that up to a recent period 
they were alway opposed to each other, but now they had become reconciled ; 
they acted in concert, were united, and raised their prices at the same time. 
(Hear, hear, hisses, and cheers.) Although the Alliance Company told | 
Parliament that they would supply gas at a considerable reduction com- | 
pared with the price charged by the Hibernian Company, it was a self- | 
evident fact that they did not do so. What appeared to him to be the very 
worst feature in the Alliance Company was that for eight whole years, 





in; 
direct contravention to the Act of Parliament, they never filed their accounts, | 
and when they were compelled to file them, they filed them for nine months | 
or one yearonly. In London the price of the coke amounted to only 36 to! 
40 per cent. of the first cost of the coals, and the amount received for coke in | 
Dublin was from 49 to 50 per cent. The cost of labour in Dublin was con- | 
siderably less than in London. He had es the cost of the various | 
matters connected with gas in London and in Dublin, and taking the figures | 
of the Dublin gas companies he found that vast differences existed. There 
was another point in connexion with the secret arrangement which existed | 
between the two gas companies in Dublin, and he would tell the meeting | 
what it was. According to a printed statement of one of the companies, he 

found that the light lost five-sevenths of its iluminative powers; and when | 
the light was reduced in its power the effect of that was largely to increase | 


Mr. Firtorr said the assertion was not his—it was the assertion of the 
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they were supplying a favourite class in the city with gas for one price, they | | 
were supplying the industrious classes with gas for a larger price. He had || 


r instance ; also the Northumberland Hotel, | | 





the consumption, and when the public found that the gas was bad and the 
accounts increased, they had no remedy to apply. (Hear, hear.) They 
might as well apply to the pillar of salt, or to anything that had no life in it, | | 
as to apply to the companies for redress. The public would not be listened 
to, and the directors of the Alliance and Hibernian Gas Companies would | 
never listen to those things from the citizens of Dublin, until there was com- 
petition brought to bear upon them. It was stated in 1846, in reference to 
the Alliance gas bill, that they would make seventeen candle gas for a cer- | 
tain price, and now, in 1857, it appeared they made twelve candle gas at) 
5s. 10d. per thousand cubic feet. At that time they made twelve candle gas | 
for 7s. 6d. per thousand cubic feet, and they were to reduce the amount} 
according as the consumption increased, but since that time, though the con- 
sumption had increased, they had only reduced to 5s. 10d. Every half year | 
the directors of the Alliance Gas Company were congratulating their share-| 
holders upon the increased consumption of the gas, and yet they did not re- 
duce its price, although in proportion as the consumption increased it 
appeared they were to lower their prices. (Cheers.) Every one knew that | 
the price of gas depended on its illuminative power. There were only two 
alternatives for the Dublin gas companies—they should either take the bull 
by the horns, and put themselves in a condition to fight, or else make way | 
for acompeting company. If they were prepared to meet the Gas Consumers’ 
Association, or the corporation, or any other public body, and volunteer) 
a reduction to a fair price, and also do what the gas companies had done in | 
London and elsewhere, give the corporation a control over the illuminative | 
power of the gas, they might expect that the present agitation would at| 
once cease. (Cheers.) The public thereby would be benefited, and every- | 
thing would go on satisfactorily. If they did not do so he would prophesy | 
that the same fate which occurred to the old company in London would | 
occur to them, and that a new company would be established. A most | 
important question for the citizens of Dublin was the local taxation of the city. 
(Hear, hear, and cheers.) The cost of the public lights amounted to an enor- 
mous sum, and the Hibernian Company asserted that they were supplying | 
those lights at a loss. Would any man of common sense believe that they 
were actually supplying gas at a loss? He would state most distinctly that 
they got £2,500 more for lighting the lamps of Dublin than they would get 
in London. There was not the slightest compulsion on them to light the lamps 
of the city at a loss, They could terminate the contract at any time if they 
found they were not making a profit on it. (Hear, hear.) The probability 
was that if the friendly understanding which existed between the two com- 
panies continued, in the course of a few years they would not be satisfied 
with the prices they were obtaining at present, and the consumers would be 
compelled to pay more. It was part of the contract to supply the public 
lamps with four feet of gas per hour. He found that the pressure of the gas 
was reduced at 11 o’clock or 12 o’clock at night; and the effect of reducing 
the pressure was to cause the lamps not to consume more than two or two- 
and-a-half feet per hour—although the charge was for four feet of gas per 
hour. Unless the gas companies, he would repeat, were prepared to meet | 
the question by reducing the price to something like the price in London, the 
committee were prepared with their remedy, and their remedy was a new 
company. (Hear, hear, and cheers.) He proposed to form that company 
of 20,000 shares, at £5 each, under the Limited Liabilities Act, and to limit 
the price of gas to four shillings per thousand cubic feet. They would open 
the streets at night time, to lay their pipes in all the principal thorough- 
fares, in order that the public convenience might not be disturbed. They 
would also allow the corporation to appoint an officer to test the quality of 
the gas at the expense of the company. (Hear, hear.) The 2,000 gas con- 
sumers who had signed the requisition were prepared to take the course he 





Mr. Firntorr: It comes from the lips of Mr. Gilbert Sanders. 








had mentioned. They had applications for hundreds of shares from gentle- 
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men of the greatest respectability ; and unless the matter was met in a fair 
spirit, and a reduction in the price at once made, they would have recourse to 
the dernier resort, and the public would have a new company. (Cheers.) 
In conclusion, he might tell them that the parliamentary paper which had 
been published by the House of Commons showed that gas had been sup- 
plied in Birmingham at a price from 2s. 9}d. to Ss. 10d.; in Blackburn from 
3s, 4d. to 4s. 4d.; in Bradford from 3s. 6d. to 4s. ; in Sheffield 3s. 6d. to 4s. 
Particular stress had been laid on Sheffield, for the other side would make it 





ap that there was no parallel between Dublin and Sheffield. In Sheffield 
they pay 9s. 10d. per ton for coals, and they only produced 4s. 7d. for coke, 
while the Dublin company may be ay with coal at 13s, per ton, and 
could obtain 10s. 6d. per chaldron for coke, so that the difference between the 
prices of coke would make prices, every way material, about the same. The 
rise in the price of coals was no justification for the rise in the price of gas, 
for he had a number of a paper lately published by Mr. Barlow, who, he 
(Mr. Flintoff) saw, had been brought down for the occasion, in which he told 
them that when a rise of 4s. per ton in coals took place a rise also took place 
of 4s. per chaldron in coke. That rise of 4s. made one penny and a fraction 
more additional cost upon the price of gas; and when the companies here, 
some years ago, advanced the price from 5s. to 5s. 10d. it was no justification 
to say that coals advanced, because the advance on coals would onl y makeone 
penny per thousand difference, whereas they advanced 10d. A word about the 
meters. The meter could not be relied on, because those used by one of the 
companies—the Alliance Company—were so constructed that they were sus- 
ceptible of an overcharge of water from 10 to 30 per cent., which would 
register 10 to 30 per cent. against the consumers. (Hear, hear.) If the 
Dublin companies thought proper to have meters with a spout in front cut 
short, so that the true water line would be preserved, the public might de- 
pend upon having good measure, because the principle upon which all 
meters were made was the same. He did not wish to press the companies 
on this point, because they made some atonement in that respect by pub- 
lishing on their bill-heads directions how to run the water to the proper line, 
and it would be all right if they only carried the thing a little farther, and 

ave instructions to their meter makers to cut to the proper line. But even 
if the companies were to make a reduction in the price of gas the public 
would not be safe, unless a guarantee was given to the corporation that it 
would be made of a given quality and at a given price. (Hear.) If they 
did so, he thought opposition would be at an end, and all parties would be 
well satisfied. But if the companies chose to go on and wage a war of scur- 
rility and abuse they might mg | it on as long as they pleased; he would 
always be ready to meet them, he never would surrender, but would fight 
the battle in Dublin as he had done in some of the largest towns in England, 
and he would feel proud if he had it in his power to say that he had been in- 
strumental in setting on foot an agitation which would result in reducing 
the price of gas, and in thus benefiting the pockets of the citizens of Dublin. 
(Hear, and cheers.) If those gentlemen of the gas companies imagined that 
his object alone was the organisation of a new gas company, they were mis- 
taken ; for it was quite as great an honour to save the citizens’ pockets with- 
out forming a company as it was to save their pockets by forming anew com- 
pany, and if he effected that the credit would attach to him, and it would 

enefit him in future life, which was what every public man looked for. 
(Cheers.) It was ridiculous to suppose that a man had no selfish views, for 
they were all selfish. The consumers who came to protect themselves were 
selfish—the gentlemen who came to protect their shares were selfish, but if 
matters were amicably settled, he was sure they would be all better satis- 
fied than if a company was formed. (Hear, hear.) He knew when he said 
so that he did not express the opinion of the majority of his supporters, 
whose motto was—“ A New Company and No Surrender.” (Cheers.) He 
did not put it in that pointed way, he thought it would be better to lower 
the prices; but if that were not done something should be done to lessen the 
taxation of the city, and what had been done elsewhere could be done in 
Dublin, (Hear, hear.) He was sure that no excuse could be made for the 
Hibernian Gas Company in respect of their scale of charges, for if it supplied 
gas to Cork at ds. per 1,000, it was an injustice to charge 5s. 10d. to the citi- 
zens of Dublin. pong He was prepared to answer any question that 
migh be put to him, and, if necessary, to make experiments in order to prove 
that the statements he had made were true. (Cheers.) 

Mr. M‘Brrney then came forward and said that he was waited upon 
and requested to propose the resolution which he held in his hand, and which 
was as follows:—‘“ That it is the opinion of this meeting that the price 
charged for gas in Dublin is unnecessarily high, in comparison with other 
towns, and we pledge ourselves to support any new company that would 
supply the city with gas at a reduced rate.” He hoped that nothing he 
would say in proposing the resolution would offend any of his fellow-citizens 
on the other side of the question, many of whom were his friends; indeed, 
when a deputation waited on him, he hesitated to consent to come forward, 
as there were so many personal friends of his connected with both companies. 
But he thought that, where a public good was to be effected, no man should 
hesitate to come forward, if by doing so he could do any service. (Hear.) 
The question before the meeting was altogether between the consumers and 
the vendors. He was not able to jadge whether the present price of gas was 
too high or not, but if the figures of Mr. Flintoff were correct, it was plain 
that gas could be supplied at a lower rate than it was now. (Hear.) He did 
|| not see why they could not have gas as cheap in Dublin as in Cork and 
|| Belfast, particularly when there was greater consumption in Dublin than in 
|| either Belfast or Cork. (Cheers.) If Mr. Flintoff’s figures were correct, a 
|| great saving would be effected in taxation—namely, £4,000 a year, after 
|| paying a dividend of ten percent. £4,000 a year, at twenty-five years’ 

| purchase, would amount to £100,000, which was a very tempting sum to 
| strugglefor. (Cheers.) ‘The consumers of gas would not hesitate to pay to 
|| the existing companies a fair remunerating price (hear, hear); and if the 
| companies could show that they had not more than a remunerative price, 
there was an end of the discussion. (Hear, hear.) But if the best of the 
| argument was with the consumers of gas, he thought that they had a right 

to expect a reduction in the price of gas. (Cheers.) It occurred to him 
that competition was the only safety that the public had: there were few 
branches of trade in Dublin that were not protected in that respect. He 
Could answer for himself that he thought there was a great deal too 
Much competition in some branches of trades, but it was a fact that 
there was no competition in gas in Dublin. (Hear, hear.) The 
pice of gas had been fixed some time ago at 7s. 6d., which had been sted- 
fy, — ever since, with a few exceptions. He had personally no 
tin it to es with the existing companies—they were always strictly atten- 

++ to their business and most accommodating in sending men to look after 
the works (hear, hear); but if gas could be produced at a much lower figure 
than that now charged he had a reason to find fault. (Hear.) He, for one, 
had no desire to see established that competition which some parties desired. 
end e had a sony Aen the gas companies could not show that they were 
. harging more than fair remunerative prices, some steps should be taken 
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to regulate the price of gas, and if no reduction was made, he thought the 
citizens would have just reason to complain. (Cheers.) Sir Robert Peel had 
said, when bringing forward his free trade measure, that it was the preroga- 
tive of every man to buy in the cheapest market and sell in the dearest— 
they had a cheap market in Cork or Belfast, if they could avail themselves of 
it, but it would be inconvenient and very curious to be going so far when they 
had the means of making as cheap a market in Dublin. (Cheers.) Mr 
M‘Birney concluded by proposing the resolution. 

Mr. Henry Topp came forward to second the re&olution. He said he 
would be very sorry to do anything to injure existing interests, provided 
there was fair dealing towards the gas consumers on the part of the existing 
companies. He took but little part in this movement until he saw that the 
statements put forward by the originators of it were met by attempts to in- 
jure the charrcter of Mr. Flintoff. He did not think that a fair way to meet 
the question at all, for such a course showed that there was weakness, 
and that the parties who adopted that course felt that there was weakness. 

Hear, hear.) If the shareholders in the respectable gas companies in 

ublin were only getting a fair interest on their investment, to which there 
could be no objection, why should they be afraid of a man of such unworthy 
character as Mr. Flintoff was represented to be. (Hear, hear.) They were 
not there to discuss whether Mr. Flintoff was what he a oe to be or not. He 
was afraid that few of their characters would bear to be looked at through a 
magnifying glass, and he thought it was not right to look at the matter in that 
way. The fact was they wanted more light, and at a less price, if possible. 
(Cheers and laughter.) The question was, whether they could get gas 
cheaper than at present, or were the existing companies giving a fair article, 
and only getting a fair profit for it? He thought the better way would be 
to appoint a committee, and let the matter at issue be gone into on both 
sides; and if the result of that inquiry was to show that the existing com- 
panies were only getting a fair profit on their money, then the consumers 
will have no reason to complain; and if it was found that the companies 
were getting more than a fair profit, let the consumers look for a reduction. 
(Hear, hear.) He threw out that suggestion for their consideration, and he 
thought it would be a judicious course. 

Mr. J. M‘Namara CANTWELL said that, before the resolution was put, he 
wished to make a few observations. (Hear, hear.) Mr. Flintoff, in almost 
the first sentence of his very long statement, seemed to think that he (Mr. 
Cantwell) was so totally unknown to his fellow-citizens, that it was quite 
necessary for him to announce at that public meeting who he was and what 
was his position. Now, when a man meant a thing kindly, and appeared to 
think it right that he should act as the master of the ceremonies in this way, 
he would be the last person to take exception to him for it. Passing from 
that, however, he would state that in every word of the observations made by 
Mr. M‘Birney and Mr. Todd he cordially concurred. (Hear, hear.) The 
question, the essential question, and the question that would make its way in 
the public mind and the private judgment of every honest and considerate 
man, would be this—were the consumers of gas in Dublin paying more than 
a fair price for the commodity which they got? (Hear, hear. 
the consideration of that question he shou!d for himself say that he was a 
large shareholder in one of the existing companies, and he would tell the 
meeting why he was so. He was an original shareholder, and took his shares 
in 1846, for the very purpose of striking down a monopoly that then existed 
in Dublin. (Hear, hear, and cheers.) If he thought the company with 
which he was now in connexion were acting the —_ of monopolists in the 
city, he would, though he had alarge stake in the company, be one of the 
first to set his face against them. (Hear, and cheers.) Recent events in this 
country and in England showed that shareholders in — companies should 
watch with great care the proceedings of the boards having the management 
of them; and he would tell the meeting what somewhat startled him in the 
statement of Mr. Flintoff. He (Mr. Cantwell) did not profess to be ac- 
quainted with the intricate nature of the question of gas, or to know anything 
more than themselves of the minutie of that which ae very accurate 
scientific knowledge to comprehend and master; but he come there with 
some anxiety to learn something upon the question raised, and see whether 
the old companies could, in fairness to those who had embarked their capital 
in them, and in fairness to the consumers also, reduce the price of their gas. 
(Hear, hear.) That was the simple question they had to consider. (Hear, 
hear.) This city was not the first place where Mr. Flintoff had got up this 
movement. There was hardly a great town in England where Mr. Flintoff 
had not spoken on this question, and there was not one where his theories 
had taken root, but there were several in which there were to be found most 
melancholy proofs of their utter folly. (Hear, and cheers.) He was rather 
astonished to hear Mr. Flintoff state that a company could give gas at 3s. 6d. 
a thousand cubic feet, and divide 10 per cent. among the shareholders. He 
was astonished at that. He was a shareholder in the Alliance Company, 
which included many of their fellow-citizens, men of the highest integrity, 
intelligence, and business habits; but though Mr. Flintoff had made that 
statement, he (Mr. Cantwell) could state that he never received on his capi- 
tal in the Alliance Company as much as 7 per cent. Looking at the matter 
in a common-sense view, he asked them, if Mr. Flintoff was right in his 
statement, how must the directors have robbed the shareholders? If by 
selling at 3s. 6d. a thousand feet the shareholders ought to get 10 per cent. of 
a dividend, how must the concern have been managed when the shareholders 
got only about 7 per cent., and when the gas costs 7s. 6d., 6s. 8d., or 5s. 10d. 
a thousand cubic feet? Why did he press this matter upon them? Not that 
he believed the directors of the company to be fraudulent or dishonest men, 
but he referred to it asa test which their plain understandings would appre- 
ciate, and which would cause them to take care how they embarked their 
money in a new gas company. He would come to that by and bye; it reall 
was pleasant to discuss the question by the lights that existed. (Hear, Hoon, 
The conclusion of Mr. Hely’s letter, as read by Mr. Flintoff, was the rallying 
cry of ‘‘ Flintoff and the cause of progress and truth!” (Laughter. ery 
kind, indeed, was it of Mr. Hely to contribute that character to Mr. Flintoff, 
and also to send to the meeting the beautiful bevy of young ladies, which he 
(Mr. Cantwell) saw in the boxes (laughter and cheers), and delighted in- 
deed was he that they had gotten a half holiday to discuss the gas question. 
(Renewed laughter.) The question to be discussed was not a political one; 
it was a question of great local importance, and concerned deeply what un- 
fortunately they had not many of in the city—namely, their commercial 
establishments. (Hear, hear.) And now, he asked, was that the way to 
conduct the business of such a meeting as was there assembled? (Hear, 
hear.) What mattered it who got the cheer, or how did it concern him, when 
addressing rational men, whether he was hissed at one side of the hall or the 
other? (Hear, hear.) It did not concern him in the least—he was too old a 
stager for that; but he wanted them, as reasoning men, to have before them 
all the facts and circumstances of a movement which projected, not the de- 
molition of the old companies, but ‘the erection of a new company. (Hear, 
hear.) He would support a new company equally with Messrs. M‘Birney and 
Todd, if he thought it probable that any honest company could be esta- 
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blished, and could five as on the terms stated by Mr. Flintoff; but he 
| eould not have failed to cleeres that the suggestion of Messrs. M‘Birney and 
|| Todd was fairly this—let a committee be formed on the one side of the direc- 
tors of the existing eer and, on the other, of respectable citizens, to 
| consider the question. (Hear, hear.) Now, Mr. Flintoff had illuminated many 
| mblies; he had made there one of the hundred speeches which he had 
|| delivered during the last two years throughout England. There was not 
|' a town in England that,had not its monopoly, and in which Mr. Flintoff 
‘had not made the extraordinary statements relative to coals and coke, &c. 
|In Sheffield, Mr. Flintoff succeeded in inducing the formation of a new 
company; and after that new company was a short time under management, 
its shares went down from £5 to £1 7s. 6d. (Hear, hear.) (A voice: What 
|are they now?) They would judge of that before he was done. (Hear, hear. ) 
_|In Boston, Mr. Flintoff made his usual speech, from which he (Mr. Cantwell) 
|, would read a few extracts. He found Mr. Flintoff saying: “ Now, the 
old company procured their coals at 18s. per ton, and he found from their 
own bills that in December last they charged 8s. per half a chaldron of 
‘coke, at the rate of 16s. per chaldron. It had endeavoured to be shown that 
by those who had vested their capital in the gas company that when their 
coals were dear their gas must necessarily be high in price likewise. That 
‘argument was false, as had been testified in various important towns in the 
country. It was well known in these places that when coals were dear coke 
was also at an extravagent rate.” Then Mr. Flintoff states, “This great 
desideratum (meaning the pulling down of the price of gas), he was full 
|| assured, could only be accomplished by the introduction of competition. If 
they did not support the present movement, the monopoly now in existence 
|would be carried to a still greater extent.” The public of Boston were 
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|situated. A new company, according to him, was necessary. Now he (Mr. 
| Cantwell) was aware that a large staff would be required for a new company ; 
|that a secretary to it would be unavoidable, and seeing that Mr. Flintoff, 
| who had traversed all England, and had his services accepted for a short 


|things so pleasant in Ireland, it was not too much to suppose that he would 
| Seadenend to become 'the secretary of a new company in Dublin. (Hear.) 


‘of Mr. Flintoff—if any answer was necessary after the suggestions that had 

been made by their two respected fellow-citizens. (Hear, hear.) He need not 
tel them that details could not be here investigated with any degree of 
|accuracy. Mr. M‘Birney and Mr. Todd had both struck the right nail on 
the head—— 

A Voice: Monster houses. (Laughter.) 

Mr. CANTWELL did not care whether they were monsters or not. (Laughter. 
They were not “monsters” this day, but sensible, rational men, of course 
deeply interested in the question. They had spoken to what owglt to have 
been the resolution, and not to the resolution which was ready cut and dry 
for the speakers that could be found to take charge of it; and now he put 
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| forestalling the very question to be ascertained and investigated if the 
| meeting were now called upon to pronounce an opinion that the price of gas 
| Was unnecessarily high, and that they would support a new company? (Hear 
| hear.) What they ought to do was, to move a resolution appointing the 


|to submit a full and satisfactory report to the citizens. (Hear, hear.) If the 


| Second the resolution that a new company be supported ; but with all possible 
respect to Messrs. M‘Birney and Todd, he did think that judgment ought 
| not to be pronounced beforehand on the very subject that was to be investi- 
gated. Let the committee be appointed, and then let them come before 
| their fellow-citizens and tell them what was their deliberate, uninfluenced, 
and unprejudiced opinion. That was the common-sense view of the matter; 
and he (Mr. C.) was much mistaken if nine-tenths of the meeting were not 
}of that opinion. He was sure there was not a man at that meeting who 
| desired to injure any one of his fellow-citizens, because he had invested his 
; Money in a commercial speculation in the city. (Cries of No, no.) He would 
| not believe it if it were stated, neither did he believe that any man there 
| desired the formation of a new company. None of them wanted to be 
| secretaries (hear, hear, and laughter), or to be contractors for building 
| premises, or for supplying iron for pipes, which would be brought over from 
| England. (Hear, hear.) 
| A Vorce: We want cheap gas. 
| Mr. Canrwetu: Cheap gas we want, and cheap gas the citizens of Dublin 
| are entitled to, consistently with a fair return to the men who had their 
|money invested in the companies. And now he addressed himself there 
| both to Mr. M‘Birney and Mr. Todd, and suggested to them to change the 
| resolution. He thought by doing so that a great deal of trouble would be 
| Saved, and the question would be fairly and satisfactorily disposed of. 
| Mr. Topp said he had not the slightest objection to the views of Mr. Cant- 
well being carried out exactly as he had stated them. What they wanted to 
| discuss was whether they could get a supply of gas cheaper than the price paid 
for it at present. There was not the slightest objection to have the resolution 
changed. Time would be saved thereby, and they could go to their business, 
for indeed he did not think it was likely they would make much money there. 
| Laughter.) 
A gentleman in the body of the hall said he supposed that Mr. Cantwell 
spoke on the part of the existing companies. 
Mr. Cantrwett said he was speaking for himself alone, as he had 100 
shares in the Alliance Company. 
| Mr. Topp said he was under the impression that Mr. Cantwell was speak- 
| ing the feelings of the company. 
} r. CANTWELL said he was there at the back of 100 shares. 
| crime for a man to defend his own property. 
Mr. O’BrENNAN rose to order, and said it was competent for Mr. Cantwell 
to move an amendment, but an answer should be given to the question. 
| Mr. Cantwett said that, when he adverted to the suggestion of Messrs. 
| M‘Birney and Todd, he felt he was advancing some way in the proper under- 
| standing of the question; but now, having seen the prudent suggestion of Mr. 
M‘Birney, backed up and enforced by the concurrent sentiments of Mr. Todd, 
did not meet the real purpose contemplated by the authors of the meeting, 
perhaps the better course would be for him to go on and state what his views 
were, and lay before the gentlemen who were desirous of becoming share- 
‘holders in the new company the great and astounding prospect which they 
| had of getting a dividend of 10 per cent. upon the capital which they might 
||invest. (Hear, hear.) 
|! The Lorp Mayor said that Messrs. Birney and Todd were willing to 
change the motion, and if that course were adopted, much time would be 
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| time in a few towns, and rejected altogether by the majority, now found | 


jit to the good sense of these gentlemen, would it not be anticipating and | t 
| sented had that day béen grossly maligned. (Hear, hear.) The commence- | 
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| but when the article appeared in the Express in reference to the gas question, | 
| Situated exactly as Mr. Flintoff represented the citizens of Dublin to be | 


| He (Mr. Cantwell) had told them that he would not go into details. There | 
were gentlemen present who could answer satisfactorily all the statements | 


| the purpose of a whether the price of gas was too high or not. | 
a 


committee, and then adjourn the meeting until the committee were prepared | 


| statements made that day were justified, he (Mr. Cantwell) would himself | 


| statement. 


| small dividend they would have drawn a portion to meet the consumers in a | 





os Did the latter think, however, that the gas companies would 
assent 

Mr. CANTWELL said he merely spoke as a shareholder in support of Mr. 
M‘Birney’s views. 





Mr. Topp: Has Mr. Cantwell the authority of the gas companies to assent 
for them to this proposition ? | 

Mr. CantweE.: Let the companies speak for themselves. I speak merely | | 
as a shareholder. 

Mr. Topp observed that it would be well to have the opinion of the repre- 
sentatives of the companies on the question as to the formation of a com- 
mittee, in order that they might have someting like a pledge from them. 
(Hear, hear ) 

The Lorp Mayor thought that this was a very reasonable request. 

Mr. Gitperr SANDERs then came forward and said he appeared there on 
the part of the Hibernian Gas Company, to say that company had not the 
slightest objection, but every inclination to meet the proper committee to 
discuss the question whether gas could be sold at a lower price than it was at 
present. (Cheers.) The Hibernian Gas Company had no objection to lay 
before a committee of gentlemen such a statement as would enable them to | 
form a just conclusion whether the gas companies were or were not entitled | 
receive the price now charged for gas. (Cheers.) Before he sat down, he! 
would wish to make a few observations, particularly in reference to a remark | 
which fell from Mr. Flintoff. (Hear, hear.) That gentleman had stated that | 
he (Mr. Sanders) had said to Mr. Robinson of the Daily Express, that the | 
companies were prepared to reduce the price of gas to five shillings per thou- | 
sand feet. Now, he (Mr. Sanders) denied that he made that statement; | 














he waited upon Mr. Robinson, and said to him that he was surprised that so | 
respectable a paper as the Express would undertake to write down the 

citizens merely on the statements of an adventurer, who was quite uncon- | 
nected with the town. (Hear, hear.) He (Mr. Sanders) did state to Mr. | 
Robinson that he thought it would be the more prudent and more respectable | 
course to pursue towards the companies—that he (Mr. Robinson) and three | 
or four more respectable consumers should meet the companies, and ascertain | 
whether it was in their power to comply with the wishes of their fellow- | 
citizens. (Hear, hear.) He (Mr. Saunders) had told Mr. Robinson on that | 
occasion that he would guarantee tohim that such a deputation would be well | 
received by the company, and that every opportunity would be afforded for 


(Hear, hear.) He (Mr. Sanders) believed that if that suggestion had been 
acted on, the citizens would not have had occasion to meet there that day, 
because he knew that the wish of the directors was that gas should be sold in | 
Dublin at the lowest possible remunerating price. (Cheers.) ‘Though the | 
Hibernian Company were able to pay but a small dividend, yet from that | 





proper spirit. (Hear, hear.) The companies were charged with having wasted | 
a large amount of money on the city. English capital had been brought | 
over many years ago under peculiar circumstances—it was only right that | 
this case should be put fairly before the meeting, for the company he repre- | 


ment of gas lighting was as follows :—About the year 1818, two gas companies | 
were established in Dublin—the one called the Hibernian Gas Company, | 
which was still in existence, and the other the Dublin Company, in the North 

Lotts, now the Engineering Company’s works, and those two companies divided 

the city between them. The Paving Corporation sent out circulars for tenders | 
for lighting the city. The Hibernian Company were not able to light the | 
city, nor were the Dublin Company, and for a long time the city remained | 
unlighted until the United General Gas Company—a London company— 

accepted the tender to light the citv. The English company then came for- | 
ward (not with the design of the promoters of the proposed new company, | | 
to crush existing interests), and bought the company on the right side of the 
river and that on the left. It was said that two capitals were expended. 
That was not true in reference to the city of Dublin, because there was half 
on one side and half on the other, therefore there were not two capitals. 

Mr. Topp observed that what the meeting wanted to know was, whether | 
Mr. Sanders would agree to the committee. (Cries of Question, question.) | 

The Lorp Mayor said it was only right to allow Mr. Sanders to proceed | | 
with his explanation. (Hear hear.) | 

Mr. Sanpers, in continuation, said that he would not have attempted to | 
address the meeting if it were not for the attacks that had been made upon 
the company (hear, hear); however, he would now pass from the subject on | | 
which he had been speaking. It was said that, to the knowledge of the in- | | 
dividual making the statement, the apparatus of the Hibernian Gas Company | | 
was so bad that it could not long hold together. He (Mr. Sanders) contra- 
dicted that in the flattest possible manner that man could contradict a false | | 
(Hear, hear, and cheers.) If the committee were appointed, he | | 
begged that they would do him the favour to examine the Hibernian works, 
and see for themselves if the statements regarding them were true or false. i] 
(Cheers.) It was stated that gas was sold by the United General Gas Com- | | 
pany in Cork for 5s. The selling price there at present by the Corporation 
party was 5s. 6d., and the price of 53. was only kept up for a few wecks, and | | 
applied only to those who would contract with them. Reference had been i 
made to Limerick : but in the published accounts, in which a profit of £1,300 || 
is made out, an item for rent of £600 per annum was omitted. (Cries of Ques- | 
tion, question.) 

The Lorp Mayor said it was only fair to allow Mr. Sanders to answer 
the charges that had been made. (Hear.) 

Mr. Sanpers then went on to say that the Hibernian Gas Company was || 
accused of having lowered the standard of gas—that was also untrue. The 
Lord Mayor had it within his own power to know what was the illuminating || 
power of the gas supplied by the Hibernian Company. Records were taken} 
without his (Mr. Sanders’) knowledge or control of the quality of the gas,| 
and on reference to the corporate officers the true state of the case would be| 
found. (Hear, hear.) Now, the last thing he had to reply to | 

Mr. Topp said the question before the chair was as to the appointment of | 
acommittee. (Cries of Hear, hear, Question.) 

The Lorp Mayor again interposed, and said it was only fair to allow 
Mr. Sanders to explain and repel, if he was able, the charges made at the | 
other side. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. SANDERS said that reference was made to the time when the illuminat- 
ing power of gas was 17 candles. The illuminating power was from 14 to as 
high as 16 candles. It was customary at that time to take the illuminative 
power from wax candles; the custom now was to take the illuminative power 
from sperm candles, and that which was 17 candles some few years ago would, 
when tried with a different standard, be only 14 candles now; and, therefore, 
if a contrast were drawn between what it was and what it is, it was but right 
they should have the same standard on each side. So far as his company were 
concerned, they were not manufacturing gas ofa worse quality than what was 
supplied 30 years ago. (Hear, hear.) They had been told that the price 

















saved. 
| Mr. M‘Birney said he was quite willing to carry out the views of Mr. 
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wotld be charged if the lamps were in London. The average cost of the pub- 
lic lamps in London was certainly not less than £4 10s. per lamp, and the 
|| average cost in Dublin for public lamps was £3. 4s. It was stated also that 
|| the burners were choked not to allow the full quantity of gas to go out by those 
|| burners—that by the cocks being pressed down the gas could not flow through 
them. That in the abstract was quite correct, but it was a mis-statement, so 
|| far as regarded the practice of the case. When the lamps were first lighted, 
there was a pressure put on for the large shops and private houses, and when 
that gas caused by the pressure eame to be distributed over the city, it was 
reduced to a certain pressure, which was sufficient to light those houses and 
the lamps. When the gas was turned off from the houses, the cause of non- 
reduction of thepressure would be to have an enormous pressure on the extre- 
mities, and the gas companies in every town where gas was used reduced the 
pressure when the great consumption was taken off. (Hear,hear.) In order 
|that the public might not suffer by that loss, it was the practice of the 
| Hibernian Company to send out a man at 11 o’clock at night to turn up the 
| 

| 


| 
|| charged to the citizens of Dublin for public lamps was £2,000 a year more than 
| 


whenever it was required. He thought that was a suflicient answer to 
the charge, that by the reduction of the pressure they darkened the gas. 
|| (Cheers and confusion.) 
|| A Voice: Putout the lamplighters. (Laughter.) 
The Lorp Mayor said that the information given by Mr. Sanders was 
| most satisfactory. 
|| Mr. Sanpers continued to say that the company he represented were per- 
} fectly willing to receive a respectable deputation of the gas consumers of the 
|| city, to confer with them on the present price of gas, and to make such other 
| arrangements with the company as would be fair and proper—an offer which 
| such a meeting of his fellow-citizens as that assembled ought to receive from 
||them. (Cheers.) He did not wish to make an invidious selection, but if 
|| they would allow him, he would name the mover and seconder of the resolu- 
|| tion, with the Lord Mayor, to act as the committee, and he would place be- 
{| fore them every statement which they should require, in order to show 
} (heer) was in the power of the company to reduce the price of gas. 
eers. 
‘| ° ‘Phe Lorn Mayor asked the representative of the Alliance Gas Company if 
|| if he thought that company would be willing to accede to the proposition ? 
|| Mr. Srevenson, on behalf of the Alliance Company, said that he could 
|| assure his lordship that every proposition coming from gentlemen in the posi- 
|| tion of Mr. Todd or Mr. M‘Birney would be attended to, and that every 
|| facility would be given to the deputation to make any inquiries they might 
|| think necessary. At the proper time and in the proper place the Alliance 
| Gas Company would be prepared to show that the statements made in refer- 
ence to them would not bear to be tested. 
Mr. CANTWELL remarked that he thought the suggestion was a most rea- 
sonable one. (Hear, hear.) 
[At this stage of the proceedings a long conference was held between Mr. 





gentlemen took part, for the purpose of ascertaining how the committee was 


name a committee to confer with the representatives of the companies, and 
the gentlemen who represented the Gas Consumers for a time consulted alone 
as to a resolution. ] 

Mr. M‘Brrney then read the following as the resolution to be proposed for 
adoption—“‘ That Messrs. M‘Birney and Todd, and Dr. Gray be appointed to 
confer with the two gas companies on the propriety of reducing the price of 
gas, with due regard to existing interests, and that the committee shall have 
power to call to their assistance the engineers of any of the London, Man- 
chester, Liverpool, or Belfast Gas Companies to advise them generally.” 

Mr. Furntorr: said that that proceeding would oceupy months; besides, 
|| every one of those engineers were in favour of monopoly. 

Some gentleman present proposed that Mr. Clegy. of London, should be 
| nominated to act, which was objected to by Mr. Sanders, on the ground that 
| Mr. Clegg had retired from public life these many years. 

Mr. Joun Norwoop said that if Mr. Clegg was out of the field he was the 
| more easily beaten, and they would propose hin on their side, and he 
| thought the other party had no right to object to the selection. Unless both 
| sides were satisfied with the persons proposed, they could never come to any 

}agreement. Which side was right, or which side was wrong, he was not 

there to discuss, but he thought the committee should be appointed in such a 

way as to fairly represent the views of both parties. The resolution was, that 

the committee should confer with the two gas companies, who had a great 
'| number of directors, and there were only three gentlemen on his (Mr. Nor- 

| wood’s) side of the question named to conduct their case. All they were 
| asking was fair play for themselves and fair play for the companies, and he 
| did not think that fuir play was shown to them if there were only three gentle- 
| men on their side appointed. 

| Mr. Sanpers said he would answer that objection at once by stating 

| that there should be no persons from the Hibernian Company but himself. 
| (Hear. ) 
| Mr. Norwoop asked whether Mr. Stevenson alone would appear before 
| the committee for his company ? 
Mr. STEVENSON said that only two members of his board would act in the 
| matter. 
| Mr. Norwoop thought that the names of those two members should be 
|| stated. The resolution only empowered the committee to call in the engi- 
| neers of the London, Manchester, Liverpool, or Belfast Gas Companies, but 
they were as much monopolists as those of whom the citizens of Dublin 
| complained, and it would be only fair to allow those who were opposed to the 
monopoly to cal! for evidence to rebut the others, if necessary. All they 
wanted was what was fair, and what they were willing to concede to the other 
side. (Hear, hezr.) The companies themselves should have come forward 
with this proposition when the question was first started, and the proceed- 
| ings of that day were a triumph for those who sought te obtain gas from 
| the consumer at a fair and reasonable price. If the companies were guided 
| by the sage counsel and common sense of Mr. Cantwell, Mr. Todd, and other 
| gentlemen of the platform, the question would not have been discussed in the 
| Way they had witnessed. The cause of truth would be advanced by a fair 
and open discussion of the question, and he was glad that respectable gen- 
| tlemen did not go into a hole-and-corner consideration of the question, which 
| Was one of great importance to the citizens of Dublin. (Hear, hear.) He 
| was glad that both parties would have an opportunity of stating their case 
iI before the committee, but he objected to the constitution of the committee as 
| proposed. 

| Mr. RepMoxp said it should be a part of the instructions to the committee 
to obtain statistics relative to the gas companies, and the price of gas in 
several towns in England and Ireland. 

| The Lorp Mayor said it was to be understood that the committee should 
borhan the information necessary to enable them to arrive at a proper con- 
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| to hear the statements made by those who, like himself, were anxious for a 
| reduction in the price of gas, andto hear the counter statements that would be 


| companies, and who, naturally enough, were anxious to protect their inter- 
Todd, Mr. M‘Birney, Mr. Sanders, and Mr. Stevenson, in which several other | 
A pine x 98; | capital in gas-works should have a fair per centage on their money (hear, 
to be named. It was fully argued that the Gas Consumers’ Association should | 


| duct of their own business showed themselves to be giants in their commer- 


| . - : 
, capable of grappling with the gas question—that a coinmittee should be em- 


| question, he felt that he could not conscientiously perform his duty as a mem- 


| versant with all the scientific details and practical manipulations requisite to 
| be understood by any person before he would undertake to come before a 








Mr. Tuomas MiLxAr said the proposition was to appoint three respectable 
gentlemen to investigate the ye are and report upon it ; and to enable them 
to do so, they were to be at liberty to call in the assistance of the engineers 
of any gas company they might select. : 

Mr. Norwoop said the resolution should state all this explicitly, in order 
that there might be no mistake or misunderstanding about the matter. 

Mr. Miixar said the resolution did so; and it was a great misfortune that 
gentlemen did not understand the question before they spoke upon it. The 
committee would have the power to obtain any assistance they required or 
thought proper, and it would be strange if all the gas engineers in ndon, 
Liverpool, or Belfast were yma aed and that no fair or truthful information 
could be got from them. If the price of gas was 8s. 6d. or 4s. in those places, 
the engineers of the companies who made gas at that price were the men 
whose evidence and assistance the committee would want. 

Mr FustorF said that if the question was referred to engineers it would 
be delayed for months and months; but if the meeting was adjourned for a 
week, and the companies asked to reduce the price of their gas, it would be 
a better course. (Hear.) . 

Mr. O’Brennan said the question would not be raised at all here were it 
not for Mr. Flintoff, and as he was the person to originate the movement he 
should be on the proposed committee. (Hear, hear.) But for another gentleman 
on the platform they never would have heard of the Alliance Gas Company, 
and was it because Mr. Flintoff was a stranger, that they were to be un- 
grateful? He suggested as an amendment that Mr. Flintoff should be 
named as one of the committee. (Hear.) 

Dr. Gray (of the Freeman's Journal) said he had come to the meeting 
without any intention of taking a part in the proceedings, although he be- 
lieved that, with the exception of Messrs. M‘Birney and Todd, two gentle- 
men very extensively engaged in commerce, there were, he believed, few at 
the meeting who were more largely interested in the reduction of the price of 
gas than he was himself. The sum which he annually paid for gas amounted 
to what would cover the entire expenditure of a respectable family, and even 
a small per centage taken off the annual amount of the gas bill which he had to 
pay tothe company with which he dealt would be to him a matter of consi- | 
derable importance. (Hear, hear.) Notwithstanding, he had this deep 
interest in the question of the reduction of gas, he felt unwilling to take any 
part in the discussion from a consciousness that he was not sufficiently con- 


meeting in order to extend the information on the subject of the production 
and price of gas. (Hear, hear.) He, therefore, attended the meeting rather 
made by gentlemen who have their moneys invested in the existing gas 


ests and have a fair percentage on their capital. (Hear, hear.) Noone at 
the meeting, he was satisfied, objected that the gentlemen who invested 


hear); and when a proposition was made by two gentlemen, of such eminent 
mercantile position as Mr. M-Birney and Mr. Todd—gentlemen who in the con- 


cial capabilities, with intellectual qualities which rendered them eminently 





powered, in the name of the meeting, to confer with the existing gas compa- 
nies upon the whole question, and then to report the result of their labours to 
an adjourned meeting, he saw that a wise, prudent, and practical course was 
pointed out, and he was anxious to see it adopted. The proposition was about | 
to be unanimously carried into effect, when it was proposed that Mr. Flintoff | 
—and he was sure that gentleman would not think he (Dr. Gray) meant him 
any disrespect in what he was going to say—should be added to the commit- 
tee. (Hear, hear.) He should state candidly that, in consenting to sit upon | 
that committee at the unanimous request of gentlemen on both sides of the | 


ber of the committee towards the citizens who were assembled there if he did 
not constantly consult with Mr. Flintoff, not only upon the points of difficult 

that might arise, but upon the mode of investigation to be instituted, 
(Cheers.) That gentleman was the originator of the movement which led to | | 
the formation of the Gas Consumers’ Association, and the party whose state- | 
meat at that meeting indicated the possession of the largest knowledge of the | } 








| question (hear, hear); and he felt it would be a farce to enter on the investiga- | 





tion at a'l if the committee could not with certainty calculate on the constant | | 
advice and continuous suggestions of that gentleman. (Hear, hear, and 
cheers.) But he (Dr. Gray) was bound to state to the meeting that, || 
after having heard the distinct and positive assertion of all the gentlemen 
present who represented the gas companies and their shareholders that | | 
they would not consult with or meet any committee of which Mr. || 
Flintoff was a member, he felt that the proposition to put Mr. Flintoff on the 
committee was practically a proposition to break up the conference which it 
was unanimously agreed should be held. (Hear, hear, and cheers.) He (Dr. | | 
Gray) did not wish to make any suggestion as to whether Mr. Flintoff ought | | 
or ought not to be upon the committee, but as he (Dr. Gray) consented to | | 
act on the committee for the purpose of arriving at some practical business- 
like result, and did not intend to serve upon a committee whose proceedings 
must terminate with their appointment, after the distinct announcement | 
made by the representatives of the gas companies, he saw no good that could | | 
result from appointing a committee that could never act, and therefore | 
begged, with the assent of the meeting, to withdraw his name. (Cries of | 
“No, no.”) He was deeply sensible of the compliment paid him by the! 
additional mark of their confidence implied by that unanimous “ No”; and 
though it would be a serious inconvenience to him to devote the time requisite | | 
to master the whole question—for, in fact, to do justice to the views with | 
which the meeting nominated a committee of investigation, he felt that he | 
should carefully study the whole question of gas manufacture—he did not | 
hesitate to accept the office, feeling it to be his duty to give any time he) 
could usefully to the service of his fellow-citizens. (Cheers.) But when he | 
saw that the committee, if formed in accordance with the proposed amend- | | 
ment, could effect no good—in fact, could not act at all-—he felt it would be | | 
paying the meeting a bad compliment if he accepted a sinecure when they || 
thought he was going to labour in their cause. (Hear.) When the gentle-| | 
men of the gas companies present stated that they would not act with or || 
meet Mr. Fiintoff, they might as well have no committee at all as a com- 
mittee on which his name was placed. (Hear, hear.) Mr. Flintoff would | | 
not misunderstand him (Dr. Gray). (Hear, hear.) He (Dr. Gray) was only | 
repeating what was said on the other side. ‘The matter stood thus—a com || 
mittee of conference and investigation was suggested by the Consumers’ As- | | 
sociation—the companies agreed to meet such a committee and their engineer, | 
but conditioned not to be asked to meet Mr. Flintoff. (Hear, hear.) He | 
wished to be corrected if he stated anything in error. (“ Hear, hear,” from 
both parties.) Well, then, the companies would not confer with Mr. Flintoff | 
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at all—that was not the fault of the committee named in the resolution, and he 
oe Gray) had consulted the other members named on the committee, and 

y were equally resolved with him not to go to confer with the companies 
till they had the benefit of a full consultation first with Mr. Flintoff. 
(Cheers.) To this no objection could be taken by the Consumers’ Associa- 
tion, or would be attended to if there was. (Cheers.) The members of the 
committee would then have all the benefit of Mr. Flintoft’s practical know- 
ledge; but as it was stated, and now repeated, that the companies would not 
meet Mr. Flintoff personally, to name him on the committee was, in effect, to 
put an end to the conference, and to deprive the Consumers’ Association of 
the advantages expected from a full investigation of the whole question. 
(Cheers.) This, he might add, was the concurrent opinion of the two emi- 
nent mercantile gentlemen with whom he had the honour of being associated ; 
and, if he fully understood their views, they, as well as he, felt that it would 
not be business-like for them to accept membership on a committee that could 
never perform any of the functions assigned to it. (Hear, hear.) After the 
explanations he had made, he would venture to suggest to the gentlemen 
who had moved and seconded the amendment, which had not the concurrence 
of the most active bers of the C 's’ Association, would it not be 
better to put theamendment? He made this suggestion with great deference 
and respect for the mover and seconder, and he made it with still stronger 
expressions of deference and respect for the gentleman whose name it was 
proposed to add. (Hear, hear.) After the opinion he had expressed as to 
the imperative necessity of hearing Mr. Flintoff’s constant and continuous 
suggestions, without which he (Dr. Gray) would not undertake to act at all 
on the committee, Mr. Flintoff could not imagine that he (Dr. Gray) objected 
in any way to the addition. (Hear, hear, from Mr. Flintoff.) Bat, as the 
addition would prevent all action, it would be useless, as far as Mr. Flintoff’s 
acting on the committee was concerned, and it wou!d put an end to investi- 
gation, the very thing the consumers want to have. (Cheers.) If the amend- 
ment was withdrawn, the meeting would do some practical good. 

Mr. O’BrENNAN: I will press the amendment. 

Dr. Gray: Then, as the committee cannot act, and will not be conferred 
with, if the amendment be pressed, and this is not my unsupported opinion, 
I respectfully beg to withdraw my name from the list of the committee, as I 
cannot consent to be named as one of a body that cannot personally do any- 
thing. (Applause. 

Mr. Topp said that before Dr. Gray had addressed the meeting to express 
his views, he had communicated with himself and Mr. M‘Birney, and their 
views were in concurrence with each ether. In the views stated by Dr. Gray 
he fully concurred. (Hear, hear.) There was no use in forming a committee, 
if the committee were to be formed in such a manner as to prevent the 
possibility of their arriving at any practical result ; and he would, therefore, 
also withdraw his name from the committee. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. M‘Breney said that, entirely concurring in the views expressed by Dr. 
Gray and Mr. Todd, he would also withdraw his name from the committee, 
and he had to add the expression of his regret that the practical course sug- 

ted was not carried out. (Hear.) 

Mr. GrorGE Lowe, civil engineer, said that Mr. Flintoff was not known 
in the gas world as a practical gas engineer—he never lighted a town in his 
life. (Hear, hear.) 

Mr. M‘Birney suggested that, as there was no probability of their coming 
to a practical conclusion that evening, the meeting should be adjourned for a 
week 





Mr. Frintorr, in reference to the observations of Mr. Lowe, who, he said, 
was engineer to the Chartered Gas Company, and consulting engineer to the 
Alliance Company, challenged that gentleman to meet him and discuss the 
question. asserting that he would prove that he knew more about gas than 
he (Mr. Lowe) knew. He (Mr. Flintoff) had not referred to the abilities of 
any man, but when he was maligned he would yield to no one. What, he 
would ask, did Mr. Stevenson know about gas? (Cries of Question, question.) 

After some further discussion, 

Mr. Topp proposed that the meeting should be adjourned to that day week. 

Mr. Macuire seconded the proposition, which was adopted. 

Mr. M‘Brrsey was then called to the second chair, and on the motion of 
Mr. Cantwell, seconded by Mr. Todd, a warm vote of thanks was passed by 
acclamation to the Lord Mayor, for his dignified and impartial conduct in 
the chair. 

The meeting then separated. 

[It was subsequently announced that the Lord Mayor had an engagement 
to preside over another meeting that day week, and that he would shortly 
notify the day which the meeting was adjourned to. ] 





CLAUSES TO BE PROPOSED BY MR. KNIGHT IN COMMITTEE ON 
GENERAL BOARD OF HEALTH BILL. 
Clause (A). 

That the Public Health Bill shall not in future be applied to any town, 
place, or district, without the consent of a public meeting of the ratepayers, 
to be summoned by any ten ratepayers under their hands, both by adver- 
tisement in some one or more of the local newspapers, and by notice to be 
affixed to the principal doors of every church and chapel, in the place to 
which notices are usually affixed, on each of the four Sundays preceding 
the day on which such meeting is called, unless such place shall have been 
previously under the jurisdiction of a Town Council or Board of Improve- 
ment Commissioners, 1 majority of whom are elected by the ratepayers, in 
which case the consent of a majority of two-thirds of a meeting of such 
council or board, specially called for the purpose by advertisement and 
notice as above-mentioned, and under the hands of at least one-third of the 
number of such council or board shall be sufficient. 

Clause (B). 

That no superintending inspector employed by the General Board shall 
in anywise be concerned or interested in any bargain or contract made for 
the purposes of this Act; and if any such inspector is so concerned and in- 
terested, or under colour of his employment exacts, takes, or accepts any 
fee or reward whatsoever, other than his proper salary or allowances, he 
shall for each offence incur a penalty not exceeding £50. 

Clause (C). 

That local boards of health may appoint any such persons as they think 
fit to be their surveyors and medical officers (who shall perform such duties 
as the said local boards shall direct),and may remove the same at their 
pleasure, the powers of interference given to the General Board by section 37 
and section 40 of the Public Health Act of 1848 being hereby repeaied. 

Clause (D). 

That the power given to the General Board by section 41 of the Public 
Health Act of 1848 to prescribe the scale of the map of the proposed sewer- 
age of the district is hereby repealed. 

Clause (E). 
That the power given to the General Board by section 64 of the Public 








Health Act of 1848, to permit noxious and offensive trades to be established 
in places under the Public Health Act, aoa repealed. 
Clause (F). 

That the power given to the General Board by section 72 of the Public 
Health Act of 1848, to alter the decisions of local boards with respect to 
the level and width of new streets, be hereby repealed. 

Clause (G). 

That the power given to the General Board by section 74 of the Public 
Health Act of 1848, to prevent the establishment by local boards of public 
walks or pleasure grounds, be hereby repealed. 

Clause (H). 

That the power given to the General Board by section 75 of the Public 
Health Act of 1848, at their option to prevent the purchase, hire, or con- 
struction of water-works by nee boards, be hereby repealed. 

lause (I). 

That the power given to the General Board by section 82 and section 83 
of the Public Health Act of 1848, with respect to the regulation of burial 
grounds, be hereby repealed. 

Clause (K). 


That the power given to the General Board by section 93 and section 105 
of the Public Health Act of 1848, to make and sanction arrangements be- 
tween the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge and the local boards of 
those places, be hereby repealed. 

Clause (L). 

That the power given to the General Board by section 119 of the Public 
Health Act, to prevent local boards from borrowing such sums of money 
as they are authorized to borrow under the Act, without the previous con- 
sent of the said General Board, be hereby repealed; and that in every case 
in which a local board of health shall deem it expedient to borrow money 
on the credit of such rates, it shall be lawful for such local board to-repre- 
sent the circumstances of the case to the Commissioners of Her Majesty's 
Treasury and it shall be lawful for the said local board, with the approba- 
tion of the said commissioners, to borrow or take up at interest any sum or 
sums of money upon the credit of such rates, in such manner and on such 
terms and conditions as shall have been approved by the said commissioners: 
provided always, that the notice of the intention of the local board to 
make such application as aforesaid, shall be fixed on the outer door of the 
town hall, or in some public and conspicuous place within the borough or 
district of such local board, onecalendar month at least before such applica- 
tion; and a copy of the memorial intended to be sent to the said commis- 
sioners shall be kept in the office of the clerk to the said local board dur- 
ing such calendar month, and shall be freely open to the inspection of 
every ratepayer at all reasonable hours during the same. 

Clause (M). 5 

That the appeal of any ratepayers against “ private improvement ex- 

nses,” authorized to be made to the General Board by section 120 of the 
ten Health Act of 1848, be transferred to the General Court of Quarter 

essions. 


TURKISH GAS COMPANY. 


Yesterday an Extraordinary Meeting of the Shareholders of this Company 
was held at the London Tavern, Bishopsgate Street, for the purpose of re- 
ceiving a statement from the directors, and to determine whether the com- 
pany should continue‘or be dissolved, and the deposits, after deducting the 
expenses incurred, be returned to the holders of shares, 

r. Lewis Cunirr took the chair at twelve o’clock, and the SecrETARY 
read the notice convening the meeting. 

Mr. BappEtry then read a statement from the directors to the following 
effect :—It commenced by remarking that the directors had convened the share- 
holders together on that occasion to lay before them a statement of the com- 
vee te prospects, and to ask them to determine whether the company should 

e continued in existence, or should be forthwith dissolved. In their es 
presented to the annual general meeting in March last, they had informed the 
shareholders what efforts had been put forth by them to obtain from the Turkish 
government a firman and a remunerative contract for the lighting of Con- 
stantinople and other cities of Turkey with gas, and what was the then posi- 
tion of the company. They apprised the shareholders at that time that one 
of the directors, intimately connected with Turkey, was about to visit Con- 
stantinople’in the April following on his own affairs, and would report to his 
colleagues in the direction the result of his inquiries in regard to the proba- 
bility of this company succeeding in its object, when the directors would de- 
liberate upon the same, and determine what course to recommend for the 
adoption of the proprietors. Although the anticipated departure of the 
director referred to had been delayed, the executive had received infor- 
mation from most reliable sources which caused them to believe that 
the company would not be able to obtain a contract on such terms as 
would prove an adequate inducement to capitalists to embark their 
money in the undertaking. They had also received a further intimation 
that the brother-in-law of the Sultan was pushing his efforts to obtain 
the lighting of Constantinople and Perea, which induced the directors to 
shrink from the responsibility of undertaking the lighting of a portion of an 
eastern city, peopled by inhabitants who had exhibited the greatest iy 
in reference to gas lighting upon a systematic scale by a powerful Eng 
company. Supposing even now the Turkish Government would concede 
what the directors had so strenuously sought after, they felt that the com- 
pany might be called upon to recognize the expenditure incurred by their 
predecessor, in a manner which would detract from the advantages which 
they had contemplated, if it would not render the enterprise utterly profitless 
for a considerable period. Under these circumstances, they recommended a 
dissolution of the company and the repayment to the shareholders of a 
portion of their deposits (after deducting the amount of the necessary ex- 
penses incurred), under the terms of the prospectus, which stipulated tha 
if from any cause the directors saw fit to abandon the undertaking, the capi 
subscribed should be returned, less the expenses incurred, which were guaran- 
teed not to exceed Is. 6d. per share. The last statement of the company’s 
accounts showed that they had a balance in hand of £5563. 6s. 1d. If 1s. 6d. 
were returned on the 69,930 shares allotted, the amount would be £5244. 15s., 
leaving a balance of £318. lls. 2d., and interest which had since accrued. 
Certain expenses, however, including a gratuity to the secretary, law charges, 
printing, and other contingencies, had to be provided for, which would absorb 
that balance. In the event of the present meeting resolving to adopt the 
recommendation of the directors, they were happy to say that, by an arrange- 
ment they had made between themselves, there was a provision that the 
preliminary expenses in the whole should not exceed 1s, per share, and they 
would be prepared to effect a repayment of 1s, 6d. per share to the respective 
holders thereof. J 

The CuarrMAN said that, following up this statement, it now became his 
duty to propose a resolution that they should declare the company dissolved, 
and that the 1s. 6d. suggested by the directors be returned to the proprietors. 
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Originally, the board had contemplated that 1s. 6d. would be required to 
meet the expenses, and that was the representation made in the prospectus. 
They had been carrying on the affairs of the company for 18 months, and 
they found upon investigation that their expenses had only amounted to Ls. 
per share, and therefore they were enabled to make a much better return to 
the proprietors. They felt that to continue the company in existence any 
longer would be useless, and would only lead to incurring further expenses, 
which they very much desired to avoid. Before he asked the meeting to 
adopt the formal resolution dissolving the company, he would move ‘ That 
the statement of the directors now read be received and adopted ;”’ and, in 
doing so, he would simply observe that, as they had given a great deal of 
attention to the subject, the directors would be very happy to afford any 
information to the proprietors, to help them in coming to a deliberate con- 
clusion as to the course they recommended, 

The motion having been seconded, 

Dr. BEatTie said he thought there could be no doubt that the recommenda- 
tion of the directors must be held to be acceptable to the proprietors. He 
had risen, not for the purpose of opposing it, but to ask the board whether 
they could give the meeting some account of the items of preliminary 
expenditure, which, from the statement just read, appeared to be about 
£3000 in the whole. 

The CruarrMan said that all these items were submitted to the public 
meeting of the proprietors in March last. The accounts were then adopted 
and copies furnished to the registrar general of public companies. The 
expenses consisted of a variety of items—printing, advertising, stationery, 
and the expenses of a deputation, consisting of two gentlemen, to Constanti- 
nople and back, with remuneration to them for loss of time; also law ex- 
penses, preparing the deed of settlement, &c. : 

Dr. Beatrie asked that some further explanation might be given as to the 
expenses of the deputation. ; 

he CHAIRMAN said the expenses of the visit of those two gentlemen to 
Constantinople amounted to £1053. 

A Proprietor said he was present at the meeting in March last when the 
accounts were presented and scrutinized, and on that occasion he was most 
happy to be a party to sanction them. Having done so, he now thoroughly 
concurred in the motion for dissolving the company. Knowing the gentle- 
men who had had the management of their affairs, he felt perfectly satisfied 
that everything had been done by them to promote the interests of the com- 
pany; and, therefore, he felt that the proprietors could not do better than 
adopt the course which they now recommended. Their report and statement 
was founded, no doubt, on the best information they could obtain; and he 
should gladly give them his support in winding up the concern. The com- 
pany was formed for the purpose of accomplishing an object which they all 
felt at the time was desirable and might be done, but the work had been 
taken out of their hands by more powerful parties than themselves. It was 
very satisfactory to him, as an individual shareholder, having invested 2s. 6d. 
with the prospect of making more of it, to find that as that investment had 
proved a failure, he was not called upon in reality to sacrifice more than Is. 
per share ; and he congratulated the directors and their constituents on the 
manner in which their affairs had been conducted. (lear, hear.) 

Dr. Beatrte said, in making the remarks he had done, and in calling for 
certain information, he had not been influenced by any desire to impugn the 
integrity of the directors. (Hear, hear.) He did not have the good fortune 
to be present at the annual meeting when the accounts were read, and he 
thought that some further information might now have been afforded. In this 
opinion he believed he was not alone. It was, of course, satisfactory to find 
that, instead of sacrificing 1s. 6d. per share, which they were led to believe 
would be the amount of preliminary expenses, they would get off with the 
loss of only 1s. 

Mr. Brown (a director) said, as a matter of courtesy, he had no objection 
to give the honourable proprietor some information respecting one most im- 
portant item of the expenditure, viz., the £1000 which was given to the de- 
putation who went to Constantinople. He (Mr. Brown) was one of the 
gentlemen selected for that purpose; and he stated before he went that he 
would not undertake the mission for less than £500. That sum was wil- 
lingly granted by the directors, under the impression, true or false, that they 
were appointing a gentleman fully qualified to promote the interests of the 
company. Hecould only say, speaking in a financial point of view, that, with 
his mercantile arrangements, he would not have undertaken it for anything 
like £500. It was a considerable loss to him; but the object was not 
prompted by a hope of financial gain, but under the impression that the de- 
putation would be able to obtain a most advantageous concession from the 
Turkish {Government. In carrying out the wishes of the board, he was en- 
gaged three months in visiting Constantinople and the coal mines in Asia. 





They naturally thought that the Turks would have been very glad to have 








| easter, and other neighbouring stations, having proved perfectly satisfactory, 





had an efficient gas company established ; but it was evident that they pre- 
ferred darkness rather than light. Had he thought they would have been 
so apathetic on the subject, he would not have troubled to visit them; and 
he was not at all gratified that the Turks had shown so poor an estimate of 
his services. 

The motion was then agreed to. 

The CHAIRMAN proposed a formal resolution, declaring the company dis- 
solved, and sanctioning the repayment of 1s. 6d. per share to the proprietors 
in full of all their claims upon the undertaking. 

Capt. BARBER seconded the motion. He could not say that he rose with 
pleasure to do so, but he was ree to it from a conviction that it was the 
most prudent step they could adopt. Their worthy chairman was so emi- 
nently gifted with a profusion of ‘the milk of human kindness,” that, to use 
a common expression, he had ‘drawn it rather mild”’ in submitting reasons 
for the adoption of this resolution. (Hear, hear.) If the proprietors only 
knew the pains and trouble the directors had taken, and the anxieties they 
had undergone in endeavouring to obtain a firman from the Ottoman Govern- 
ment, to carry out the object they had in view, they would be perfectly satis- 
fied that the only course now open to them was to adopt the resolution then 
before the meeting. He was perfectly content to second the resolution, though 
he certainly spoke as “‘a disappointed man.” (Hear, hear.) 

The motion was put and carried unanimously. 

The CuarrMaN said, if the proprietors would send in their scrip on and 
after Monday next, the directors would make arrangements to return the 
amounts of deposits as speedily as possible. 

A cordial vote of thanks having been given to the chairman and directors, 

The CHarrMAN said he was much obliged to the proprietors for that mark 
of their confidence. It was a great disappointment for him to stand before 
them and say that the concern was a failure. They were all in the same 
boat, and what was a disappointment to one was a disappointment toall. The 
directors had done everything in their power to prevent such a termination. 

The meeting then separated. 





APPEAL AGAINST A WATER-WorkK AssEssMENT.—At the meeting of the 
magistrates, held in Bath on the 13th inst., Mr. Bartlett Little, the agent of 
Col. Gunning, appealed against the rating of certain water-works at Charl- 
combe. Mr. Little stated, that he had applied at the Vestry to get a reduc- 
tion of the sum at which the reservoir and water-works belonging to Colonel 
Gunning were rated for the relief of the poor, and, being unable to obtain re- 
dress, he was under the necessity of appealing to the bench. He was rated 
at £100 gross, and £90 net, in the parish of Charlcombe, and yet the greater 

ortion of the rents for the water were paidin the parish of Walcot, in which 

e was rated at £110 gross, and £94 net.—Mr. Cuff Adams, one of the over- 
seers for the parish, contended that the rate was not made upon the water, 
but upon the machinery which rose it, and as this was situated in Charleombe 

arish, it was not too much to rate it at £100 a-year; which, indeed, had 

een paid for a number of years.—Mr. Little handed in the case of the Cor- 

oration of Bath and the Lyncombe and Widcombe Water- Works, in which 
it was laid down by the Court of Queen’s Bench, that parties were only liable 
to be rated to the extent of the rents which they received in a particular 
parish.—Mr. Little then proceeded to show that when all the houses were 
let on Lansdown, the total amount of the water rents derivable from Charl- 
combe would be £32 a-year; that last year the amount was £20, deducting 
working expenses; besides which, he received £25 from Mr. Streeter, for 
water supplied to him during the erection of the new college. The bench, 
therefore, determined to fix the gross at £45, and the net at £37. 15s., and on 
the application of Mr. Little allowed his expenses. 

GasLicuts ror Ratway Carriaces.—A very successful experiment was 
made a few evenings ago in lighting a railway carriage by gas, between 
London and York. Mr. Knapton, of the Albion Foundry, York, and the 
patentee of a flexible dry gasholder, has been making several trials of a mode of 
applying gas for lighting railway trains. The trips between York and Don- 


the directors of the Great Northern Railway determined that the scheme 
should be tested for long journeys, They had a first-class carriage fitted up 
with the uisite apparatus, and on Wednesday evening last the carriage 
was attached to the Edinburgh express, which leaves King’s Cross at 8°50 p.m. 
The gasholder was filled, and connected with three argand burners, fixed in 
lieu of the ordinary lamps. The gas was lighted before leaving the station, 
and allowed to burn throughout the entire journey. On reaching York, it was 
found that about 60 cubic feet of gas had been consumed ; thus showing that 
the cost of each light was scarcely 1d., or about one-twelfth of the cost of the 
oil in the lamps at present in use. The apparatus is in itself exceedingly 
simple, and scarcely any effect is produced on the lights by the vibration or 
oscillation of the carriage. 








Advertisements. 





RYAN DONKIN and CO.’s improved 
GAS VALVES have been adopted by numerous 
Gas C ies in E d and abroad, and their ad- 





RETORT AND BOILER SETTING. 


FREDERICK SIMMONDS, Sen., 


CHARLES BOTTEN and SON, 
ENGINEERS AND METER-MAKERS, | 





vantages and great security fully proved. Very large 
numbers are in use. Prices from lls. 6d. to 13s. 6d. 
per inch diameter. 
Bryan DONKIN and Co., 
Engineers, near Grange Road, BERMONDSEY. 


CARTER’S PATENT SAFETY GAS VALVES. 


THOMAS LAMBERT and SON, 
PATENTEES AND MANUFACTURERS, 
Suort Street, New Cut, Biackrriars, LoNpoN. 
_The Bank of England is fitted entirely with these 
Valves, from the smallest branch to the largest main 
ipe. 
the following, among testi ials, will be 
found very satisfactory :— 
“ The British Gaslight Company’s Office, No. 105, 
” Broad-street, Ratcliff, London, June 10, 1846. 
Gentlemen,—In reply to your in uiry, I have to 
state that ‘Carter’s Patent Gas Valve’ has been used 








by this company and by the fitters of the district exten- | 


sively for seven years past. 1t waz adopted to obviate 
the inconvenience of setting fast, so prevalent with the 
conical metal plug-cocks, and has been found to answer 
the purpose intended. 

“I have recommended its use in several provincial 
towns with which I am professionally connected, and 
have not received any complaint of its having failed in 
any respect of performing satisfactorily all that is 
required of it.—I am, gentlemen, a respectfully, 

“*GEDDI ° 

“ Messrs. Lambert and Son, Lambeth.” — 





No. 19, York Street Nortu, Hackney Roap. 


Thirty years RETORT SETTER to some of the leading 
London and Provincial Gas Companies,to whom he can 
refer, begs leave to draw attention to his economical 
moce of Setting Clay or Iron Retorts, &c. 

F. S. will engage to provide all materials and labour, 
or labour only, 








DINAS FIRE BRICKS, RETORTS, 
AND CEMENTS. 


YOUNG & ALLEN, 


MANUFACTURERS OF DINAS FIRE BRICKS 
AND RETORTS, 


NEATH, GLAMORGANSHIRE, 
Beg to draw the attention of the Engineers and Ma- 
nagers of Gas-works to the superior quality of their 
goods, and more especially to their BRICK RETORTS, 
which, in addition to the almost infusible nature of the 
Fire-Clay employed, have the great advantage, from its 


| large excess of Silica, of EXPANDING BY THE aPPLICA- 
b ; d 


CRAWFORD PASSAGE, RAY STREET, 
CLERKENWELL, LONDON (E. C.). 
Manufacturers of Station and Patent Protector Con- 
sumers’ Meters, Patent Slide-Valves, Gas-Fittings, 

Pipes, &c. 
Also, High-pressure Cocks, Hydrants, Closets, and 
all Water-Fitttings. 





LESMAHAGO GAS COAL: 


AMES FERGUSON and CO., Lessees 


of the Auchinheath and Craignethan Gas Coal- 
fields (the most extensive and valuable in the parish of 
Lesmahago), respectfully intimate to the Managers of 
Gas Works and Consumers of Gas Coal, that he is pre- 
pared to ship the best quality of the above well-known 
COALS at Glasgow or Leith; and also to deliver them 
at the railway stations upon, or connected with, the 
Caledonian Railway, to any extent which may be 





TION OF HEAT, and quently g 
and less liable to leak by use. Their cost is less than 
that of the ordinary Clay Retorts. 

Young and Allen’s DINAS FIRE-BRICKS and 
CEMENT have been long used for the linings of fur- 
naces exposed to high temperatures, and are well known 


in the London and other Gas-works. They can be | 


forwarded by rail to all parts of the United Kingdom, 
and shipped by sea to all parts of the world, 
Prices on application as above, 





Price, free on board, or delivered at the railway sta- 
tions, may be learned by addressing James Ferguson 
and Ce., Gas-Coal Works, Lesmahago; or J. H. Jones, 
1, Poets’-corner, Westminster, sole Agent for London. 


Shipping Agent for Glasgow: 


MR. ALEXANDER STRATTON, 
159, West GEORGE STREBT. 
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LIVESEY FIR ECLAY WORKS, 
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Leb BS ECs 


NEAR BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


O. BROTHERS AND COMPANY, 
MANUFACTURERS OF PATENT CARBONACEOUS CLAY RETORTS, 


AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF | 


TUBULAR GLAZED SEWERACE PIPES, BENDS, JUNCTIONS, ETC. } 
FIRE-BRICKS, TILES, BLOCKS, AND CHIMNEY-TOPS. 


“0 GAS COMPANIES, GAS PROPRIETORS, AND GAS ENGINEERS. 
JOHN VICKARY 


begs to call the attention of the above to his improved METALLIC CASE GAS-METER, an improvement which has met with entire approbation from the various Gas | 
Companies and Engineers to whom he has introduced it, and acknowledged to be the greatest improvement that has been made since the year 1832; at which period a/ 
per was introduced for the construction of the Drum, Syphon, and Float, capable of resisting any impurities arising from either gas or water, which has been found to 
answer every expectation; as, in repair, Drums of the above date are found in perfect and good condition, when the Outer Case, Valve-box, Inlet-pipe, &c., are quite | | 
destroyed and entirely past repair. 2 , | 
J. V. has introduced a coating or lining of the above metal in the Outer Case, Valve-box, Inlet-pipe, &ec., thereby rendering the whole as durable as the Drum, as not | 
a particle of tin plate is exposed to the action of either water or gas; and aren, oe possibility of gas passing above the water line through the front into the Seay of || 
the Case to the outlet unregistered, which frequently occurs. When the Meter has been in use for any length of time it is generally found that rast or decay takes place | 
above rather than under the water line, which is only discovered when they need repair, Also the Inlet-pipe and Valve-box are generally found quite decayed, which 
cannot happen in the above improveinent. ¢ : ‘ 

J. V. feels confident that the above will be found a most desirable and perfect instrument, as it contains all other improvements of utility that have been introduced 
up to the present time. . 

The most strict attention is given to the workmanship as well as the registration of every Meter, to render them perfectly accurate, 

Station Meters, Governors, &c., made on the shortest notice, as well as Gas Cooking Apparatus of every description, Gas Baths, Xe. 

Meters sent at the lowest London prices. 


| 





Carriage paid to any part of England. 
WEST OF ENGLAND GAS METER AND GENERAL GAS APPARATUS MANUFACTORY, 84, FORE STREET, EXETER, 


BOYLE’S PATENT SILVERED PATENT FLEXIBLE GAS TUBING. 
AMES LYNE HANCOCK’S 
G L A SS & R E EF L E Cc Tv Oo R S Vulcanized Indiarubber Hose Pipes and Tubing. 
Manufactory(aud Warehouze),Goswell-mews, Goswell- 

are the most durable, and are cheaper and better than any other. road, London, 
Gas Companies, Engineers, Gas Fitters, and the Trade 


HULETT and CO., Sole Agents, generally, are respectiuly informed this ‘Tubing is now | 
re Oo an size, irom ne r | 

Patentees of the only really good —— 9 100-feet agin: and perfectly qtaided. 1] 

t h or witl iral wire inside. || 

MERCURIAL GAS REGULATOR, | WULGANIZED GLAZED. FLEXIBLE TUBING, || 


55 and 5 6, H IG H HOLBOR N, LON DO N. from 3 inch up to 1 inch diameter, made in 24-feet || 


ee lengths; or, covered with silk or worsted, up to 100 feet. | | 
VULCANIZED HOSE, for FIRE ENGINES, || 

















TO GAS AND RAILWAY COMPANIES. GUROPEAN GAS COMPANY.—  sneweis’ Use, and for standing great pressures, 
thorough, good Gasfitter, capable 4 NOTICE is hereby given that the ANNUAL | (Rubber and Cloth combined), made to any length or 
of Making and Repairing all kinds of Gas Fittings, GENERAL MEETING of the PROPRIETORS will | size to fit the necessary screws, &c 


is in want of a SITUATION, either in Town, Country, | be held on WEDNESDAY, the Ist day of July next,at | VULCANIZED INDIARUBBER AIR-TiGHT 
or on the Continent. Good reference. 7 the hour of ‘Two o’clock precisely, at the Office of the BAGS, made any size, for Gas Mains, with flexible 
Apply by letter to G. G., 17, Dempsey Street, Srzr- | Company, No.3, Moorgate Street, London, pursuant tubes attached, and fitted with stopcocks complete. 

EY (E.). to the provisions of the Deed of Settlement. . 











G. JAQUES, Sec. 


te MR. KERBY, 


a Two Directors (Sheffield Neave, Esq., and Thomas CONVICT ron : 7 
ee winters ng) sndoee Andie JoltMotesrlag) | CONVICTION TOR O48 STEALING. 
. ® retire by rotation, but, being eligible, will be propose : 1 6: 
HE Directors of the Commercial | for re-election. - FULL REPORT of the Recent 
GAS COMPANY will be prepared to receive The Accounts to be submitted to the proprietors will | Prosecution at the Central Criminal Court for 
TENDERS, on Thursday, the 2nd of July next, for the | be open for inspection during ten days preceding the | STEALING GAS from the IMPERIAL GAS COM-| 
GAS TAR made at their Works during the next twelve | Meeting. PANY. Reprinted for extended circulation from the | 
months, commencing on the Ist of August next. (By order of the Board) | JOURNAL OF Gas LIGHTING. | 
Specification can be obtained on application at the H. M‘L. Backer, Secretary. | London: W. B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street. || 
Company’s Offices, STEPNEY. 3, Moorgate Street, London (E.C.), j —-—-- ——— || 
By order of the Board) June 11, 1857. 1| 
y wong RE _| WILLIAM STEPHENSON & SON,)| 


THROCKLEY, 


Stepney, June 19, 1857. 
Se NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE, 





Lonpon OrFIcEs: 

76, KING WILLIAM STREET, CITY. 1} 

A large stock of Fire-Clay Goods always on land in || 
London, at the lowest wharf prices, at Meesrs. | 
Curistie and Co.’s Wharf, 64, Bankside, SourH wakk. | 


: : : PRS GAS ENGINEER, &c., {| 

TO Committee of Ma aah of NOTTING AM MANUFACTURERS or EVERY DESCRIPTION oF | 
HE ommiuttee 0 anagemen TD elas 7 
T the STROUD GASLIGHT and ware COM- AMMONIA. FIRE BRICKS, CLAY 5 RETORTS, LUMPS, TILES, | 
1] 


PANY are desirous to receive TENDERS for the Mr. KERBY is ai . 

wel . 7 - Mr. KE is prepared to design Apparatus for the 
Supply and Delivery at the Stroud W harf of 6800 | \fanufacture of Sulphate, Muriate, - Carbonate of 
ards of Cast-Iron SOCKET-PI1VES, each Pipe to be | ammonia. 
feet long, exclusive of the Socket, and proved with a | “He would call the attention of Gas Managers to the 
pressure of a Column of Water, 250 feet high, and be importance of converting their comparatively unsalc- 
struck smart blows with a 4-lb. hammer while under | abe « ammoniacal Liquor ” into an article ¢asily dis- | 


that pressure. posed of. = . 1] 
Gas or Water-Works surveyed for alterations or , IGHTON MOOR GAS COALS.— | 


Every pipe must be perfectly cylindrical inside and 
| out, and the metal of an equal thickness throughout. enlargement. Plans, Specifications, &c., on strictly Parties wishing to be supplied with these first-| | 











The sizes required are as follow :— ln . 3 “ 

5 - “ats sige, - Pt sens: 5 noderate terms. class Gas Coals will please to apply to Mr. MATTHEW 

as yards en eee Weight, ee yard, | References. NESBIT, EIGHTON Moor OFFICE, NEWCASTLE-UPON- 
} — es | . 2 108 ” prerelease TyNg. These coals are well known as among the| 
} > ” ” ” ” richest in gas, and working the roundest on the River || 


1000 ~=(g,:«=CO#6 = Fi ts 90 a TO GAS COMPANIES, 

| ‘The Tenders must be accompanied by a full-sized | 

section of the Sockets of the Pipes, showing the thick- | J. W. GRAZEBROOK, 

“oo ini P = { 75, OLD BROAD STREET, LONDON, 
e Tenders to be at per ton, and sent on or before | " sontt a " e 

the 5th of July next, stating the earliest period the 8 ee es tna cng a 

and 9 inch would be delivered; also when the re- | having Apparatus to dispore of, to send particulars. 


mainder would be delivered. ere Pen serves 
ics “alae aieeih Sia Mattie ah the Crntcnabeete ae. | And Companies requiring Apparatus are solicited to 


Tyne. They are extensively used by metropolitan gas || 
works. | 


PADDON AND FORD, | 


PATENT GAS METER & APPARATUS WORKS, 
GRAY’S-INN-ROAD, LUNDON, 
Manufacturers of WetTand Dry Gas MeTens, STATION 

| 








ense,in good condition, under a penalty in case of apply. | METERS, GOVERNORS, EXPERIMENTAL APPARATUS, 
efault of 10s. per day for each and every day after the ; . ; 
time stated. on Shortest Notice. Contractors for the erection or alteration of Gas 


The Committee do not bind themselves to accept the 


STOURBRIDGE and NEWCASTLE FIRE GOODS | Works; and every description of Apparatus required | 
lowest Tender. | | 


ConTRACTS. TAKEN. in Gas Works supplied. 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
PIPES, RETORTS, TANKS, GASHOLDERS, &c. | Gas Stoves, and LANTERNS. | 
| 
| 
| 





Joun Couey, Clerk. 
Gas-Works, Stroud, June 19, 1857. 


(Ast. IRON Retorts, Socket Pipes, 


with Syphons and all requisite Connections, Lamp | | 
Columns, Wrought [ron Tubing, Valves, Street Lamps, | | 
Sight Holes, Furnace Doors, Ash Pans, Charging and |} 
Coke Shovels, Iron Pails and Coke Barrows, Cross | | 





HARRIS AND PEARSON, 


TO GASFITTERS., PROPRIETORS OF 


way ITED, by the Tunbridge Wells | gest ciass-House POT AND CRUCIBLE CLAY 
d SOMPANY, a thoroughly competent Bars, Fire Pots, Pumps, Iron Borings 
FITTER, to whom constant employment will be given. MANUFACTURERS OF PURIFIERS CON DESSERA we SCRUBBERS 

None but efficient workmen of good character need | FIRE BRICKS GAS RETORTS, &C, erected complete, or the materials supplied; with every 








apply. san ; “ . 

Eri noes, with reference, stating wages required, to AMBLECOTE FIRE CLAY AND BRICK WORKS, | ope Sa of goods in use by Gas Works, in stock, 0” | | 
the Secretary, North Grove House, TUNBRIDGE STOURBRIDGE. | Woes goo Scanian | 
WELLs. ° , . 4¥) , 

(By order) JoHN Reap, Secretary. Late in the occupation of I. and W. King. Old Barge Iron Wharf, Upper Ground-street, | 
' 


June 17, 1857, Originally J. Pidcock, Esq. LONDON. 
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WILLIAM PARKINSON AND CoO.,, 


(Successors to the late Samuel Crosley), 
COTTAGE LANE, CITY ROAD, LONDON, 


Beg to announce that, in addition to the manufacture of GAS-METERS, they continue the manufacture 
of METERS for MEASURING WATER, SPIRITS, &c., commenced, under Patent in 1849, by the late Mr. 
William Parkinson. 

These Meters are as simple and durable as the Gas-Meter, and i i 
registration of the fluids passing through them. n SRP 99 congas Op ips enteamens tp Ge 


ROBERT MACLAREN & CO,, 

EGLINTON FOUNDRY, GLASGOW, 
Manufacturers of all sizes of Cast-Iron Main Pipes, by 
animproved Patent. General Ironfounders, Gas En- 
gineers, and Wrought-Iron Tube Makers. 












igs 
ny 


pS OI 
NOW READY, JOSEPH BOULTON, 
OL. V. of the JOURNAL of GAS | PATENT DRY GAS-METER MANUFACTURER, | 


LIGHTING, WATER SUPPLY, and SANI- and also Maker of his Improved WATER METERS, 
TARY IMPROVEMENT, for 1856, price 2ls., bound No. 28, BAGNIGGE-WELLS-ROAD, CLERKENWELL, 
in cloth and lettered. A few copies of Vols. II., III., | adjoining the Police Office. —Late of No.1, Coppice-row, 
and IV. are still on sale. LONDON. 

Experimental and Station Meters of any size made 
as to order on the shortest notice.—Governors, Pressure 
Registers, Gas-cooking Stoves, and every description 
of Gas Apparatus, 


5. CLIFFS | 
FIRE BRICKS, GAS RETORTS, &c. 








W. B. Kina, 11, Bolt Court, Fleet Street. 
JAMES FEATHERSTONE, 
ENGINEER, 
Manufacturer of GASHOLDERS, IRON ROOFS, and 
every description of Gas Apparatus. 
ALLIANCE IRON Works, 
CLAYTON, near MANCHESTER. 


JOHN BENT, 
MANUFACTURER OF GAS METERS, 
283, BELL Barn Roap, 
BIRMINGHAM, 
(Established 1830), 


Begs respectfully to call the attention of Gas Compa- Orders for London and South of England to be ad- | 
nies, Engineers, &c., to his WET GAS METER, dressed to Mr. NewTon, Agent for the District, Park | 

















made upon the most improved principles, the most ad- | House, Thornhill Road, IsLinGTon (N.). 
mirable materials, and warranted to register correctly. N.B.—A few Retorts of each size, and a large stock 


te le rt am. ___*" | of Bricks and Lumps, always on hand at the above 
IRTLEY IRON WORKS, 


Wharf. 
CHESTER-LE-STREET, THE CHEAPEST MANUFACTORY 
DURHAM. 


IN THE TRADE FOR 


CHANDELIERS and BRACKETS 
IN GLASS, ORMOLU, & BRONZE. 











Manufactory for every description of Casting and 
Machinery for Gas Works and Water Works. 

Warehouse in London for Cast-iron Pipes and Con- 

nections of all sizes and in any quantity, Scott’s Wharf, 


Bankside, Southwark. OUTSIDE SHOP LANTERNS, 
Office in London, Mr. E, M. PERKINS, 78, Lombard Lined with Patent Silvered Glass. 


Street. Wrought Iron, Composition, and Tin Tube, 
JAMES PINCHBECK, WITH EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 


GAS METER MANUFACTURER, GAS FITTINGS, 

26, CAMDEN-STREET, and 9, PIEREPOINT-ROW, ALWAYS IN STOCK. 
. FM a ot he ng CHANDELIERS and FITTINGS 

egs respectfully to announce to Gas Companies and made to Order on the Shortest Notice. 


Fitters, that from upwards of 20 years’ practical expe- 
JET MOONS, GLOBES, SAUCERS, & CHIMNEYS, 


rience, he is enabled to supply a METER combining 
correctness, durability, and economy. IN EVERY VARIETY, WHOLESALE AND FOR 
EXPORTATION. 


N.B.—Repairs on the lowest scale. 
G48 METER MANT HODGE and ROBERTS, | 
gg re go> gn 101, HATTON GARDEN, LONDON. 
Ww! LLIAM SMIT H, by the Pattern Books of Chandeliers, a also of all kinds 


improvements he has made in the Wet Meter, | of Gas Glasses, sent to any part of the Kingdom on 
and which he has secured by her Majesty’s Royal | application. 
Letters Patent, the accuracy of their registry is ren- | ——-—____—_— 
dered certain by the introduction of the adjusting GEORGE CUTLER 
slide and hydraulic, whereby a Perfect Water Level GASHOLD MAKE ? 
is readily obtained, and the Hydraulic precludes the ss ASHOLDER MAKER, 
No.8, WENLOCK-ROAD, CITY-ROAD, 
LONDON. 


possibility of abstracting water from the meter by in 
creased pressure or otherwise, thus surmounting the 
eat desideratum of the Wet Meter. In his Patent Contracts for Tanks, Gasholders, Roofs, Purifiers, | 
quitable Gas Meter neatness and strength are com- | and all descriptions of Gas Apparatus executed on the 
bined, the backs and fronts of the case being stamped | most reasonable terms. Improved Slide Valves, Steam, | 
by powerful machinery out of thick plate iron (tinned | and Range Boilers, and Smiths’ Work, of the best | 
or galvanized); and the internal construction is of the | materials and workmanship. 
best metal, which will resist the action of any impurity -——_—__——---- 
in the gas, 
. = ages may readily have the adjusting slide and 8. & E, RANSOME & Co., 
ydraulic applied, eby havin el « - is sae 
: pplied, thereby having accurate measure- | 3) pegeX STREET, Straxp, LONDON (W.C.), 


ment assured. 
Station Meters, Governors, &c.,made on the shortest beg to call attention to their 


tice. 
——— tp GAS HEATING & COOKING STOVES 
J ONES, Iron Merchant, 6, Bank- Price, from 18s, 6d. each, and upwards, 

e 


Al Phe He - ¢ ong. been Rapier 4 9 the WHOLESALE AGENTS FOR 

ollowing Castings at prices lower than any other house . ee , = seine 

in London :—Socketand Flange Pipes, bends, Branches MEAD’S PATENT DRY GAS-REGULATORS, 
os Sone, Seine eae me ee A me pew GODDARD’S DUPLEX & ECONOMIC BURNERS, 

so, Hot Water Pipes, ows, Tees, Cylindrical and iG ca so. 73 & 

Saddle Boilers, and every Fitting for the same: Draw- GAS BATHS, HEATING COILS, TORCHES, &e. 
ings and Prices of the above on application to J. Jongs, 
Iron Bridge Wharf, 6, BANKSIDB, near the Southwark 
Iron Bridge, 


WEST and GREGSON, 
GAS-METER MANUFACTURERS, &c. 
UNION-STREET, OLDHAM. 

Station and Experimental Meters, Gas Pressure 
Registers, Gauges, Experimental Gasholders, Go- RICKMER’S Patent Metallic Pack- 
vernors, Slide Valves, &c. &c. i ING for Steam-Engines, Pistons, Piston-Rod 

W. and G. would respectfully call the attention of | stuffing-Boxes, Pumps, &c.—Notice is hereby given 
Gas Engineers and Managers to their Station-meters, | that a perpetual Injunction of the High Court of Chan- 
having made and erected the largest in use at the | cery has been obtained by Messrs. OASTLER and 
present time, two of which may be seen at the Stock- | PALMER, trading under the Firm of ALEX. ROSS 
port and Liverpool Gas Works, on application to the | and CO., Grange Mills, Bermondsey, against Messrs. 
respective Engineers, LITTLE and CHAMBERS, of Manchester, to restrain 
eg them from further infringing the above Patent; and 
that the above Packing can only be obtained of Messrs, 
ALEX. ROSS and CO., Grange Mills, Bermondsey, 
Lonvon (the Proprietors of the Patent), or by their 
authorised Agents. 

MILL BANDS, HOSE PIPES, & FIRE BUCKETS 
made to order from the best-selected Oak-Bark Tanned 
Leather. Bo 

Prices Current to be had on application. 





PATENT GAS METER MANUFACTORY, 











Also, 
GWYNNE’S eee ~' pean GAUGES, 
an 
JOHNSTON’S PATENT ALARM WHISTLES, 
for preventing Explosions in Steam-Boilers, 
Drawings and Prices sent on application. 








NOTICE.—INFRINGEMENT OF PATENT. 





‘ 
BRYAN, M‘CRACKEN AND C0., 
3, INDIAN K1iNe’S CouRT, 
NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE. 

Contracts made for all kinds of Cast and Wrought Iron 
Gas and Water Apparatus, Clay Retorts, Fire-Bricks, 
Coals, &c.—Prices, and Lists of Freights and Carriage 
sent on application. 











| off and passing a Station-Meter, or other apparatus. | 


| by which any number of Retorts, up to Twenty, can 


FIRST PRIZE IN THE PARIS EXHIBITION. 
AS EXPLOSIONS PREVENTED 


by using the Tubes and Fittings Manufactured 


JOHN RUSSELL and CO., 

whose Goods are all well Tested and Warranted. 

Inventors and first manufacturers of Lap-welded Flues 
for Locomotive and Marine Boilers. 

John Russell and Co. are the Original Manufacturers» 

and at present the Holders, of the Patent for Tubes. 

WAREHOUSES, 

69, UPPER THAMES STREET, LONDON. | 
MANUFACTORY, 

THE OLD TUBE WORKS, CHURCH HILL, 
WEDNESBURY, STAFFORDSHIRE. | 
' 


by 








GAS ENGINEERING OFFICES, 
104, LEADENHALL STREET, LONDON (E.C.). | 
GEORGE ANDERSON, 


GAS AND CONSULTING ENGINEER, 

begs to draw the attention of Gas Companies to his 
Patented Apparatus, which are now specified and ex- 
tensively used by Engineers, including his 

DIRECT-ACTING PISTON EXHAUSTER, 
which may be had, either combined with the Engine; | 
combined with both Engine and Boiler, and Portable ; 
or separate, by itself. Also, his 


FOUR-WAY PURIFIER, CHANGING BY- 
PASS, & SHUT-OFF VALVE, 


one of which answers the purpose of THREE ordi- 
nary Valves, in connecting Purifiers, or in shutting 





Also his 
RETORT SETTINGS, 


be heated by one Coke and one Tar Fire, reducing the 
fuel account in many instances to one-half of what it 
now is, and without the production of any smoke. 

Mr. Anderson has been extensively engaged for the 
last ten years in the Construction and Management of 
Gas-Works, and all his improvements have been 
brought into successful operation under his own eye | | 
previous to being submitted to the public. ; | 
Circulars, giving references and every information, | 

| 
| 





may be obtained on application as above. 





ALFRED PENNY, 
ENGINEER, 
WENLOCK IRON WORKS, 
WHARF ROAD, CITY ROAD, LONDON. 


Mr. Penny begs to inform Gas and Water Compa- 
nies that he undertakes the erection of new, or the || 
alteration of existing, works; and that he may be con-| | 
sulted generally on all matters connected with gas and | 
water supply. He is also prepared to supply best Cold- 
blast Retorts, Socket-Pipes, and Connections, Iron 
Borings, &c. &c., and all the necessary Castings used || 
n Gas and Water-Works,. | 
*,* Country orders executed with care and despatch, | 














“WALTER MAB ON, Engineer, | 


ARDWICK IRON WoRKS, FAIRFIELD STREET, || 
MANCHESTER, 1] 
Manufacturer of || 
IRON TANKS for Gasholders, Railway Stations, &c. | 
GASHOLDERS.—Extensive premises at Gorton, 
solely for the manufacture of Gasholders, and other | 
heavy Wrought-Iron Structures. | 
GAS APPARATUS.—W. M. has an extensive assort- | 
ment of patterns for Purifiers from 4 feet to 15 feet | 
square, also round ones from 4 feet to 10 feet diameter; | 
Scrubbers, Condensers, Washers, Columns, Girders, | 
and Tripod Patterns, suitable for Gasholders, from 
10 feet to 150 feet diameter, either Single-lift or Tele- 
scope. Contractor for Gas Works of any Magnitude, 
Designs, Specifications, and Estimates furnished. 
WROUGHT and CAST IRON ROOFS for Railway 
Stations, Gas Works, Warehouses, and Sheds, pre- 
pared for Slates or for Corrugated Iron. 
IRON HOUSES, either for Dwellings, Marufac- 
tories, or Public Buildings. | 
PIPES and VALVES, for Gas and Water, from 2inches 
to 48 inches bore. | 


WHITEHOUSE and C0., 
GLOBE PATENT TUBE WORKS, 
WEDNESBURY, 

Beg to draw the attention of Engineers and Managers 
of Gas Works to the superior quality of the Article 
they manufacture, both in respect of the tron employed, 
and the perfect manner in which it 1s welded; in 
proof of which they can refer to the testimonials of the 
most eminent Gas Engineers, and the experience of 
the principal of the large Gas Companies of the kingdom. 
Orders promptly executed. 





SHEEN, Gas and Railway 

e Lantern Maker, 904, Holborn Hill, begs to 
inform Managers of Gas-Works, &c., that she con- 
tinues to contract and supply Lanterns on reasonable 
terms, and keep them in repair by the year. 


EDWARD RUSSELL, 
ALMA TUBE WORKS, 
WALSALL, 

Manufacturer of Patent Welded Wrought-Iron Tube 
for Gas, Steam, and Water. Wrought and Cast Iron 
Fittings of every description. Stocks, Taps, and Dies. 

Core Bars for Ironfounders. 


ADDISON POTTER, 
WILLINGTON QUAY, 
NEAR NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE, 


Manufacturer of Clay Retorts, ire Bricks, and every 
description of Fire Clay Goods. 


























| Miller, and Co., Preston, &c. &c., and are unequalled in having afforded general satisfaction to those who have given these Retorts a trial. 
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ALEXANDER WRIGHT, 


GAS ENGINEER, MANUFACTURER OF GAS-METERS, GOVERNORS, AND EVERY DESCRIPTION OF GAS APPARATUS, 
55, MILLBANK STREET, WESTMINSTER. 
CONSUMERS’ METERS at the List Price, with a Liberal Discount to Wholesale Purchasers. 
THOMPSON’S BROMINE TEST, £1. 1s.—Bromryz, 3s. per Ounce. 
BISULPHURET OF CARBON TEST, £2. 2s. 


APPARATUS FOR DETERMINING THE HEATING POWER OF SAMPLES OF COAL AND OTHER DESCRIPTIONS OF ergy £5, 5s., 
INVENTED BY LEWIS THOMPSON, Esea., M.R.C.S, 


REGISTERING PRESSURE GAUGE, Net Price, £8. Glass Shade, 10s. extra. 
STATION METERS, PRESSURE GAUGES, PHOTOMETERS, SPECIFIC GRAVITY APPARATUS, &c. 


JAMES OAKES and CO., F. & C. OSLER, 


ALFRETON IRON WORKS, DERBYSHIRE, ose . 

AND x rr 

WENLOCK IRON WHARF, 20, WHARF ROAD, “4, RFCS t Bf, ; ms sd BBOE; 
Manufactory—Broad-street, Birmingham, 


TY ROAD, LONDON, 
Beg to inform Gas and Water Companiesand the public MANUFACTURERS OF GLASS CHANDELIERS, GLASS 
LUSTRES, TABLE GLASS, &c. &c. 


that they keep in stock in London all the CASTINGS 
ELEGANT CRYSTAL GLASS CHANDELIERS, FOR GAS 


in general use in Gas and Water Works, including 
best cold-blast Iron Reterts, Socket and Flange Pipes 
at ena —— Branches, Syphons, Lamp Columns (Made from ‘“‘ReGisTzRED’’ Designs), with Giuass Brancugs, &c.; suitable 
N. yin Ao sos for Cast-iron Tanks, Girders, Columns, for hen gt meg mf — ——— The more extensive use = Gas in 
: i private dwellings has induced Messrs. OsLER to direct their particular atten- 
Cylinders, end all irregular castings, will have immedi tion to the manufacture of this class of articles—which, with a view to their 
) general adoption, are offered at very moderate prices. Purchasers can select from 
a great variety of patterns, to which additions are being constantly made. 
y 


ate attention. 
‘THEATRES, CONCERT, ASSEMBLY, AND BALL Rooms LIGHTED BY ESTIMATE 
ON THE Lowest TERMS. 


FIRE- CLAY RETORTS.. 
JOHN SWARBRICEK, 


MANUFACTURER OF PATENT COMPOSITION CLAY RETORTS, 
FIRE BRICKS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION, SHAPE, AND SIZE, &c. &c. 
HIGHER EANAM, BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE. 


These RETORTS are generally used in the Gas-works of Preston, Accrington, Bury, Heywood, Middleton, Rochdale, Ratcliffe; the Mills of Messrs. Horrocks, 














CuaRLeEs HORSLEY, Agent. 
C. H. is prepared to carry out the warming and ven- 
tilation of public buildings, &Xc.; also civil engineering | 
in general, 











To meet the i increasing demand, the Works at Little Harwood have been greatly enlarged ; and Gas Engineers who may favour with an Order may rely with confidence 
on their being promptly supplied with an article not to be surpassed in finish or durability. 


PRICES MODERATE. 


FIRE- pins inde ahs RETORTS, 











ESTABLISHED IN 1795. 


JOSEPH CLIF?Y, 


WORTLEY FIRE-BRICK WORKS, near LEEDS. 








THESE RETORTS are unrivalled in excellence, being the BEST FINISHED INTERNALLY, and THE MOST CORRECT IN FORM, of any in the 
Kingdom. From the peculiar composition used in work ip the face of the material, they are rendered unusually smooth, close, and FREE FROM 
SURFACE CRACKS, thus, in a great measure, preventing leakage and the adhesion of ci arbon to their interior surface. 

To meet the yearly increasing demand of UPWARDS OF THIRTY SEASONS and to carry out the late improvements in the manufacture, 
the Premises have been re-erected and much enlarged, and Engineers may rely wiTH CONFIDENCE on their orders being completed with a greater 
regard to despatch than by any other House, 





THE WORKS ARE WELL SITUATED 
LONDON, LIVERPOOL, 
For EXPORT from the Ports of HULL, MIDDLESBRO’, 
HARTLEPOOL, and STOCKTON. 


FIRE-BRICHS, LUMPS, GUARDS, TILES, AND CLAY, of the same quality. 








I. B. NEWTON, London Agent, No. & ‘Wharf, King’s Cross Goods’ Siation.s 








HULETT AND CO,, 55 anv 56 HIGH HOLBORN, 
PATENTEES and MANUFACTURERS of the NATIONAL GAS METER, | 


Beg to inform the Proprietors of Gas Companies, and the Trade generally, that, having completed their new Gas-Meter | 
Manufactory, they are now enabled to supply, with despatch, a very superior article, and can confidently warrant the same to} 
be equal in quality and workmanship to any Gas-Meter ever made. Manufacturers of 


GAS CHANDELIERS, GLASS LUSTRES, HALI. LANTERNS, PILLARS, BRACKETS, 
PENDANTS, 


AND EVERY ARTICLE CONNECTED WITH 
GAS FITTINGS. 
GAS COOKING APPARATUS, IMPROVED ALBERT, 


EVERY DESCRIPTION OF 
SHADOWLESS GAS BURNERS, UNION JETS, BATSWINGS, &c. &e.; CAST AND WROUGHT IRON PIPE; 


COPPER, TIN, BRASS, and COMPOSITION TUBING. 
D. HULETT’S IMPROVED SERVICE CLEANSER, 
by which Mains, Service Pipes, and the interior Fittings of a House, may be cleaned out in a few minutes. Price 60s. net. 
Sole Manufacturers of Church and Mann’s Improved Photometer. 
Large Pattern Books, with every description of Gas Fittings and Chandeliers, &c., with complete Book of Prices, price 10s. 








Frice Lists sent free, on receipt of envelope, addressed, and enclosing two postage stamps. 


— 








——$— 
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